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THE 



FIELD OF TERROR 



IN a fertile district of Silesia, situated at the 
Soot of tbe Ogre moantains^ a party of relations 
were collected together, a short time before the 
peace of Westphalia, for the purpose of dividing 
tbe property of a wealthy farmer, who had died 
without children, and whose large estates 
lay scattered about in the neighbouring coun- 
try. In furtherance of this object, the several 
elaimauts were assembled in the principal inn 
of the village, and the adjustment of their re- 
spective shares would soon have been brought 
to a conclusion, but for a small estate, which 
common report had endowed with singular* 
qualities, and which was called the ^ Field of 
Terror**' 
It lay amid the Cfurrounding fields, covered 
Vol, tu. » 



. I 



2 THE FIELD 

with flowers^ and au abundance of rank and 
luxuriant shrubs, wbicb, while they bore ample 
testimony to the vigour and fertility of the soil, 
wer6 e^iially ilidieative of the nteglecti and de- 
solation, to which it was abandoned. For a long 
series of years, no ploughshare had penetrated 
its surface, no seed bad been cast upon its 
furrows; or, if at intervals the attempt was 
tfiad^, the c^ttte bad been intarnlbly seized 
iiplth phrebzy, had wildly blxfken h'om tfaft 
yoke; arid the plougb-ttiea Und hinds^, bad 
rushed (totit the upat in ^gbt and alahil, af- 
firming^ that it was haunted by the most tehriric 
phiintoms^ Who fbllowed tbd tabottrer in bis 
idulies with a kind of a^al fiimitiarity, Ibok- 
ingoveif bis shotildet^ in h manner which* no 
immanL uttderslanding coold bear, aiid which 
nothing cotild preveirt from^ proditcifig defirrum 
and madness. 

The qtiestfdri Mvt }b dispute #as, wba (Should 
receiM this more than duspfcioucr fidd, asr ti part 
of bis inheritanee. Every iuab setoied to tbfnk, 
as is the common course of the world, thai this 
«el&sttme spot, #bitJh tf btild be useless and of 
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no p6B8tbIe yalue in bis own care* ttight be ex« 
tremely applicable, and even advantageoos^ to 
his neigbbodr : femd llms the coiitest, for ila rif ht 
apprOpriatioil oontinlied till n late hour of the 
eVeningr. Al leng^tb, one of the party proposed 
a remedy, whichiAofigh not directly benefitting 
any one prdiettti seemed to promise a settle- 
ulent of the diis^ute. 

*< By a codicil iti the will/' said he, ** we are en- 
joified to shew some mark of kindness, to a 
poor relation of the testator, who lives hard by 
In th6 vilh^e; It is tme, the girl is very distant*^ 
ly related to;ua{ and there can be no doubt that 
portionless, as she is, she will yet procure a 
#4rtii man ibr her husband, for she is a clever, 
fmgal lass, and the people call her the pretty 
Sabiiia* Suppcse, we give up this ** Field 
of Terrdr" (O her ; we shall at once get irid of 
the testator's injunction ; and to say the truth, 
it is no itu^sidertible gift, provided she gets 
a husband who kaows how to go the right way 
to work with it." . The others immediately con- 
tseated to this i^roposalj and one of the relatives 
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/ 

was dispatched to announce the gracious bene- 
faction. 

In the mean time, as the twilight began to 
descend, somebody had knocked at Sabina's 
door, and to her question of ^ Who's there V* 
a reply was given, which had the instant effect 
of withdrawing the bolt of her little bed^room 
window. It was a voice long and anxiously 
sighed for, the voice of her faithful Constan- 
tine; who, poor as herself^ had two years before 
joined a regiment on foreign service, in the 
hope of facilitating a union with his beloved 
Sabina, whose heart filled with the purest af- 
fection, was entirely devoted to him. 

It was a beautiful sight to see the joy which 
lighted up the lovely countenance of Sabina, as 
her eyes diffused in tears, her face covered with 
smiles, appeared through the winding branches 
of columbine which grew before her cottage, 
and, as the erect and youthful soldier gazed 
upon her in modest silent bliss, and extended 
towards her his faithful hand. 

'< Oh ! Constantino,'^ $he exclaimed, in a low 
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and bashful lone of voice, ** heRTen be praised, 
that it has sent you ouce more home agaiu, and 
liviog. This has been the burden of all my 
evening and morning prayers, even when you 
may not have succeeded in obtaining the hoped 
for fortune." 

*^ As for fortune," replied Constantine, as he 
shook his head and smiled, ^. that indeed weara 
but a very indifferent aspect. Stiil, it is better 
than when I went away, and if you but feel coo- 
rage enough for the undertflking, I fancy we 
may yet be married, and manage to get through 
the world in tolerable decency*" 

** Faithful Constantine !" ejaculated Sabina, 
^ thus to connect your happiness, with the for- 
tunes of a poor deserted orphan !" 

*^ Come!'^ my love,' said the ardent soldier, 
*^ if yoii can but trust me, say so; give me at 
once your consent to our union. I assure you, 
things will not run so badly with us ; we shall 
be happy in each other, and*, with such a foun-^ 
dation, we may yet live like princes." 

^* And have you obtained your discharge f 
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Are yoi| really do longer a soldier ? Is the war 
at an end f ** 

. « Why as for that,?' rejoined her lover, ** the 
matter, at present, is. hardly decided in either 
way. The peace is not in fact conduded, but 
then, the war is quite at a stand ; and on this ac- 
eoiint, my colonel has thought it right to dis- 
band his regiment.'* 

Sabina now extended her hand to ber eager 
loTer, in all the JOy of youthful, ardent aflfection, 
and permitted her future bridegroooi to enter 
th<^ cottage. Ttt^ yoothful pair were speedily 
seated, and Constantine inJTormed bis mistress, 
that he had obtained his small stock of wealth 
frokk an Italian prinoner, wbom he had cap* 
lured on the field of battle, and wbohad paid 
this, as the price of his liberty and his life. 
Sabina, as she turned her wheel, listened with 
deep attention te^ ber taverns recital, bestawihg, 
from time to time, a smile of fond approbation 
upon his conduct ; and inwardly rejoicing, that 
no reproach could hereafter be thrown upon 
their slender means, thus honourably acquired* 
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Their converiatioa wns noiv ialerrapled bj 
the appearaQCtt dfllM mesMiigeiv dinpatobed by 
Sabioa's relations. Covered vilb bluabes^ and 
in a falUkmg voice, the modest f^\ preseoted 
faer desliBed bridegroom to the stranger ; and 
the latter replied : 

^ Why then, it ipoald seem, as if I had beeo 
sent most opportunely ; for if your betrothed 
lover has brought no very considerable share 
of wealth with him from the wara, the addition 
which I am coramissioaed to oASnti ia the name 
of the collected heirs to your relation's pro* 
perty^ cannot but be a welcome gift ; and it 
was indeed enjoined us, by the testator's will^ 
that we should remember you in a handsome 
way." 

There was something too much of arrogance, 
in the manner in which this piece of good for-> 
tune was tendered, to please the lofty spirit of 
Constantine. But the humble Sabina, wholly 
ignorant of the mode in which her relatives had 
evinced their generosity, received the commu* 
nication as a special interposition of Providence, 
and could only hold down her head, while her 
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face was covered with a smile of heart-felt, 
grateful joy. But, as soon as she heard that 
the ** Field of Terror" was the promised boon^ 
with which her claim was to be liquidated, the 
base injustice of her relations pressed to her 
heart, with a painful sickening coldness ; and . 
she felt it impossible to restrain the overflowhig 
tears of disappointed hope. Her relation, with 
a smile of half-suppressed contempt, expressed 
his regrety that she should have allowed her« 
self to expect more than her friends had 
thought right to allot her ; ** And indeedi" he 
observed^ ''this is a much larger proportion 
of the inheritance, than you could fairly hope 
to receive. 

With this speech, he was about to retire, but 
Constantino threw himself in his way; and with 
that intrepid coolness, which so frequently at* 
tends a mind conscious of its own superiority, 
he said: ** Sir! I perceive, that you and your 
fellows, have been pleased to convert the be- 
nevolent intentions of the deceased, into mere 
derision and mockery; and that it is your joint 
resolve to withhold a single shilling of his prof^ 
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perty, from the v^rthy girl who k now my bride 
^leet. We shall still accept your proffered boon, 
in the full confidence, that, under the guidance 
of Heaven, this dreaded ** Field of Terror,** 
may be productive of more advantages in the 
bands of an honest soldier, than can enter the 
imaginatioDS of such a groveling, selfish set of 
poltroons." 

The messenger, who felt rather uneasy at the 
tone and manner assumed by the young sol- 
dier, did not hazard a reply; and with an al« 
tered countenance, hurried out of the cottage, 

Constantine now kissed away the tears from 
Sabiua's cheeks, and hastened on the wings of 
joy, to fix with* the curate, an early day of 
marriage. 

After a few weeks, Constantine and Sabina 
were married ; and entered upon their humble 
mode of house-keeping. The money brought 
from the wars was chiefly expended in. the 
purchase of a fine yoke of oxen ; part of the re- 
mainder was invested in seed and necessary 
articles of household furniture ; and the rest re* 
served for daily expenditure to be doled out in 
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the most eeonomical maQoer^ tHl the barvett ef 
the Bucceediog; year should replenwh their 
dtores. But, as CoDstaotiiie droire hk cattle and 
plough to the field of labour/ he looked back 
upon Sidbina with a smiling countenance, and 
assured her, he was now going to sow the real 
seed of gold^ which another year would restore 
with two-fold bounty. Sabina could only fol- 
low him with her anxious looks, and wish, 
in her heart, that he were once safely returned 
from the detested ** Field of Terror." 

It is true, he returned home, and that long 
before the Tesper-beil had sounded; but far 
from being so joyful, as in the native confi- 
dence of bis heart, he had promised himself in 
Iv the morning^ He dragged laboriously after him 
the fragments of his shattered plough ; before 
him paced with difficulty, one of his oxen sorely 
maimed ; and marks of blood were seen on his 
own head and shoulder. But he bore up under 
bis numerous misfortunes, with a sound and 
even cheerful heart; and consoled with undi- 
minished spirit, the grief of his weeping Sabina; 
««Come,"said he,with asmile,<^getyour pickling 
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tubs in order ; for the goblio who reigne iq the 
'* JPield of Terror/' has made uit a present of a 
large quantity of beef, llie beast 1 brought 
home with me has so injured himself in his 
phrensy, that he will never more be fit for la- 
bour; anily as for the other, he darted off into 
the mountains, where I had the joy of seeing 
him cast himself into the torrent, from whence 
he will never again make his appearance. 

^Oh, my relations! my wicked relatiops," 
sobbed the disconsolate Sabina. **Tbey have 
not only deprived you, by their pernicious do« 
nation, of the little property for which yon so 
sorely travailed ; but they have also covered 
you with wounds, and crippled your strength/' 

** That is an affiiir of but little consequence,'' 
rejoined the intrepid Constantine. ^ The beasts 
managed to get me between them, just as their 
fury bad reached its summit ; and I was de- 
termined not to relinquish my hold. But, Hea« 
ven be praised ! things might have gone a 
great deal worse with me ; and in the morning, 
I will be in the field again." 

Sabina used every means in her power, to dis« 
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iuade her husband from bis resolation ; but he 
only repliedi by saying; that so long as he 
could mo Ye an arm or a leg, the field should not 
lie idle. ^ If we cannot plough it, we will dig it : 
and I am no timid beast of labour, but a tried 
and dauntless soldier, over whom a goblin can 
have no power." He now slaughtered the 
wounded ox ; cut it in pieces; and, on the fol-> 
lowing morning, while Sabina was busied in 
preparing it for pickle, pursued his road of the 
previous day, scarcely less alert and cheerful 
than then, though now obliged to handle the 
hoe and spade, instead of guiding his oxen, 
and well mounted plough. 

This time, he returned rather late in the 
evening, rather pale and exhausted; but full of 
spirits, and soon capable of tranquilizing his 
agitated wife. 

This kind of labour makes one weary," said 
he, with a smile ; ** for there is a sort of goblin 
fellow stands constantly beside me ; sometimes 
in one form and sometimes in another, and 
mocks me both with word and deed ; but he 
seems to feel no little surprize, that I give no 
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beed to his pranks ; and, it is this which fills me 
with fresh courage. Besides, these kiod of 
creatures have no power over an honest man, 
who is labouring in his vocation." 

This continued for many days together. The 
persevering Cbnstantine, pursued, without in- 
terruption, his daily labour of digging, sowing, 
and eradicating the weeds and useless plants 
which had overspread the field. It is true, the 
slow process of the spade, only enabled him 
to cultivate a small portion of the estate; but 
this served to make him the more zealous and 
Industrious in his occupation; and he, at lengthy 
saw a crop spring up, which promised, and 
eventually produced, a suflicient, if not an 
abundant harvest. Even the toil of reaping, and 
transporting it from the field to the barn, was 
thrown entirely upon his own shoulders ; for 
the labourers in the vicinity would not have en- 
gaged, for any consideration, in spending a day 
tipon the dreaded ^* Field of Terror ;" and he 
would, on no account, permit Sabina to lend her 
ftssistance, since her advanced state of preg* 
oancy, led him to hope for that increase of 
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his family, witli wbidi she shortly (ilresetated 
him. 

The diild was bom, and in thre^ yean an 
addition was made of twb more, withdut aily 
change ih the worldly circitiilstantes of Con- 
stantine. By persereraDce and nnditninnhed 
zeal, he continaed to foi'ce from the fearful 
^ Field of Terrbr*' aii annual extension of jiro- 
ddee, and thus redeemisd his pledge to Sibiha 
of Bringing her through all her diffienlties like 
an hpnest mail* 

One evening in autamb, as. the shade pf night 
began to set in, and Constantine Irais still busied 
with his spade, a tall robust man, of unusual 
size of limb, black and. sooty as a t^arcoalr 
burner, and holding a furnace poker in bis 
hand, appeared suddisnly beforie bim^ and said : 
^* Are thfere nb cattle to be had in this part of 
the country, that you thus labour away widi 
your two bauds f One itould suppose, by the 
«xtbnt of your hmdmarks, that ^ou were a 
wealthy fanneh*' Constantine was perfectly 
aware of the sthusgec^ chaclicteri and treated 
kim in the Jsan^cool way, With wbith be usually 
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received the goblin of tlie field. He remained 
silent, endea^ovred tb withdraw his attention 
from the figure before him to his work, and 
laboured on with double ardour; But the 
awerthy visitor, instead of disappearing^, as 
was the usual practice of the goblin, to present 
himself again in a more frightful and alarming 
form, remained where he stood, and in a friendly 
tone continued: ^ Mj good fellow, you are 
doin^i* both yourself and me injustice by this 
line of conduct. Give me an honest and candid 
answer. Perhaps I may know of a remedy for 
ydttr ills;" 

<^ Well tfaen/' rejoined Constantine, ^ in 
Heaven's name he it so. If you should but 
cajole me with these friendly wdrds, the fault 
will be at yohr door and not at mine." 
. With this he began to relate the whole story 
of bii adventures since he had taken possession 
of the field. He gave an undisguised recital 
of his fiivt distress, a fidtfaful representation of 
his jtist and honest indignation against the 
goblin who hatinted bis property, and detailed 
the difficulty he found under such continual 
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interruption and proTOcation, of supporting his 
fiuniiy by the mere application of his hoe and 
spade. 

The stranger gave an attentive ear to the 
narrative, seemed lost in thought for a few 
minutes, and then broke forth in the following 
address: 

**1 see, my good fellow, that you know who I 
am ; and 1 look upon it as a proof of your frank 
and manly disposition, that you have made no 
concealment, that you have spoken out boldly 
of the displeasure you entertain towards me. 
To say the truth, you certainly have had suffi- 
cient cause; but in thus putting your mettle to 
the test, 1 will make a proposal which may in- 
deninify you for a good deal of the past. It 
sometimes happens that, when I have fairly 
exhausted myself in wild and fantastic tricks, 
through wood, and field, and mountain, I begin 
to fancy I should like to attach myself to some 
quiet family, that I may live foi^ half a year 
or so, a peaceful orderly life. What do you 
say to taking me for six months as your ser- 
vant r 

2 
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. ** It is not right) from people of your sort/' 
said Comstantine^ *^ to pass your jokes iipoA ao 
honest man, who reposes confidence in you." 

** No ! no !" replied the other, ^ there is no 
joke in it ; it is my serious intention* You will 
find in me a sturdy, active servant ; and, as long 
as 1 live with you, not a single spirit or spectre 
will venture to «hew himself on the <* Field of 
Terror," so that you may admit whole herds of 
cattle to bronze upon it." 

^* I should like the thing well enough," re- 
joined Constantino, ** if I were but sure that 
you would keep your word; and above all, 
that 1 were doing right in making the engage- 
ment." 

'^ Thlit must be your own affair," said the 
istranger; *^ but I have never broken my word 
since these Ogre mountains have stood, and a 
mere creature of evil and malice I certainly adi 
not. A little merry and wild and mischievous 
sometimes I own— but that is all !" 

^ Why I almost believe," said Constantine, 
<< that you are the celebrated Number-nip." 

^* Harkee !" cried the stranger, with a frowo, 

Vol. III. c 
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** if that be l^ur opiBSoii,IwooIdal0oliav<^ you 
10 know, that the mighty spirit of tiM mdiin^ 
taihs cflQDot eDdiire that Dame ; and that hb 
^hoies to <mU himself the Loid of the Hills." 

« Thit would be an odd sort iof a senrinl 
wiuisal mast call my Lord of the Hills;" said 
Constantinbi in a tone of raillery^ 

^* You 'may call me Forester then," rejoined 
. his companion. Ckmstantine l(M>bd aWfaite on 
the earth, pondering upon the course he should 
adopt, and fft ISeogth extlnimed : 

<^ Well ! agreed ! I €an hardly do aimiss iii 
aecepting your services; ) have often seen a 
•poor senseless brute drilled into domestic tise, 
by carrying parcels, turning spits and other 
hbusehold diilies-^why not a goblin ?" 

His new servant burst into a hearty laugh 
at this bbserTatim, and said : ** 1 must aeknoww 
ledge such ah eiiimate was never before made 
of one of niy family. But 1 am not the Ian 
pleased with it, so give me your hand my 
honoured master.'' 

Confitantine made a farther oonditioii, that 
his new servant ^as, on no account, to inform 



OF TSRROB. 19 

Sabioa or the children of Ihs ooniiexion witk 
tiie « Field of Terro^,'' or mlher of his deeceat 
froni the eiven» aiid Bhafti of the Og^ moun* 
taiiis; nor Wasp be, on any occasiony to exhibit 
any of hie fearibl 'goUin tricke dl>ont the hous^ 
dr coart*y«rd; ieind^ at Foreiter promised all 
that was required of him with erery token of 
good 1 faiths thie bargain was soon at aii end, 
and they now proceeded home. 
• > SBbina,afier8 time, wondered at the increai^* 
ing pfToeperity of their ddibiestic economy i and 
iktB nbt wholly free from feeliiiga of jsecret 
driad at their swttthy gigantic assistant At 
fifst the childvea ttever. yeniured outside thid 
door, when thiey perceived him at li^ork in the 
yard or garden ; bat, by degrees, his frieiidly in« 
dnatriods habits gained upon them all; and when 
he occdsioiilEiUy indulged in a fit of fantastic 
merriment^ by chdstng the d<^ or the poultry 
iNNittd the hoose, tt i^as considered more emiis*- 
ing than sorprisiog; and a single look from 
Condtantinewas, at any time, sufficient to bring 
him within- the proper limite of order* In full 
reliaiice upon the promntest of the mountain 
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spirit, ConstantiDe applied the slender savings 
of many years to the purchase of a fresh yoke 
of oxen ; and with his newly amended plough 
drove to the field in the highest glee. Sabina 
looked after him with an anxious sorrowful 
countenance, and with an equally anxious inind 
awaited his return in the evening, fearing a re- 
newal "of the same disaster, tlie same disap* 
pointed hopes, .or that his personal injuries^ 
this tinie, hiight be more dangerous and alarm- 
ing than before. But with the sound of the 
vesper-bell, Constandne came singing through 
the village, driving his sleek well fed yoke be^ 
fore him, kissed his wife and children in the 
fuIueite.of his joy, and shook his servant cor* 
dially by the hand. 

Forester now frequently went to the .field 
alone, while : Constantine remained behind en* 
gaged about the yard or garden. A consider- 
able piece of the *< Field of Terror" was cleared 
for cultivation ; and, to the great astonishment 
of the village neighbours, and the equal dis- 
content and envy of Sabina's selfish relations, 
evlery thing assumed an air. of prosperity and 
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comfort. It is truoi CoDstantiney when aloDe, 
ofteD reflected that all this could be but of short 
duration^ ** and Heaven knows" be exclaimed, 
<< how I ^ha)! manage with the harvest; for 
Forester's time will then be out, and the goblin 
of the field may chuse to appear with replen- 
ished spirits." But he considered that the 
gathering in of the crop was a labour which, of 
itself, gave additional vigour to the workman's 
arm and heart ; and it was possible that For- 
ester, for old acquaintance sake, might keep 
the land free firom guests ; as in fact, at times 
of cheerful relaxation, the latter seemed to 
imply. 

In the course of time, the needful labours of 
the field were completed. Winter arrived, and 
Constantine daily drove to the forest for a stock 
of fuel and wood.^ On one of these days it so 
chanced that Sabina was entreated to visit a 
poor widow in the village, who lay dangerously 
ill ; and whom, as far as their increasing means 
admitted, Constantino and his wife, had been 
accustomed to relieve. She was at a loss how 
to dispose of the children during her absence, 
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but Forester cuS^riiig, his services, firitb .li'lhose 
storieil tbe cbildfen were ^Iway^ Aelighte^y and 
wiib wb^m tbey were ever pleased tp. remaia, 
«be proceeded op bl^i^ cbarifable purpqse. witb* 
oul furtb^CibesitatiofN - : ' 

Aboulan-^oar after ber departufe^ Coii$tati'- 
tip^ returned from l)ie forest ; ^nd baving dis* 
posed of bis waggon in tbe oql-boMiie, and pre- 
pared tbe stall for bia cattle;, be proceed^ ^to* 
wards tbe bouse to revise bis nqfnbed ^aqd 
frozen liinbs by tbe blaze, of a cbe^fful firew 
On ^pproacbing tb^ dopr^ bis oar W9i$ sa|ut€|d 
by a qry of psiioful distress from ^^ cbildren* 
He darted into tbe bouse, and, on entering tbe 
fitting-room, found tbe cbildren creeping be- 
faiad tbe sf pve^ and crying aloud for he||^if bi|^ 
forester T7as>wjld|y juinpiifgvBbqut.tbiS ropip 
witb shouts of violent, {augbtei^, ma^ipg tbe 
most bideous anc) disgusting focey, ^nd >vitb' a 
crown of sparjos find fiery rays playing about 
Jiis bead. 

<< Wbi|t is all this ?" said Gonstantine, in a 

. tone of indignant a^ger, and tbe supernatural 

decorations of Forester's bead disappeared ; bis 



ftintaslic nerrmieiit JMlanl^ o«iietf| ind he be- 
gan to excuse hiouielf with gi9«l litMiiilitjr for 
ikufl trying to amuse the childfna. But the chil- 
4isen ran towarde their fatbert coaipiaiDiDg that 
Forester had first ei all teld them.a number of 
meet borrt6c steries, and that then be had wm* 
sumed a variety of frightful disguises, sane- 
times a|ipeating with . the head o£ a ram, 
sometimes with that ef a dogt 

** Eddugh I enough P' exclaimed Constan- 
tioe* *^ Away, eirrab! you and t.no longer 
lemiia under the same roo£'* With this he 
seized Forester by the arm, and shoved him 
violently out of Che. Jiouse^ desiriag the cbil-* 
dren to remain quietly in the room, and to dis- 
miss theiriears. 

Forestei suffered all this without uttering a 
single word of expostulation ; but, ^ soon, as 
he found himself alone with Constat^ine ie the 
i]fpen court, be said with a smiling countenance : 
*^ I hfope^ master* we shall make the matter up* 
1 kuow 1 have done a very foolish thing, biit I 
assure you it shall never happen again* Some- 
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how or other the old mad fit came upon me^ 
and I forgot mygelf/' 

^^ For that yery reason, becande you 4mD 
forget yourself," rejoined Constantine, ** we 
part. You might terrify my children into s 
paroxysm of phrenzy, and, as I have said, our 
contract here terminates." 

** My time is not up ;*^ said Forester, in a 
dogged tone, ^ I will go into the house." 
' " Not fi step further-.-at your peril!" cried 
Constantine* ** You have broken, the agree- 
ment by your cursed goblin tricks, and all that 
I can do is to pay you your full wages. Here, 
take it and pack yourself off." 

" My full wages ?"^ said the mountain-spirit, 
with a sneer of bitter contempt. Have you^ 
never seen my stores of gold in the caverns of 
yonder hills ^ 

''< 1 do this more on my own account than 
yours," said Constantine, f^ no man shall call 
me his debtor." And so saying, he forced the 
money into his servant's pocket. 

^^ And ^hat is to be done with the Field of 
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Terror?" enquired Forester,.WD a soleinu but 
almost ireful tone. 

<* That whJcb it may please God :*' rejoined 
Constanline. '< Twenty fields of terror are of 
no importance to me in comparison with the 
safety of a single hair of my poor children'a 
heads. Take yourself away, or I shall give 
you thafy.you will long have ciuise to remem- 
ber r 

*^ Gently !'' cried the mountain-spirit, ** gently ! 
my friend* When any of my family conde^ 
scend to assume a human form,, they chuse one 
of rather stern materials. You might chance 
to get an under birth in this same fray, and m 
that case Heaven be merciful unto you !'* 

** That it has ever been," said Constantine, 
^ and has also given me a frame of no slendec 
power* Away to your mountains, disgusting 
monster I I now warn you for the last time.'' 

Excited by this reproach to a pitch of violent 
fury. Forester sprang upon Constantine, and 
an obstinate fight ensued. They struggled 
about the yard for a considerable time, each, 
using every means in his power : to overthrow 
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Us adversary, withoul victory declaring herself 
upon either side ; till at lengib ConstattliQey 
by his superior skill 19 wrestlings manage d to 
bring Ins opponent to the earth, and having 
placed his knee upon the chest of bis fallea 
loe, b^;aa to pummel him raiost fartoasly, ex«s 
daiming ; ^ Til teach you to attack yom! 
master, my predoos Lord of the Hilb." 

The Lord of the Hills, however, laughed so 
heartily at this address^ that Const^tine con* 
eeiving his manly efforts 4o h0 the . subjecl 
of derisioa, only, laid on with redoubled vigour^ 
till at length the farmer exclaimed : ^ For God's 
sake hold ! I am not laughiogat you,I am Jaugln 
ing at myself and I humUy beg your, pcurdon V^ 

^ That is another umt of affair,** said Con- 
stantine, as he rose up and assisted his con« 
qner^d adversary to regain his 1^^« . 

*^ I have now learnt what humaa life! is, from 
the very foundation upwards^" swd the Jailer, 
still continuing his noisy laughter. *^ l donjA iC 
any. of my kindred have ever pursued the: 
study 80 profoundly. But harkee ! my goad 
ieUow, you must admit that I. earned on the 
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WW in mk bonoiirafale way. Foe at you will 
see yooraelf^ I might with, ease hare called io 
Uf a> dozep moODtain-spirite to my asMttance^ 
tbopgli amidst all . this laugbtsr,. I know not 
how I should have set about it* 

■ 

^ Coastantiae with a serious air^ tiqw looked 
at the still laugl|iog Nnmberinip^ aad said) 
^ It jsr clear yoct mpst entertaia a gcudge against 
me» and thiii will not paly be repaid me at the 
field P of Terror,^ but in many an evil chanee 
elsewhere ; sUU 1 cannot repent of what I baro 
done* I have only exercised a paternal duty 
onbebalf of my children, i^d were the. thing 
to do over ag|iin, I should, on raatare reiec« 
tioDyiiepealit. ' ... 

** No, no ! said Nomber*nip laughingly, 
don't make yourself uneasy. I have had quite 
enough for once* Cultivate the Field of Terror 
from year to year, at your own will and plea- 
sure. I here pass my word that no fearful 
phantom shall be seen upon it from this day 
forwards, as long as the Ogre mountains stsnd. 
And so fare ye well, my honest, but rigid 
master !'' 
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With this he gave a friendly nod of adieu^ 
and disappeared ; nor was he ever more seen 
by Constantine. But^ Number-nip kept his 
word, and even, more. An unusual degree 
of prosperity attended all the .labours of his 
former employer, and Constantine soon became 
the richestfarmer in the village. And when his 
children were permitted to play in the '' Feld 
of Terror" — a spot which both they and Sabina 
now visited without the slightest dread, they 
sometimes related in the evening, that Forester 
had come to see them, and told them some of 
his former amusing stories. On such occasions 
they generally found their pockets filled 
with either comfits, toys, or pieces of pretty 
inoney. 
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** W HERB is our Maria V* enquired Martin. 

^^^She is playing abroad, yonder upon the 
green," replied his wife^ ** with little Andrew 
bur neighbours' son. 

*^ I hope they will not stray away, and lose 
themselves during our absence from home. 
Go, housewife, and warn them to heed how 
they roam not for." 

The mother immediately hastened towards 
the children, and bade them to beware how 
they wandered from the spot. ** Fear not,*' 
returned the boy, ^ that we shall venture near 
the Goblins* Wood, we are too much afraid of 
approaching it.*' 

\ Thus assured of their caution in this respect, 

2 
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the good dame hastened with her husband to 
the field in order to assist him, it being the 
hay season; for Martin fanned a little ground, 
and had the prospect of being able, not ooly 
to support his wife and child more comfortably 
than the neighbouriug peasants, but also of 
laying somewhat by, every year. As they 
were proceeding along, he observed to his 
wife, that the spot which they now occupied 
was uhiisually fertile ; ibe village itself riesem^ 
foling an orchard, so thickly wias it stifedded 
with fruit-trees, while the gr4ubd was Covered 
with the richest herbage and flbwera: ^ May," 
continued he, '^ereiy object hereabouts ivears 
an aspect of cheerfulness; even the- very 
cottages themselves have an air of- neatness 
and comfort, which I have t»ever> observed in 
any other place. The sky has a dye vf deeper, 
clearer blue ; the woods are arrayed in a 
livery df a brighter verdure." * \ 

«< It Is true,*' returned Bridgot, << b'a^ «s soon 
as one ctoisses yon stream, the a|ipeiEiriEuice tf 
the country is suddenly changed^ There 
nature- is not only wild, but absohileiy bar- 



reoi A slrange drearities«i marks the whole 
terrilory,— ear viIIaglB» en the cefitinry, is 
admired by all eOrangen for its singular 
beauty;" 

^ And yety-' obserlFed the husband* ^ yoi| 
gloomy wood of firs»:haa something in it 
stringely meltecboly. I kaow not why, but 
I neirer either pass by, or look upon it without 
feeling a seicret dread* Look ! how dismal.it 
appearsi asd what a contrast it presents to the 
rest of the landscape*'' 

^ ** la soMh it does,' t should fancy it cannot 
oe iBtiflDiieii* 

*^ Aye, so should I, although of that 1 wot 
fiot very clearly, seeing that none of our 
Tillage eal-es b^er to at>proaiih the spot*" 

^ An it be the abode of aught, it caduot be 
ef christian souls : perhaps it may be the 
residence— i-" 

'^ Hush! damei bosh !•' interrupted JVIartid^ 
I would not that we speak* ill of the place* Or 
who knows but that we repent it V* 

They had, by this time, reached the field ; 
where we will leave them, while we examine 
more narrowly the subject of their discourse, 
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and of their dread* The gloomy spot, some^ 
times denominated by the peasants the Gob'* 
lins' Woodi lay somewhat apart from the 
Tillage, within a hollow, to which the dark 
trees, with their stinted foliage, imparted a 
terrifying character of cbeerlessness and bor* 
ron On approaching sufficiently near, a few 
miserable hovels might be descried^ whose 
ruinous, mouldering walls bespoke not only 
decay but desertion. Of population there 
was no sign, save that at times, some miser* 
able crone, clad in the attire of extreme 
wretchedness, and of truly hideous* aspect, 
might be seen carrying a brat, squallid and 
deformed as herself. Sometimes too, a large 
black monster whose form could hardly be 
termed human, was seen to enter some one 
of the huts, attended by a dog of appea* 
ranee equally horrible. At other 4imes, strange 
forms might be perceived crouching around 
a dimly blazing fire» whose lurid flame just 
served to render their outline discernable. 
No one of the village, however, ventured to 
approach sufficiently near to mark these shapes 
of wild horror, or else not even the magh: 
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beauty that surrounded their own dwellings 
would hare induced them longer to abide in 
the vicinity of such a scene. 

The little Maria and her companion, after 
playing about for some time in the meadow, 
where they had been plucking daisies, 8ud« 
denly flung away what they had been so care- 
folly collecting, and began a race in which 
the former soon lost sight of her competitor. 
*< He has certainly entered the wood,'' ex* 
claimed she to herself, ** surely I too may 
▼entufe in/' At the same moment she per- 
ceived a little dogi which by wagging its tail 
in a friendly manner appeared to invite her to 
the spot. 

Taking courage, therefore, she scrambled 
over the low mound which seemed to inclose 
the wood; but how great was her astonish"^ 
ment when, having entered the latter, instead 
of finding a dismal forest, choaked with tangled 
thorns and underwood, she perceived herself 
to be in a delightful garden, where flowers of 
every hue, and of the most odoriferous fragrance, 
grew in the utmost luxuriance. Butterflies 
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ef surprising brilliancy, whose hues rivalled 
the blaze of the glow-worm, ^dded to the en- 
cbantment of the seene, while birds of molt 
splendid phitnagey suspended from lofty tk*ees, 
in golden ciiges^ cothpleted tiie fascination by 
the melody of their songs. Clothed in robes 
of dazzling white, beautiful children Weils 
s^en disporting in this fairy paradise i some 
were playing with lambs whose fleeces seamed 
to rival the gulden curling clouds that Vteil 
the setting sun ; others were employed in 
feeding the birds, or in gathering the #owers 
that presented themselves in such profusion^ 
and in formii^ them into tasteful chaplets and 
festoons, while others were feasting . on tho 
delicious fruitbge which loaded the trees* N9 
hovel was now to be discerned, biit ib their 
stead, there was seen a structure of the cost- 
fiest materials, ^nd. the richi^st architecture^ 
Col urns of jasper^ and the rarest marble reared 
high th^ir golden capitals, and iseemied to com*^ 
plete the effect of this scene, where the choicest 
productions of nature were combined with the 
most gorgeous efforts of art* 
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Maria istood fat •ome moanttte straek iMlion- 
fesBwidi imtotiishtiieiit; as, however, herg«p- 
prjse wks accompanied wiUi extrenie delight, 
she soon recotered herself suffieientiy to 
address one of the children whom she there 
saw, with the familiar confidence natanil to 
her age. 

** Alt Ihou come hither, at length, to he oor 
companion^'' enquired the little creature, to 
whom she addreased herself. ** Foil oft have 
we beheld thee rtt»nhig and gamboling witbovt 
the beundary of our abode/* 

** Bat I hav« been told strange tales by An- 
drew, who has frequently said, that only gyp- 
sies and goUins were to be found here ;«— but 
then, from without, the place has, lo be mtre, 
a very horrible appearance/' 

*^ Do but remain with lis,*' replied the child, 
^ and you wili discover what varied delights 
attend us here." She then plucked a certain 
fruit of most delicious flavour, and presented it 
to Maria, who having tasted of it, instantly for- 
got the anxiety her abs^K^e might caaBe,^and 
fejt as if die was to remain intfais new habitation. 

d2 
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Her Gompanion now condacted her to a beau* 
tifiil femak, richly attired id drapery of sur- 
prizing lustre and brilliancyy and decorated 
with the most costly ornaments, siich as Maria 
had never before seen. The lady welcomed 
her afTectionatelyy and inquired whether she 
was content to exchange her parents* cottage 
for such a residence and to dwell with them. 

** Most willingly," exclaimed the delighted 
child. ** Here are already so many charming 
flowers, so many sweet fruits; that our gar- 
den, looks sterile and dreary, although I once 
deemed it a paradise, compared with what 
then appeared to me, a desolate spot, and 
uninhabitedf save by hissing reptiles, or beings 
even still more foul." 

The lady smiled and withdrew, leaving her 
to the numerous little' companions, who now 
presented themselves to Maria, requesting that 
she would become the associate of their sports. 
Some fondly caressed her, and invited her to 
join them in a dance; others sought to divert 
her by their songs, and others by curious toys. 
With none, however, did she feel inclined to 
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become so familiar as. with Zerina, ihe one 
whom she had first addressed on entering the 
garden. 

** Come bitber,'* said Zerina, *< and I will in- 
struct you in an amusement such as you will 
acknowledge to be most wondrous.'' Su sayiqg, 
she ran swiftly to the palace, and immediately 
returned with a little box, filled with bright^ 
glittering seeds, fine as dust. Then taking 
sdme g^ins of it in her hand, she scattered 
them upon the grass, which thereupon began to 
wave and heave ; and bushes started up from 
the earth, laden with roses of the brightest 
tints, and most fragrant perfume, so that the 
whole air breathed of their odour. 

Maria also strewed some of the dust on the 
ground, and lilies andtulips of the richest dies 
sprang up instantaneously, together with a di« 
versity of flowers still more beauteous, and not 
resembling any with which we are acquainted. 
Upon a signal made by Zerina, they suddenly 
disappeared, and were as quickly replaced by 
others. Having displayed her skill for some 
time, and exhausted the magic contents of her 
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box, Zerina bade the young stranger prepare 
berself to witnets sometfaiiig still laore sur- 
prising. Upon this, she buried two fir-apples 
in tbe ground, and stamped them firmly down. 
•— <* Fear not,*' said she to Maria, *^ but clasp me 
fipniy." Tbe latter did as commanded, and 
immediately found herself boriie upwards to a 
considerable beigth, by two pine trees whicb 
arose from the groufid, and carried them up on 
their topmost boughs. And while tbe twocfaik 
dren thus stood waving backwards and fof'p 
wards with ib» motion of tbe lofty If eesy as 
thqr sported with tbe evening ssepbyrs, theif 
comptttioDs sportrrely climbed up the tapering 
stems, and attacked Zerina and Maria» utter- 
ing all the while, loud ^xdamation of frolic 
mirth* Durii^ this contest^ some of tbwi 
slipped and fell, but instead of being precipi^ 
tated head*long, sank gently to the earth* 
wavering to and fro as a light feather drops 
t0 the ground. At length, Maria became 
alarmed at her situation ; ber companion, there- 
fore, sang a few words, and the trees forthwith 
sank again in the same manni^ in which they 
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bad risen, and deposited them in safety on the 
ground. 

They then entered the palaee, where, in a 
spacious circular hall of the richest and most 
fanciful architecture, they found a number of 
beautiful females of various ages, who were re- 
galing upon the most delicious fruits, while 
notes of the most ravishing melody formed a 
fitting concert to this fairy banquet. The dome 
of the apartment was o^ercanopied with foliage 
and festoons arranged in the most tasteful 
manner ; and between these were represented 
the figures of little genii of children, in every 
variety of attitude. These figures moved sym* 
phoniously, as it were, with the ipusic, and the 
colours too, became mor^ or less bright as the 
toneis increased or died away. At one time, the 
green hues of the foliage would sparkle with all 
the clear, vivid brillianicy of the emerald, then 
again they would nearly fade away so as almost 
to disappear. Suddenly would the flowers glow 
with the dye of the ruby ; and azure and purple, 
and gold, commingle in intense lustre; the 
naked children would disport in wanton mo* 
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tions, while the sparkling of eyes, the ivory of 
teethf and the warm crimson of lips, imparted a 
gay and joyous sense of life to the whole 
scene. 

A flight of brazen steps conducted from this 
hall into a subterraneous apartment, where lay 
much gold and silver, together with jewels 
that sparkled in every variety of tint. Along 
the walls, stood a row of beauteous vases, all 
apparently filled with treasures, and the most 
valuable rarities. ^ Gold might here be seen 
worked into every shape^ and dazzled the eye 
with its surpassing polish. A number of dwarfs 
were busily occupied inserting out heaps of coin', 
and arranging them in different vessels : others 
of most grotesque figure, hump-backed, and 
with long red noses, in comparison with which, 
the ruby would seem pale, and of complexions 
rivalling in dye, the precious metal committed 
to their charge, were employed in bringing in 
sacks of gold, whose shining contents they 
forthwith spread out upon the floor. In their 
active hurry, they would frequently jostle 
against, and overthrow each other; and, upon 
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soch occasion, they would utter strange, wild 
sounds, accompanied by gestures equally sin« 
gnlar.' When these extraordinary little beings 
perceived that Maria laughed at their ugliness 
and their antic motions, they mocked at her 
with the oddest grimaces possiblte. 

At the further end of the apartment, sate a 
little shrivelled old man of most diminutive 
figui*e, whom Zerina saluted with the utmost 
courtesy; to which, he replied by a grave bow 
with his head. In one of his hands he bore a 
sceptre, and upon his brow, he wore a rich 
crown : all the other dwarfs appeared to reve- 
rence him as their sovereign, and to watch for 
his commands. 

** What bringeth ye hither ?" demanded he, 
as the children approached towards where he 
was seated,' in a tone that caused Maria to 
tremble. 

** We come merely to behold thy treasures, 
my good father," returned Zerina. 

** Aye f murmured out the old man, ** I 
deemed it was some such folly. Will there 
ne'er be any end to this impertinent curiosity V* 
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Then, without bestowing any farther notice 
upon the intrudere, he turned to his dwar&y 
and continued to give them directions, during 
which occupation, he was not sparing of his 
reproofs, which be uttered in no very mild tone. 

** Who is this austere old man f* asked Mc^ria. 

** He is lord of the mines and metals," re- 
plied her companion. 

On quitting this place, they appeared to have 
regained the open air, for they arrived at the 
bank of a large stream, yet Maria observed, 
that she could perceive neither sun nor other 
luminary whence the light proceeded, nor any 
sky above her head. A small boat approached: 
they stepped into it, and Zerina steered the 
vessel with great dexterity* They proceeded 
at a rapid rate, and, on gaining the middle of 
the water, Maria observed, that a thousand lit- 
tle channels and streams branched out in every 
direction* 

<* Those streams to the right;" said Zerina, 
« serve to water your garden. They are the 
cause of its unusual luxuriance and fertility." 

Proceeding a little farther, they discerned 
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swarms of little children rbiog np from the 
waveSf nad sporting in an what appeared their 
native element* Many of them were crowned 
with chaplets of rushes and water lilies; others 
were faotistically ornamented with coral in 
various devices ; and others again were sonnd- 
ing coaobs and shells, making a wondrous, but 
not unpleasing melody, that caused the shores 
to re-echo. Among these infant forms, were 
also seen othen, of beautiful females, emerging 
from tbe dark crystal waves, as the moon bursts 
forth through a sable cloud, whose edges then 
suddenly glitter with fleecy silver. The little 
creatures frolicked aroimd tbe beauties of the 
water, bounding from one to the other, with 
loud cries of joy, and caressing them with eager 
delight; and, npon perceiving tbe stranger, 
all hastened to salute her, surrounding the 
vessel in a tumultuous, joyous manner, like a 
troop of baccbantes. 

The vessel, in the meanwhile, forcing its way 
through this crowd, entered the channel of a 
small stream which grew narrower and nar- 
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rower. At lengtbi it stopped; and Zerina 
struck the rocky bank, which immediately 
opened after the manner of a door, where on 
alighting, they were received by a female 
figure 9 whose complexion and drapery were 
entirely of a glowing red colour. 

** Are our friends all well V enquired Zerina. 
*< Is every thing right ?' 

** Perfectly so/' returned their conductress, 
^ there is, as you will shortly find, nol ack of 
mirth; you will be delighted too with the de- 
lightful warmth of our abode." 

Thus saying, she led them down a winding 
stair-case, and' Maria suddenly found herself 
in a hall of such amazing splendour, that, for 
some few moments, she was quite dazzled by 
the brilliancy of the scene. Flame-coloured 
tapestries shed over the walls, a rich purple 
glow of various tints : they were apparently 
embroidered all over with figures of the most 
surprising workmanship ; yet. what most ex- 
cited the wonder of the newly-arrived visitor, 
was, to perceive that these figures kept dancing 



BLFIN-IiAND. 45 

up and down, with gestnres expressive of the 
utmost delight. They were all of most sur- 
passing beauty as to forms and proportions, and 
quite transparent, so that they appeared to be of 
flame-tinted crystal; and one might imagine 
that he perceived the blood playing within 
their veins. They too, appeared to welcome 
Maria by signs, expressive of friendliness and 
pleasure, and the latter would fain have ap- 
proached nearer, had not Zerina forcibly pre- 
vented her ; assuring her, that to touch them 
would prove her destruction, for they were 
shapes of fire* 

^ What meanest thou ?" enquired Maria of 
her companion ; *^ how can these beautiful 
creatures exist in such an element, or endure 
the torture of it f* 

" They might as well demand, how we can 
exist in the air? for that to them is certain death. 
But, behold ! how they enjoy that heat which is 
congenial to their natures ! how exultingly they 
laugh and shout !*' 

^ But what is their employment f " 
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** They are the spiritfti wlkMse office it is to dis- 
tribute the fires which burn with the entrails of 
the earth ; they conduct its fertiiiztog streams 
through various channels, and thus prepare the 
kindly heat that concocts tiie varioos metats, 
and rivifies the roots of herb and plant. But 
come, this scorcfain;^ warmth toay prove too 
powerful for your frame : let us therefore return 
to the gardeil." 

On repairing thither, they found the acene 
«ntirdy changed. The moon shed a silvery 
hue upon the flowers ; tke birds had ceased 
their warblings; and the children lay slum- 
bering beneath the leafy shadow of various 
shrubs, or in little feiry borers. Maria and her 
companions however, experienced no weari- 
ness, but wandered forth to enjoy the balmy 
serenity of this delicious night, cOnversitig with 
each otlief, on subjects of varied interest. 

As the dawu approached, Mbria requested 
her friend to conduct her towards the boundary 
of this domain, in order that she ni^fct behold 
again her own fields, and compare their ap* 

3 
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pearmce with that of this elysinn territoiy. 
Zeriim readily complied with her solicitatioiiy 
sayingfy that she should thus have an oppor- 
tmiity of shewing her their sentinels, who con- 
stantly kept watch there. After passing through 
parterres filled with the most delightful flowers, 
and through groves that resounded with the 
song of the nightingale, they arrived at the 
hordens of this iktry territory. 

** How happens it/' asked Maria, << that 
your domain Is so extensive, when viewed 
from without, it appears such an inconsidera- 
ble spot f " 

** I cannot satisfy your curiosity as to this 
drcumstance ; but so it is*'* 

Maria observed that the adjacent country 
seemed covered with a thick, foggy air, and 
that a cold piercing wind seemed to blow 
from that side. Her companion then called 
her attention to certain strange little figtires 
that were keeping watch on the trees. Their 
countenances were white, and of singnlar form, 
bearifrg considerable resemblmice to that of 
the owl ; th^y were clad in thick, sdiaggy 
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mantles that completely enveloped their bodies 
and held over their heads a sort of umbrella 
formed of some species of skin. But what 
added still more to their grotesque appearance, 
^ere large wings like those of a bat, which 
they kept continually flapping. Though much 
inclined to laugh at their odd shapes, Maria 
could not help feeling some alarm, 

** These/' said her companion, ** are our 
faithful and trusty sentinels : the motion which 
they continually make with their wings is 
intended to cause a feeling of horror, to seize 
all who approach hither. Those umbrellas 
which you perceive, are for the purpose of 
fencing oflT rain and fog, and wind, which 
thus never penetrate our atmosphere. Here 
we know no change of seasons, save of spring 
and summer, 

** But," enquired Maria, as they returned, 
** who are ye i or have ye no appellation by 
which ye are known V* 

** We are called Elves," replied Zerina, with 
a smile, ** and I have heard say that we are 
greatly talked about in the world,'' 
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- >Xfaey )4^ra ti<m ^iitddMly Intemipldl by a 
giftkit tu»«k;> Mid every dne^nw teen mdrinjif 
Kmaids 4Ue pMace, exclainniiig^,^ The teanfifiil 
Uni i««mveil I"? wbife joyMvouiNkofttWic 
irer» I^ailt t<» proved from the lalctior of the 
eUSke. MaHa eiitered mi^ ber odmpabion,' 
ind found ^be large netubda^ <^aiplebly filled 
widljlti6 orvw^f i^Ki ir«re all dtCenttfirely 
leokinyr d^ towards tie denley wbere a bird eif 
iniietHP» i)ize and meet brilKamt piuDHig;e n^as 
aailn^ eldfriy robad* At iiitervals tbe ^liric 
becaine lii^Uer^ and tben tbe colonrs of kbe 
bird and tbe spteododr of the light increated 
in firepartibn. At l^ngih the music oeafed 
and the bird ascended, and seated bimeelf 
«|nn a lostre.of crystal that bung pehdant 
VomiAe cestr^ of the donie«< His. pWmage 
was^im^ple and igrei^B In every diversi^f of 
tilit^-interspmed with stripes >of^cild; {|nd«ion 
bk beadt fvias' a.^ercbt bf-sipall featl^rs ;tbat 
^qiarlled li&e dbmorild^ of the .fiiiest water. 
His beak was in bue; liiEe the ruby, and bis 
Ugs m^g^ bsi e<^pared 'to/ the safphire for 
Ibeir lustrous blue* When be stirred, these 
Vol* III. E 
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colotird seemed to comihiiigle, and then sepa- 
rate agaiDf in the most wonderfal manner, fint, 
if his beauty enchanted the eye with its ex- 
ceeding fairness and brilliancy^ the melodious 
music which flowed from his throat actually 
ravished the soul ; for, compared with these 
sounds, the notes of the nightingale would 
seem harsh and discordant; Tears of rapture 
forced themselves from the eyes of all present, 
so extatic was the pleasure which penetrated 
their bosoms as they listened. And when he 
had ceased singing, all present prostrated them- 
selves before him ; at length, having flown 
majestically round the hall, he disappeared 
through the entrance. 

** What is the meaning of all this jubilee and 
rejoicing V* asked Maria, addressing -herself 
to her companion. ** The king is about to 
arrive ; and whenever he comes, there is always 
prosperity and joy :---besides, there are many 
of us who have never yet beheld him. Long 
have we been anxiously awaiting his arrival, 
more anxiously than ye look for the approach 
of spring, after a long, tedious wintec;— and 
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now he hath jast sent his messenger to an- 
nounce his coming/' 

** But the bird f* enquired Maria. 

** Aye, that bird of wondrous beauty, which 
thou hast just beheld, is the Phoenix, which 
dwells afar off in Arabia, and makes its nest 
upon a tree, which like into the bird itself, 
has no equal on this earth. By you mortals 
this bird is so rarely seen, that his appearance 
is noted down in your chronicles, and is sup- 
posed to portend the most extraordinary events. 
But now, my friend, it is necessary that you 
should depart, since it is not permitted you to 
be present when the king arrives.'' 

The beautiful lady, to whom Maria was at 
first introduced, now approached her through 
the crowd, and, retiring with ,her into a leafy 
bower, informed her that, in consequence of 
their monarch's arrival, she would be obliged 
to quit them. " His presence,'* continued she, 
<f will shed a kindly influence not only here, 
but on all the surrounding territory: — your 
fields and gardens will be more fertile, yonr 
brooks*and streams will flow with water limpid 

B 2 
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as the ptirest crystal ; Ihe ibreezea: SviU frhiijr 
more balmly; nor will tempest aad. bail /dsring^ 
this period,. ilEiy'Wsiste your tfllage. Takb fbis 
tm^4i' QiatdejD» in token dC our amily^. atid* as 
A (memorial of lour* kindji^!; yet 'bewam<lhlrt 
ifaoAi mentioQjest to no on^ wbUt thmi halit1»^ 
Veld! whilst sbjoitrriing wUh! lis : fer^ sfaoiiiclst 
tliou)do80^ w4 shoold ; all quit tbis place, and 
then thy land would {>e cdnsign«d;t6bilrreti« 
ness*- 

. Hen companions now .^pe&red to fldndact 
Maria rto the borders of.' thi^. Elfin. tecritorjTy 
/where, having taken a sorrowfnl leaver of theikN 
she found herself once egain' on the other sid^ 
the bottiidslryi and looking baokf saw' instead 
of the delightful landscape !she 'had^^ jfust 
Quitted, only the dismal fir >gi:6T« that seemed 
the fit residence of midnight hag, or nnhdy 

spirit. • . , ' ', 

, ** How alarm^ wy parents: will be,** thoijght 
Jtlarjp, 'aa she hastened btimewards, *<at.my 
long absence. since yest^ay ; yet' I must not 
venture to triform tbefn, where Ihave been, «frtbe 
wonders I haf e witnessed." She now ra)iidly 
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approached the cottage of her parents^ bot 
was greatly aorprized to perceive that the 
trees wl^icby on the precedii^ day were covered 
with laxuriant foliage^ were now. quite leafless* 
The dwelling itself too appeared considerably 
altered ;. nor did her astonishment at all abate 
an entering it* She perceived there a man 
whom she almbst immediatcJy recognized to 
be l^er father* though :rottcl^akered ; hot. there 
warenlsd tbtre an old woman. and yodth, both 
of filhova were unknown lo b^r. ** Father/' said 
" she* where then is my mother, for I do not see 
her her^ V <• Your mother !" exclaimed the 
f^Htale. *« Why you ciomot be— and yet I see 
tblit . you are our long-lost child, our Maria 
wbpm we long since deemed to be dead.** 
! .AH now hasteAed to embrace her, and her 
paieiite abed tears of delight at thus regaining 
ber« Mariat in the mean time, was mi^ with 
astonishment; she perceived that she was nearly 
as tall as her parents; she perceived too, that 
the old woman was indeed her mother, but 
the cause of this extraordinary metamorphosis 
was what she could not comprehend* . After a 

3 



54 • BLFIN*LANI>« 

«hort pause, by way of diverting her embarrasg- 
menty she asked who the young man was i 

*< Hast thou then forgotten our neighbour's 
son, Andrew ? Yet seven years* absence has 
wrought as great a change in him as in thyseIC 
But where hast thou been during so long a 
period, or wherefore hast thou never given us 
any tidings respecting thyself?" 

^* How ! seven years !" said Maria, quite 
confounded at what she heard, unable to ac- 
count for it, and at the same time afraid to 
demand any explanation. 

^* Aye," said Andrew, smiling, and taking 
her kindly by the hand, *^ it is even so. Hast 
thou forgotten the race we had together in the 
meadow yonder? I lost sight of thee almost 
immediately after we started, nor could I find 
thee any where. And now, lo ! after so many 
years thou art returned. Thy race must ^ave 
been quite round the globe 1 think." 

Again she was earnestly questioned as to 
the cause of her long absence ; but reflecting 
on the secresy to which she bad been enjoined. 
Ventured not to utter a syllable. At length by 
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qoestioniDg her, and patliDii^ Ibe tale, as it were; 
into her mooth» they prevailed upon her to con- 
fess that, she had lost her way, and had been 
found by charitable persons who bad taken her 
with them, out of compassion for her forlorn 
condition; and that after the lapse of several 
years, her benefiictors dying, she had met with 
an opportunity of returning home* 

^^Weli, my dear child,*' exclaimed her 
mother, '' it is now sufficient joy for us, that 
we have found thee again. Let us now there* 
fore think of nothing but of celebrating thy 
return in the best manner we are able." 

Maria, notwithstanding the joy which she 
saw diffused over every countenance, and 
the kindness, with which the best cheer the 
house afforded was brought out for their 
evening repast, could not help feeling de- 
pressed and nielancholy. Every thing around 
her, neat as it was, appeared mean and glopmy 
when contrasted with the splendour to which 
she had been accustomed in Elfin-Land. She 
was therefore not sorry, when the moment 
arrived; that dismissed her to her chamber. 
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There she endearoored to recoFer bereelf firom 
tbe strange cliang^e she IbmI wialeijr exp6« 
neiiced^ -and mused imich ^lipoii the .idii^ahir 
erents whieh had befallen her; fiorherDthNrii 
aeemed to her eiren stili more^ inavpUcabb 
than the cirenmstanee of btingp admitted into 
that jfairy region. 

Her return^ however, did not appear to 
dimiDieh AndrewV visits^ who i^med> to for- 
get that hii company was not wow lio necesmiry 
m- formerly, td cheer Ae solltM0't>f Maria'b 
parenta ; bnt they were now, probably, mended 
to dissipate the melancholy ^f Ibe daughien 
Nor Were hiii ^flbrts altogether froitieas, «tace 
Maria shortly after r<9gained her wonted com« 
pbiop^ and serenity, and ere niany^nMskths'Iiatt 
passed awi^, cbnseoted to become ^Ancfarew'ri 
btikle. ■ :i . » ..< . - • >!-v » 

• Their cottage and Uttle garden wdre thq 
admiration of the village; so el^gaat^was the 
neatness of Uhe former, and so^ thriving the 
tatter ; yet^ in spile of the smiling objeots 
which surrounded her, Marfa cotertd not* helfr 
dwelling upon those wdiiders whiefc she had 
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wknemed in that niyaCmoas iandt of whose 
▼icinity the villageirs little dreamed* It woiuided 
herliteUDgs wlKoever 'riie heatd. either hev 
ftthetf or busbavid speak of the witohes and 
giibrfaiSy.' wUeh were reputed by the oountryt 
fieofileto dweU in thefaerfftble,desart woodi 
wberet no homaii foeit dared to-appjmch ; yet 
didls^ never TentiM^ to cedtradtot them on 
such'oecasiohs, fearfnl of wbnt might be the 
tesolt 'of eooti indiscretioa.* .In this ipann^f 
dill m yemr pass vway, when Alalia was com-* 
fayteA with the^ bhih of a :daog^r,whoai^ 
ont of attaehment to her benefactioirs, the 
Ehres^ she-iiamed £lfrida« -> 

Jtt a cdlort ;ti«le the iittle ereatore bteame 
hev ehief isolf oe and carei and her delight was 
extroiiie to %WiCa«ns^ the'iatelligenoec whteh it 
dispfayedifrom the firist diwu: of iofiiRiyi.utn 
geikllev i^Iaeidreerenity^ andthe prematvire deU 
diity wbicb ii uniformly .manifested* * Ndr tmo 
its beaafy/ai' aiiJess »niai^hble than any of 
its other qualities : on the ^ntmy,^ ilS/dimina-< 
tiv€,<i^rigbtlyfigarQf obtained for it the:appeU 
lotion of the^ faify«child'«»^ name of ^ which its 
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mother felt the peculiar import from its strik* 
ing resemblance to those beautiful infantine 
forms i¥hich had been her companions during 
her abode in Elfin-Land. Elfrida did not will* 
ingly associate with the other children of the 
village, but rather appeared averse to their 
noisy mirth, which was iiUsuited to her gentle 
spirit. Never did she seem more happy than 
when permitted to retire to some shadowed part 
of the garden, where she would amuse herself 
either with a book or needle-work. She was fre- 
quently observed too, to sit in a musing posture 
as if buried in reflections unknown to children of 
her age ; — at times also to rise hastily, and walk 
lo and fro, whilst uttering her thoughts aloud. 

This somewhat extraordinary behaviour 
caused no concern to her parents, who rejoiced 
to see her always cheerful, although never in- 
dulging in the livejy glee common to other chil* 
dren ; for they were content to find that her health 
no ways suflSsred by these secluded habits. Her 
grand-mother, Bridget, however, regarded her 
reluctance to join in the sports natural to her 
age, as a circumstance of no favourable omen. 
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<* Tbifl child," she would frequently observe, <* is 
by far too wise for her yean. She seems already 
to have attained the prudence of mature age, 
and will doubtless soon be summoned hence; 
for, to say the truth, she seems too good and 
too wise to be formed for this world of ours.*' 

One day, as her mother was changing her 
attire, she found hanging round Elfrida's neck, 
to wb|eh it was attached by a silken thread, a 
piece of pure gold, of singular form, which she 
immediately recc^nized as resembling those 
which she had seen in the subterraneous 
caverns of Elfin-Land, where the little yel- 
low dwarfs were depositing their treasures 
and storing them up. Eifrida betrayed great 
fear at this discovery taking place, but con- 
fessed, at last, that she had found it in the 
garden, where, struck with its singularity and 
beauty, she had determined to preserve it, and 
constantfy wear it, at the same time assuring 
her mother that she found extraordinary satisi» 
faction in doing so ; and she then entreated so 
earnestly that it might be restored to her, that 
the latter was fain to comply with her request. 
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Shortly after thi^ omourrence, as Maria was 
thatching Elfrida, she p^neei^edy to her giseat 
amtonisbiiieiit^ Zeriiui'facpili^rly seated beade 
h«r» and earnestly. converBing with >her. The 
little £lfin embraced the child affecjtienatelyf 
and said : *^ When thy mother was ti cbild^.^nd 
tarried with us^ eren thus was I wont to be 
her Gompanioa; but ytni mbrtab sa quickly 
out-grow the. happy yeass ef child hoo<Lfi; Do 
thba^ Biy sweet JSIfrida^contifaue to be %}child« 
like unto one of asJ' 

;«^ Trae/' replied Eifrida» ** but as the bios* 
soniy lorely^ it i% disappears in order to.be 
repkuwd byihe fruit, ev«nso doth the de* 
l^tfiil season- of childhood pass srway. The 
fruti iftay be more valuable thaii^the. blossom^ 
and the mature' counsel of age excel the caca^ 
less gaiety of youth ; yet, is there, a charm be^ 
lougidg'to the latter more delightful than aught 
that Ae former can bestow* • I wois|Id that I 
were permitted to abide with thee.eveu as my 
mother was/' 

' ^* Since the arrival of our king/' replied 
Zerina^ ** this is |iot possible; nevertheless^ 
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Sweety <i iwHIr risk flifee m fireqlienftlyta pos- 
siMe, ibl9.ti6bf>einll:kin>w*of'fi»]rvi8itfc We 
£^ bdiags caft pass Amugfa llie«ir tmseen by 
any, and it will joy me mucbl io be iby phgr-* 
mAUt mt4 ^mpmtAcfa «^ hihg as thou conlin'd^t 
to b^ a diiM 9 iMf 4iflet ibal period, sdch may 
not rbjeri^-^e ipiist -tfaffo ^epiirlltefor eret/' 

*'^WeU/' said £lfirida» "^ \tt us now -^h 
lids discoiirBe^ .aad amilse earselTes iafoanii^ 

floweivi * ',. * t^- 

' Hsrettpm Zeriati ilodk from her l)dsom Uie 
.wet^kvio^ii boQE*; a^dy-ba'her scattertngmme 
seeds :ki Ite igioujHiy) ih^re ptesenlly vprang 
up I^)bell^tif1t|ff0ii^b4lsh iaden irilb floiire!rs^.>.( 
'-^« Ho#^ I gric^^r' «ftKl^ £IMda» «< totbiok 
ihatrlbes^ betmlQous foflws iriust sa qaickiy 
ftide;4^ there btitbitog :wbich Icail avert so sad 
a. destibyW'. ^ '• •■ iz-^^it.' ■ 

'SYf^r said tlie filfin^^ebiU^i^kirig off^ne 
ol;tfae^<flowfl%' aM ^brtathidg •upon it; T^^rtkis 
willcaasedie bbssom ^to /veilttn ils ftiesbBess; 
^ren for the space of one annual revolution of 
the tan/' 



68 ELPIN«LAND. 

** Then so long^ will I preserve it as a re- 
membrance of tby love," replied Elfrida. <« But 
see, the sun is about to descend : 1 must there- 
fore return home." 

The scene which she had just witnessed in- 
duced Maria to regard her child more afiec- 
tionately, if possible, than ever ; and she now 
determined to watch her more narrowly in 
order, to have the pleasure of thus again 
beholding Zerina, and witnessing her at- 
tachment to the little Elfrida; a circumstance 
every way most flattering to her feelings. 
Hardly a day elapsed without her finding them 
engaged either in serious discourse, or afiec- 
tionate play, such as well beseemed their age. 
ft once chanced (hat Zerina asked her young 
companion whether she should not like to fly 
through the air like her ; and, on Elfrida ex- 
pressing her wish to do so, she lifted her up 
from the ground about as high as the tops of the 
trees. Maria's alarm now got the better of her 
prudence, so that she could not forbear crying 
out and discovering herself; upon which 
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Zerina, hieiving first carefully replaced her 
charge upon the ground, disappeared with a 
gesture somewhat indicative of displeasure. 

Still Zerina did not entirely relinquish her 
attentions to the little Elfrida, but would oc- 
casionally, although less frequently than for- 
merly, resort thither to play with her as usu« 
ally. A circumstance, however, ^ soon oc- 
curred that broke off* this intercourse for ever* 
Vexed at so frequently hearing her husband 
speak of the goblins that were wont to haunt 
the fir grove, Maria could not forbear revealing 
to him all that had happened to herself in El« 
fin«Land ; and, in order to convince him more 
satisfactorily of the truth of her story, she con- 
ducted him to the spot where he might ob- 
serve Zerina and Elfrida playing together with 
all the unreserved familiarity of childhood, 
fiut, no sooner did the Elfin perceive Andrew 
than, suddenly quitting Elfrida, she assumed 
the form of a raven, and immediately flew away 
towards the grove. 

This seemed an omen of most sinister import, 
and the little Elfrida wept bitterly, refusing to 
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be coififbrted, aiiid. lannenting tM Ah sbouM 
nerer bdfaold ber-darlingrcomiHiliioiiAany mmi^* 
Night wnireif L.bat ^th ca^oiirastancea >tb«k 
caused, tbeir apprebensions ; for, on a.stdden, 
a fariona tempest seietDed to rage aoMMlgpilhe 
fira of tbe ionely gh)v«, aknest tbreatening to 
tear up every tree/by its. roots; wbile etra'n^e 
birds "wsere seen to hover over it, ftippbig thiir 
wiogs^as if in eirtreim distresk^ and ntteciag 
Mes of dote and kmentation. ; The inbaMlaBife 
ef'llie cetlage Ksteoed egfaaist-'toihestoitefartfic 
SOQiidsy fearing lest some ierribje. visitiltiDti 
was about to oveiftnke them for their junihfen* 
tional offence, towards th^ Elves. -At letgtb: the 
fory of the lelemeiitS' subsided ;i the orjes':gsa* 
dimlly died a^irt^, and.ebe mdrmog'Siiii Hfainii* 
liaied the eastern doods. with their i^oiited 
glow* Boty-onidoking but| in <ordeo to flscer- 
tain the devaatatieo df fhe proeedi^^ nighty 
Marin ^n d ber bisband found thai' itbe,«Nil« 
ronndtng s^eneiy wore a very /d^fient .ecrpe^t 
from that which it was wont to.dow vOoiiipared 
with dieir former InxufMoit. vegetation, ' fhe 
herbs and tr^es seemed blighted, or palrched 
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with long draught; the brooks were nearly 
dried up ; and a strange melancholy feeling 
seemed to pervade every object, while^ on the 
contrary, the late so dismal fir grove was even 
far less gloomy than the rest* 

Many of the villagers now arrived, eager to 
relate the tidings of the night ; some of them 
said, that, in consequence of the extraordinary 
commotion of the elements, which was raging 
without, they had risen, and had perceived 
strange figures pass from the fir grove, some 
in formidable, others in antic shapes. But no 
one told a tale more full of mystery and su- 
pernatural incident than the old ferryman be- 
longing to the river. He informed his aston- 
ished hearers that, shortly after midnight, a 
dread, gigantic figure came to his cottage, in- 
forming him that he must have the use of his 
boat until the dawn, bidding him, at the same 
time, to make no enquiries, and assuring him 
that he should be amply rewarded for the loan 
of his vessel. The ferryman durst not to object 
to this request of his singular and unseasonable 
visitant, and promised not to follow him, since 

Vol. Ill* p 
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sucb was bk cominand. I]le't;eF«rtbel0s« <;q^- 
tMY^dtoohsfCve.bitafrQin a window of bi$,qo(r 
tage^wben, to bis greataatonisbmeDt, he saw. bim 
ferry across tbe stream tKoopsof little, fi|ir||i;eSy 
then again others .of gjgaatic dimensioQS, but 
airyse^inblMnce. At one time the vessel wasfiUed 
with sltrange^ ugly, dwarfs^ nrho seemed to carry 
certain vessi^ts with th^m^ wluch they carefiiliy 
watched. At length, just before the first glim- 
merof day^.be fNrried over one wbo appeared 
to be an aged man on a little white steeds ar- 
rayed in tbe trappings of most extraordinary 
magnificence, for it seemed as if tbe housings* 
bridle^ and saddle were of pure gold, set with 
the most costly jewels. Nought could equal 
die brilliancy of that figure, which seemed, to 
shine through tbe shades of night with a lusire 
prociseding from itself, so as to be clearlyVisiblCf 
whereas the rest could be but dimly descried* 
The next morning, on proceeding to his boat, 
which he found in its accustomed place, he 
perceived lying in it a piece, of pure gold,, 
marked with certain mystic characters, which 
was the reward promised him by that unknown 

3 
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man'— if such, indeed, he were— who hired his 
veiseL 

The ferryman's tale filled his auditors with 
silent astonishment, none caring, sare by a 
few abrupt words, or some significant gesture, 
to hint his opinion as to these supernatural oc- 
currences. As for the little Elfrida, she^^emed 
not so much aflfected by this event as her pa- 
rents had feared, for she was calm, although 
afflicted* Her only solace and amusement now 
seemed to be the rose with which she had been 
presented by the Elfin child. To this object 
she appeared to have transferred all her afibc- 
tions. Day and night would she contemplate 
it, and whisper to it soft airs, such as had 
been taught her by the little giver of the 
flower; but, as the season approached when 
the charm breathed on that little flower by the 
Elfin-child, was to lose its influence, and the 
leaves of the rose were to become again subject 
to decay, so did Elfrida also gradually decline, 
and at length faded away with her flower. 
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** Cakmot you tell ua a tale/' said Charles la 
the old man. ** The imagination is auch a de-^ 
Ifghtfal property ! But then I have a great 
dislike to its undertaking any fresh embo- 
diment of what has reaUy happened. All the 
airy phantoms of its own creation, as things 
of a peculiar irace, are erer and especially 
welcome; but when conibined with truth, it 
rarely produces any thing else but monsters ; 
and on auch occasions usually appears to my 
judgment, at variance both with reason and 
comitioif senses The imagination ought to be 
linked to no one subject, iior must there be 
any attempt to force any particular subject 
upon us* - To be completely successful, it 
ought to play upon us just as a piece of music 
does ; to set the chords of feeling in motion, 
but in such a way, that we wholly forget 
these sensations are occasioned by any ex- 
ternal object.*' 

** Pray cease," rejoined the old man, ** to 
give a further detail of what you expect from 
a work of imagination. One of the chief 
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pleasures arising from such productions, is, 
Ihi^t we' enjoy widiout making any exactiobs 
frpm them ; for, the imagination itself k inca^ 
pable of institntipg or eaforfing a demand; 
it can only i^ceive tha(r which is freely ^ered 
itr!; |i;forsis flkoplfii0y.it fixcls jCsi nd previous 
eounfe, ^ot ja borne along a^ :conducted by 
iti^ pwn wayward pinions; iwmI wUki it soars 
tfirpngb its deYlPlis : flightr trf^^«s otut the 
most extxfLQfMmary pathi. ei^^r ehaigipgi and 
erer ^renewing . its djreetionw > Qnlgi^. ht me 
recaU to my ai^^f daring my mid-ckQ? walk, 
spme^ ^ ih^ti iifi^^ry< trhicb, ip my yopnger 
d^ys, sp (neq^pniAy afpused nley^and I.ptoniise 
yo9i Wi^bei' eriQuing-f tale> whose ey^nts shall 
remind you, of every thing ami ^^nothing/' 
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1 HE stream had overflowed its banksr ^i^d, 
weary with the toils of the day^ the aged 
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ferryman lay asleep in his cottage beside it. 
He was roused in the middle of the night, by 
a sound of voices calling aloud — he listened-"- 
and found that travellers were desirous of 
crossing the stream. On opening the door 
of his cottage, he perceived two large meteors 
flickering above his boat, who assured him 
their haste was urgent, and that they ait'eady 
wished themselves on the opposite shore. The 
old man pushed off without further delay, 
and with his wonted skill pulled immediately 
across the stream. The strangers, meanwhile, 
whispered to each other in an unknown flow- 
ing dialect, intermingling occasional burst of 
violent laughter, and jumping backwards and 
forwards from the margin to the seat, and 
from the seat to the bottom of the boat. . 

** The boat rolls !*' exclaimed the old man ; 
^ and if yon continue thus unruly, it will upset. 
Be seated lights P This advice was only 
answered by a further burst of laughter, and 
the travellers became more disorderly than 
before. The ferryman bore patiently with 
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their radeDesSi and shortly reached the oppo* 
site shore. 

'*Take this for your trouble/' said the 
travellers, as they shook themselves; and 
•several pieces of gold fell to the bottom of 
the boat. 

** For Heaven's sake ! what are you doing ?*' 
exclaimed the old man ; ** you fill me with 
the greatest distress. Do you not know, that, 
if a single piece had fallen into the water, sach 
is the stream's abhorrence of gold, that it 
would have risen in tremendous bilious, would 
have eogulphed both me and my boat, and 
who knows what might have befallen you. 
Take back your gold I entreat you." 

^ We cannot resume what we have once 
cast from us," rejoined the others. 

** Then I must be at the trouble," said the 
old man, stooping to collect the gold in his 
cap, ** of gathering it together, and trans- 
porting it ashore, that it may be buried in the 
earth." 

The meteors sprang from the boat, and 
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the old man' cried after them : Where is my 
fieire? 

^ Let him who refuses gold, laboar without 
reward/' exclaimed the meteors. 

** But my pay has always been the fruits of 
the earth." 

** The fruits of the earth ! we despise them, 
nor ever have fed on them." 

** Be that as it may/' rejoined the ferryman, 
*' I cannot part with you, till you engage to 
delirer me, three cabbages, three artichokes, 
and three large onions." 

The meteors were about to make their 
escape with a sportive reply, but they found 
themselves fixed to the spot by some incom- 
prehensible means. The sensations produced 
by it were the most disagreeable they had 
ever experienced. They therefore promised 
to comply speedily with the old man's de- 
mand, who dismissed them, and pushed off 
his boat. He had already proceeded a con* 
ftiderable distance, when the meteors shouted 
after him^ ** Ferryman ! Holla ! Ferryman i 
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we have forgotten the most important part of 
our business/' But the old man was dut of 
hearing : he had suffered his boat to glide 
with the stream, resdlvikig to hMfj the fatal 
gold in a mountainous part of the country, 
and on an elevation to which the watend never 
aiscended. Perceiving an enormous chasm 
lying between two aspiring rocks, he pro- 
jected the treasure into it, and then recrossed 
the stream to his cottage. 

Within this chasm lay the beautiful green 
serpent, whom the ringing of the falling money 
roused from her sleep. Her sight was no 
sooner struck by the glittering gold, than she 
instantly hastened to devour it, and carefully 
sought out eviry piece which had fallen amid 
the bushes, or crevices of the rock. 

She had scarcely swallowed it, when she 
experienced the most pleasurable sensations, 
as the gold percolated through her system ; its 
cheering influenoe gradually extended 'through- 
out her whole person, and, to her great delight 
and joy, she shortly perceived that her body 
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become both transparent and effulgent. 
She had long been informed that such an 
appearance was possible, bat, dubious of the 
durability which might attend this novel 
change in her nature, cariosity and a desire 
of future security, impelled her to more 
from her roCk, that she might ascertain the 
band which had scattered the treasure. She 
found no one« Her joy and astonishment, 
howeFer, knew no bounds, as she wound amid 
the herbs and shrubs, and behetd tbe rtidiant 
lightber presence diffused. Every Jeaf appeared 
to b^ of emerald; every flower to be deco- 
rated with a hato of glory* Her search through 
the solitary, wilderness bordering on her abode, 
was wholly fruitless; but on reaching, the 
plnkk h^r hopes retived, as she perceived at 
.a distance, a glare of light somewhat resem- 
bling her own. **Ah V* she exclaimed, *< do I at 
length behold my kindred^— -and so sayinjg 
she darted rapidly forward, disregardfol of 
the difficalties which impeded her, as she 
crept through the swamps and reeds. Hitherto 
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her chief delight had been to reside among 
the mountain meadows i to feed upon the 
aromatic herbs they produced, and to sodthe 
her thirst in the limpid waters of their buhling 
springs^ or in the pure and reviving dews of 
heaven. Yet« for the $ake of the cherished 
gold^ and the hope inspired by the wonderful 
light she now struggled through every ob- 
stacle; 

Excessively fatigued, she at length reached 
a marshy pasture, where our two meteors pur->- 
sued their sport. Darting rapidly forwards, 
she saluted the strangers in a tone of studied 
courtesy, and expressed her joy on meeting 
two such agreeable gentlemen of her own kin- 
dred. The meteors approached her, danced 
around and above her, and continued to laugh 
in their wonted manner. 

'< Auntie," said they : ** Though you may 
claim descent from the horizontal line, that is 
little to the purpose ; and though you are re- 
lated to us on the score of your light, do but 
look here for a moment — (here the two flames 



THE TALE. 77 

fXNnpreMDgf their breadtb,stretched theni8el?e» 
oQt to tbeir greatest possible letigtb)— *do but 
look bere and see bow beautifully tbis taper 
extension becomes us gentlemen of tbe verti- 
cal line. Far be it from us, to say any ibing 
offensive to a sensitive mind like yours, 
but wbat family can boast with those of the. 
meteor tribe, that» since the world's creation, 
not one of us has been known to lie or sit 
downr 

The serpent felt herself excessively uncom- 
fortable, in the presence of her relations ; for, 
however high she raised her head, the still 
found herself compelled to approach the earth, 
before she could move from the spot on which 
she stood ; and, much as she had been pleased 
with herself in the gloomy recesses of the. 
wood, yet in the presence of these her cousins, 
her radiance appeared gradually to decline: 
nor was she wholly free from fear, lest it m^ht 
eventually die away. 

In this dilemma, she ventured to ask the 
gentlemen, if they qould inform her whence 
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the glittering treasure had proceeded, which 
a short time before had faiieiai into hek* re- 
treat — for her own part, she was disposed fo 
believe it a shower of gold which had drop-^ 
ped immediately from heaven* -The meteors 
laughed, gave a tremulous motion to their 
bodies, and a stream of gold descended to 
the ground. The serpent darted forward to 
devour it« 

^Auntie," said these courteous gentleman, 
*^ pray, make yourself comfortable*--we have 
more at your service/' and so saying, they 
repeated their movements with such expe- 
dition, that the serpent could scarcely swisil- 
low the delicious fare with sufficient rapidity. 
Her radiant appearance now visibly in- 
creased, and she shone with infinite ' splen- 
dour ; while the meteors as evidently decreased 
in size, and became extremely emaciated, 
though without iii any degree losing their lively 
humour. 

^^I owe you eternal obligations,'' said the 
serpebt,' the instant she had ceased h^i' repast 
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•—ask wh^t yop will of me— Any thing within 
my power, to perform, shall be instantly accom- 
plished. 

** Well then," said the meteors, << tell u« the 
abode of the fair Lilie : transport us with all 
possible speed to her palace and gardens— we 
are dying with impatience to cast oarselves at 
her feet." 

** Alas 1" said the serpent, with a deep drawn 
sigh, that is a service I am unable to render 
yon at pre^^nt — for unhappily, the fair Lilie 
resides .on the opposite side of the stream." 

*'0n the oppositeside of the strea.m,the stream 
which wo have crossed in this tempestuoas 
night, and which now rolls so. fariously between 
us ! Could we not by any possibility, recall 
the ferryman?" 

** That would be a fruitless labour," rejoined 
the serpent, ** for if he now stood on this sjde of 
the river, he could not receive you ; he is oi^ly 
perqiitted to trigDsport persons here; l^e may 
not convey any quo back." 

*^ Thei\.we fiave chosen a very pretty abode. 
— Is there no other way of crossing the water f" 
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^^ There is, bat not at this moment lean 
transport yoa across — bat only at the hour of 
noon/' 

** Why that is an hoar, we do not willingly 
travel at/' 

** Then you may cross in the evening on the 
shadow of the giant/* 

<< And how may this be done f " 

<< The giant who lives in the neighbourhood^ 
is totally destitnte of corporeal strength— his 
hands are incapable of lifting a straw, or his. 
shoalders of supporting a handle of reeds; but 
his shadow is a tower of might, is equal to 
any exertion. Hence, he is most powerful at 
the rising and setting of the sun ; and the tra« 
veller has only to. watch his descent to the 
river towards the close of day, to place him- 
self upon the neck of the giant's shadow, and 
he will be certain of passing the river. If, 
however, you wjll post yourselves at noon, at 
the corner of yonder wood, where the shrubs 
unite with the bank, 1 can convey you.over, and 
also present you to the fair. Lilie. But as you 
may be fearful of the mid*day heat, you have 
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ottty tb waiC finr Ilie g^Mt in tbe ev«liiiif(, ii«fil' 
yonder roekf bay %eW; find there cttt'ht 
little doftibi but be will consetif to'yolir'wfabes.^ 

Tbe meteors bere took tbeir depiirtat*^, 
mdyog^ a- courteoiw smatatfotf fo tfadr f bfor- 
mant; and the ser|>etit felt bappy m 'behig re^ 
lievetf of tbeir sobiefy. Sk^ wag diftairotts of 
etijoying* ber <y^h %bt um^ttaffcied by the 
preitenee of c^hters, and afeo of gtatifybig' k 
euriosify wbi^b hdd long Cbttneht^d her ii<ith 
eehseless atixiety. - ' 

During ber perigrinatibns rouiltf tbe chnistii 
in the rock, it had been her ^Banlse to discfive^ 
in one partienlar «pot, gom^tbidg^hi^ Jiad 
wholly perplexed her to account for. Poi^, 
though destitute of light bm she crept through 
Ae abyss, she could' yet distinguish objects by 
the touch ; and of these, she usdiill^ met with 
nothing, except the shapeless productions of 
nature — ^wandering alternately amid the uneven 
cbrystallizations of the rock, or the btistly pro"* 
jections of virgin silver; and occasionally 
bringing fiyrtb to the light, soihe brilfianf and 
costly stbne. Yet' to her great surprise, in one 

Vol. III. o 
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part of the rock, which was encompassed on all 
sides, she had felt objects that seemed to be- 
tray the plastic hand ^of man. She found 
smoothly polisbed walls, which repelled all her 
attempts to ascend them; sharp and regular 
angles, well-proportioned columns, and what 
filled her with more astonishment than all, 
figures apparently human, around which she 
had often woqnd, and which she had been in- 
duced to conceive, were either of brass or 
highly polished marble. These were the ob- 
jects she now felt desirous of gazing on ; and 
of confirming by experience, what hitherto had 
only rested on conjecture. She thought her 
own light sufficient to illumine this wondrous 
subterranean abode, and hoped now to become 
fully acquainted with the nature of these ex- 
traordinary objects. She proceeded rapidly 
forwards, and soon found the crevice through 
which she had been accustomed to enter the 
sanctuary. 

On arriving at the spot, she gazed around with 
eager curiosity ; and though her rays were in- 
capable of shedding light on every object of 
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the rotanda, those nearest to her were perfectly 
distinct. With mingled sensations of astonish 
ment and awe, she looked up towards a bril- 
liant niche, containing* the statue of a venerable 
monarch of pure gold. In stature, it rather ex- 
ceeded the usual standard of the human form; 
but in its proportions, it more nearly resembled 
the representation of a small, than a large man. 
The body, of the most perfect symmetry, was 
covered with a plain unadorned mantle ; and 
the head encircled by a garland of oak. 

The serpent had scarcely regarded this ve- 
nerable figure, wheti the king addressed her, 
saying : 

«* Whither comest thou ?" 

** From the cliffs inhabited by gold.'' 

^* What is more splendid than gold f " in* 
quired the king. 

<* Light!" rejoined the serpent. 

^ What is more refreshing than light ¥'' con- 
tinued the former. 

** Parlance V* answered the latter. 

« 

During this discourse, the serpent had 
glanced aside, and perceived another magnifi- 

2 
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cent %ure iu the n^jpiBiag nicb^ . In tbjg fate 
a silver ktiig« of a tall and natbev ttnguistuog. 
forofc; hia bodj waa corered with i^ricbl; or* 
QameDted robe; hia. crowQa balt,^ and acepliie 
were decorated witb jewela; hia. coNmleoance 
wore the. calia aerepjigiE o£,prider.f^Qd heaeemed) 
to be on t)ie point of apeaking* when a vein in 
the qnai^blQ wall, which coi^rsejcl dimly dpwn 
it, became auddenly tranapareiiti and. abed 
m agreeable light tbroogbont ihe temple. Bj , 
the assistance of this light, the serpeni dis* 
covered a third king, whose mig^tjr form of 
braasy sate leaning on his cliib-^bia teaiples 
were crowned with a wreath of laurel, and he 
seemed more like a rqck than a mfin» She was 
about to look upqn the fourth, which stood at 
a ^onfi^erable distance from her, whem the 
wall opened, and the luminous vein makii^ a^ 
rapid movement* somewhat Hke the coruaoa- 
tioaa of lightning, disappeared. 

The serpent's attention was now fixed on a 
man of middling stature, who came out of the 
wallf He waa cloathed in peaaaat'a attire, nad 
in hia hapd be bpre a an^ill^ lamp, whose gentle 
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IRanTe Mcfted in alf who bebdft it, ii slroag 4«* 
liire of watcbing its ihOYeii«titB, atril'wbicb in 
the most extraordinary manner, and witlldtit 
^^tinga ringfle slblrdi6w, ilhniMne^tbe ^pola 
oFO^VettipIe. 

^ Wby ^8t tbOtt come bow, ibal #e itarfe 
%bltP' demanded tbe ^dld^ kiiigf 

'^ YoQ knoir, tbat I t;»tanol entigbfen ihk 
groom* 

' ^ Does tny domtniott doseV* abiked Ibe aSl- 
VetklojGf. 

. *«'Lateor'neveri'*r6piTied tbe<»lrfiman. 
' Wkb a deep ^nd powet'ftti voice, the 
brazen king demanded r *^ When sfaaTI T rise T*' 

^ Soon,'*^ ireplied ih% dli man. 

*• With whom shall I tuAe f* 

•* Whh <hy elder brethren • ^ 

*• What wilt become of tbe jrounger f * con- 
tinued the king. 

** He will sit down " said tbe old mati. 
^^y am not weary ,^ exclaimed the fourth 
king, in a rough faltering tone. 

Wbife tbey w'eri^ engaged in conversation, 
the serpent had crept quietly round the temple, 
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had Viewed aH that was to be seen, and was 
DOW contemplating the fourth king more 
nearly* 

He stood resting on a cdumn, and his im- 
pressive form was rather unwieldy than beau- 
tiful. It was, however, impossible to distinguish 
the metal of which he was composed. On a 
close inspection, it seemed a mixture of the se- 
veral metals of which his brothers were made; 
yet there were certain marks which indicated, 
that the materials had not properly amalgated ; 
for veins of gold and silver ran irregularly 
through a mass of brass, and gave the figure a 
disagreeable appearance. 

In the mean time, the golden king addressed 
the man with the lamp : 

*^ How many secrets dost thou know?" 

** Three," replied the old man. 

** Which is the most important ?" inquired 
the silver king. 

** That which is manifest," rejoined the old 
man ? 

<* Wilt thou reveal it to us?" asked the bra- 
zen king. 
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^ When I know the fourth/* said the old 
man. 

^ What care 1 for it/' muttered the compound 
king to himself. 

** /know the fourth," said the serpent, as she 
approached the old m'an, and then whispered 
something in his ear. 

** The time is at hand :*' cried the old man 
with a powerful voice. 

The temple re-echoed with the sound, the 
metallic figures rang responsively, the old man 
instantly retired towards the west, the serpent 
towards the east, and each hurried forward 
through the cliflts of the rock. 

AH the passages, throngh which the old man 
passed, became filled with gold ; for his lamp 
possessed the wonderful property of transform- 
ing stones into gold, timber into silver, deceased 
animals into jewels, and of annihilating every 
species of metal. To perform these operations, 
it was however, necessary, that it should shine 
alone*. In the presence of another light, it 
only produced a clear agreeable flame; but 
one at whose appearance, every thing possessed 
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^ M£g, felt air ij|Cf^«se j$f ^lifoir aiMl .anina* 

tion. 

; Tbe^ldjufm ^p^r^ii'bjft <ic4tage> upOD tbe 

mountain side, and found his wife intke greaA^ 

^ .d^stFQs^. She iBftte w^ing aloud ofer the 

|re^ and wm m^bh to trani|uilis^ beraelf. 

*< Luckless being ! that L««o»" Atd eydAioied^ 
</ why. did I puffer you 40 leav» me tUs dky/' 

«< What is the matter MuSo f tequired her 
^usbaiid;! witlp! tl^ gpr^test >oo«peli|ire» 
. ** Yon Jl^ad Ac^teely kft a»e»" jnejbioed Jhhi 
wife wjth ^ sobft '^ wtie» l,v« io(|ttacmi9 ibnii^k 
Iprs Anjvfsd ^^ . oir dQ|»lv-I was indboratt 
enough to admit t||9m> j((iriLbay:fioe«ied a :p8tto 
c|f bctWI^V'l^i^l^l'^l^^^d. p^oplei-Hyhay "wsre 
<;^ott|f 4;tP «W£r«9(jl9 flume, :asid might Jiavb pasn 
i^ed %r pflWHW ; hardily viEK-e Aey v^tkim Am 
Ijouse^. W^^Q ^y began lo .wheedle nem tbe 
i99i|ti ^ Q^>0g:tiia9dl maiMM^r, aod imeamm d'mo^ 
pr^essiuigy tJm I «» q«ite )asba«Md to tbm^^ 

,«\Wel|,*-: QfasefT^d the old. iQaa witb a sanU^ 
«« |bie .ge^l^DM^H were disposed fo bo m&ftf, I' 
sHpfM^ji^ ; for Ht your ^g9^ I iake it^ ifaey «»ald' 
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lmw»»<B w d iidlliiog mme Anhi «onittiM-placie 

'< Age, quotkm ! (ity 8g« Meal Teii^hiittied 
lis wife I ^'musI i «Npys hi dioMd %fdi ttiy 
age f Why what t# my age then ? Comnoii 
irritttSMi to* l Hm I InMr what 1 kmw. Do 
bat make use of-yMr eyes ; lodk at tlie walls ; 
IMi^Axtkm atfdent stones, wdteb I bdv^ not 
Mtm (nr^^ c«ii«ufy past-^ey lickeii off the 
gold, with an-tiriaiefity sorpsisiiig all oump re^ 
hMftibfl^ Md^tifN^SMKotiiigf tm all the time, that 
jt^bnibiBi litfeilS'iitftMr.fliiftoiirthan evsvy day 
gold. As soon as they had cleared tbe waltSy 
dl«]FtwoH«tl4 WId exeJUemt spirits; and it 
dhsriwKibe dbslad^ but tiiat they soon grew taller, 
brsspdeH »nd fcr aiore brilliaat. They now re- 
usbeAUieir wayward sperls, cimressed tnie again 
sntfragfliilfi calfed'ite then* qMeoi shook them* 
sehifes^ibleUly, ' laid a quantity df g^d. d^spt 
tsRtte<*«aitls^ypa see how it stiM glitteis be^ 
dsilb^hfe bilii^^uMltuf^ah ! la this lies ray mis- 
foiwaSAii'diit' {fobr Mops swii towed but u fcw 
dr^heh^^iiid see where h)» lies dead in the 
cii4ttiotyi«)iiMS>« Poor» poor cKature ! t am 
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qaite past all consolation' 1 did not observe if ^ 
till they were gone, or 1 would not have engaged 
to pay their debt to the ferryman." 

<* How much do they owe V^ asked the old 
Bian. 

** Three cabbages, three artichokes, and three 
large onions," replied his wife. 

*^ You may as well oblige them so far," said 
her husband; ** when occasion offers, they will 
possibly do us a service in return.'* 

*^ I know not bow far they may serve us here* 
after, but 1 have both promised and sworn to 
pay the debt.'* 

In the meantime the fire had become nearly 
extinct, when the old man carefully covered 
the few remaining embers with ashes, collected 
the gold which lay glittering under the bench,, 
and relighted his lamp alone. The walla 
instantly became clothed again with their for- 
mer metallic covering, emitting the most daz- 
zling effulgence and Mops, transformed to the 
most beautiful onyx the imagination can con- 
ceive. The alternate succession of black and 
light brown tints upon bis exterior, gave him 
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the appearance of a most astoniahiDg piece of 
sculpture. 

'(Fetch hither your basket," said the 
old man to his wife, ** and place the onyx 
within it. Around it, bestow your three 
cabbages, your three artichokes, and your 
three onions, and carry them to the river side. 
At noon let the serpent convey you over. 
Visit th^fiur Ulie, present her with the onyx ; 
she will reanimate it with her touch — that 
fatal touch which destroys every thing pos- 
sessed of life-^-and tell her she will find in 
the dog a faithful companion. Desire her to 
wail no more ; her deliverance draws near ; 
she may regard the greatest mischance, as 
the greatest good fortune, for— -the time is at 
hand." 

The old woman packed up her basket, and 
at the dawn of day proceeded on her journey. 
The rising sun shone brightly above the river, 
making its waters one continued sheet of light; 
the old woman paced forward with a weary 
stepi for the basket pressed heavily on her 
head, though it was not the onyx that thus. 



fcunbetcfd faer, Wbeoetrc* Mie t>tttk€» cairrfdl 
any lifeless thing, its weight was tiofcftt; it 
rt^n 40«ted IB the tiifi wd liovered aboiFe the 
dM woman^s 1»eaNL Bu€ a veg^tdble frtobty 
gathered, or my tMamMy however siiial}, pea^ 
sesiGied of -life, l^eeaiae exeeedingty op^fessire. 
In a fretfal nood, cAie toMinued her way, !br 
a eoasMetabte cioiey when (the aucfdenly Ifalted 
^iiel^Miw^ted by fcnr. To het gfealest ^^iartaay 
and Tdailii, she |ierdeit<ed herself in Ae ttct 
df tiMdiag on ^ gf^t's irih^doW» wh^ 
stretdied '■ elcrosB fbo ptain to the spot where 
fthe stood. The endrtto«H9 figure of the giftnt 
hittMlf, MOO met her sight. He h«d jnM 
emerged IbttH the riv^r where k^ had been 
baAii^; an^ the old woman felt if woaM lye 
impossible to avoid him. As soon as the 
^^t perceived h^» he saliHed h^r fn a tone 
oCimtUirryi add the liaods of his shMow madd 
a grasp ikther basket. Willi ^qtiri skiH and 
dispatch they polled fb^ a dabbage, ati 
anrtioholce, and tm onion, bore Aem td ttk 
giants month ; who^ on this, proceeded up Hie 
riiNr Mtf Ml the old woman t6 f>mrsue hi^r 
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jcmrMy, dehatMis in b«r mind whelhjei it 
ipoiiU BDt Im better to retuui, and supply the 
deficiancy thida occasioned fraiD her g^ardea;. 
Bbe altfl co9tiiiHad to advance,^ tiU at leogthi 
abo reaichad tlie batdca oC tba Hirer without 
deeidiqf bar do«iblB« Sba sate for a con- 
sideciAle time aiwting t^a fecrymanfs arrival, 
who at last: was daacriad puUing acrosat with 
a passenger of an egctraordiaary appearance^. 
A youtig mail pf Aofcle mien aad lofty stature 
a|%bled frail? (he boalt whAm^ the pld woman 
could not aofflaie^tly ga^e on. 

** What have you brought ?'' said the ferry«, 
man* 

> 

** The vegetables doe from the meteors*'^, 
rapUid, Ibe old womai^ poiutiag to her basket* 

On findjng i>nly two of a sort,, the ferfymau 
seemed chagsiMd^ and. t#14 bar ha cool4 
n^t naeeiffre. lhaoii» 

TUm old woman e^t/mtfii him not to^ i|e<- 
fusts them ;. dwek i^n the toil of veturQiag; 
home 9fSfAw% and expatiated upon tho havd^ , 
sh^ of rrtisiciiig Jher stapa witb snab. am 
oppN»aiive bUflhoiSf 
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The ferryman remained iirm in his resolution, 
declaring the affair was not at his own disposal. 
** I am compelled/' said he, ** to leave untouched 
for nine successive hours, whatever is due to 
me, nor can I accept of any thing for my own 
use until I have given a third to the stream/' 
After a great deal of altercation, he at length 
observed: ^ There is yet one remedy left. If 
you will pledge your faith to the stream, and 
acknowledge the debt to him, I will take the 
six pieces due to me — though 1 think it right 
to tell you the affair is not wholly free from 
danger." 

*^ But if I keep my word, there can be no 
danger, I suppose." 

^ None in the least, only plunge your hand 
into the river, and promise to discharge the 
debt within four and twenty hours." 

The old woman did as she was commanded, 
but what was her alarm and grief, on with- 
drawing her hand, and perceiving it to be 
black as ebony. She stormed and raved against 
the ferryman, declared her hands had always 
been the most beautiful part of her person ; 

3 
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and that, notwithstanding her daily and ardotm 

labours, she still had managed to keep them 

fair and delicate* Filled with chagrra and 

rage, she looked at her hand again and ex- 

claimed in a tone of deep despair : ^ Why this 

.18 worse and worse : I see it has even grown 

Jess : it is much, much smaller than the other*^ 

^ It only seems so now/' said the ferryman ; 

** if you break your engagement it will become 

so in reality ; your hand will then gradually 

diminish, and at last wholly disappear: though 

you will not lose .the use of it, you will be 

.able to do every thing with it as usual-— only 

no one will have the power of seeing it. 

** 1 would rather 1 could not use it all, than 
that nobody looked at it,** said the old woman ; 
ihowever, it is a matter of little importance; 
1 shall keep my , word, and soon be rid of. my 
grief, and this odious black skin. On this 
she resumed her basket, which rising sponta- 
neously in the air, floated above her head; 
and she directed her steps towards the yontk- 
fnl stranger, who rapt in thought paced slowly 
along the shore. His noble form and singular 
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coatium hsA iiifi4« a stfoog itupraii^Mi bit Ibe 
old' womai* He woir^ ar hfemUfiMe . «{ mioit 
exquisite poUibr ^ImI #f isutiflhi lali eatniMl- 
dioacy 9tru€li«(% |b«t:' oteq^ .)iMitioil • qjE km 
body, erery play ojf ihe'inllwebs^^iKUidkiiMfly 
seea through it; A puffja iiNUitlB«wa» thiowii 
careleMly ev^r hh aheblderg.; and bis: €nk 
aubiif a* bair floil^ ' toasely -lAbot bis vnooirer- 
ed heiaA Hit^ MunteiiaDce expressive of evei^ 
flomaU^ psfActftliH tad: bis feet of the moat 
4etioilte:proportibn,W8ivbotfi:e3^pased to tUe 
cays of the- aabflriiiag} snti. Sirafiaoted as fa$ 
waa».he strode listlMriy-jmlrt^baRiiiiif sand^ 
and some deep nmA ^nirard soilrclir u ppauwii 
lo m^ biaainasasHile to erery object avottnd 

iiiaii* 

Tbe Islfaitita oM laoannr evdeieiyoQrad to 
aog^ga bim: i» cioMsraitiov, bvt be only re- 
plied, to her #itb« fdw naiiieamog iwaosyllat- 
bles^; tiU| at leogtb, ki Sfuie of tbeslvoag at^ 
tra€tion) tfxaited by bis large d^k eyes, she 
beoame weAry of diaa addresdng biin» and 
took bar leave by saying : Ab ! 8ir» yoik 
pace it too baavily for aie. I hare no tine to 
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lose in passing, the river^ on the bock of tb^ 
green serpent; and bringing the fair Lilie this 
exquisite presient from my husband/' With 
this she hastened forwards, while, the young 
man^recorering froin his reverie, hurried after 
her with equal speed. 

*^ Are you going to see thefair Lilie V* he said 
to her. ''Why then our road lies the same way. 
But what present is this you are carrying her ¥'^ 

** Sir/' replied the old woman, in a tone ^%* 
pressiTo of her dissatisfaction at his previotis 
conduct, '' after meeting all my eqquiries with 
a few dry and costive responses, methinks, there 
is little reason in the lively seal with which 
you now strive to fathom my secrets. If, how* 
ever, you feel disposed for a fair ei^changf, 
and will tell me your adventures, I shall 
have no objection to relate how matters stand 
with regard to me and my present/' The agrees 
ment was soon made, the old woman told her 
whole history, the affair of the dog> aod even 
permitted the stranger to see this extraordinary 
present. 

The young man immediately took the ony^ 
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from the basket, aad placed it in his arms* 
^ Happy ! happy creature ! he exclaimed ; it 
will be ihine to feel the gentle pressure of 
her handy to be restored to life and health by 
her touch, while all who live are compelled to 
flee her, lest they meet a mournful end by 
her embrace* Yet why do I call it mournful ? 
is it not far more painful and distressing to b6 
tortured by her presence, than to die by 
her haiid^ Look at me," said he to the old 
woman, *' see what a miserable condition I am 
reduced to ! This breast-plate which I have 
borne with honour in war, this mantle which 
I have endeavoured to deserve by the wisdoni 
of my government, is all that fate has left me; 
the former a needless burthen, the latter a 
superfluous ornament. Crown, sceptre, and 
sword are gone; I am equally destitute and 
necessitous with the poorest child of huma«* 
nity, for -such are the fatal effects of her fair 
blue eyes, that they deprive every living being 
of his energies, and those who are not destroy* 
ed by her touch, only live to feel themselves 
transformed into moving shadows." 
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Id this manner he continued his compIaintSf 
without in any way gratifying the old woman^s 
curiosity ; who felt far more desirous of know« 
inghis worldly fortunes, than the distressed state 
of his feelings. She could neither learn from 
him the name of his father, or his kingdom. 
He only continued to caress the petrified form 
of Mops, whom the rays of the sun, and the 
warmth of the young man's breast, had con- 
tributed to give the natural heat of life. He 
made many enquiries about the old man with 
the lamp, and the effect of its sacred light ; 
and appeared to promise himself considerable 
relief from its assistance hereafter. 

Amid this discourse, the majestic arch of 
the bridge was seen at a distance, extending 
from one bank of the river to the other, and 
glittering in the meridian sun. Hie young 
man and his companion were both filled with 
astonishment, for they had never beheld it so 
resplendent before. 

** What !" exclaimed the prince, "was it not 
sufficiently beautiful in former times when it 
stood built of jasper and prase f How shall 
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we venture to ^ofatte it with our footsteps, 
tiow that it is composed of all the mingled 
beauties of the emerald, the chrysolite and 
chrysoprase?'* 

Neither was acquainted with the change in 
the serpent's nature ; for, in fact, it was the 
serpent who, every day at noon, thus arched 
herself across the stream, and stood in the 
form of a ma^i&cent bridge. The travellers 
trode it with awe, and passed over in silence^ 

They had scarcely reached the opposite 
shore, when the bridge began to tremble; the 
surface of the water became agitated, and the 
green serpent, in her own shape, glided after 
the travellers on shore. The latter had 
scarcely thanked her, for the permission thu4 
allowed them, of passing the river, when they 
discovered that there ratist be more persons 
in company, although invisible. They heard 
a sort of aibilant noise, to which the serpent 
also replied with a hiss. They listened, and 
at length beard: ** First of all, Mfte will take a 
look round LilieV park> quite incognito as it 
were, we will then request of you, on the ap* 
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pfoaeh of Dight, and^ us ftoon as w^ are auy 
way fit to be teeOy to do the honours of pre« 
sentiog us to this paragon of beauty. You 
will find ns near the borders of the great lakei 

** Agreed" replied the serpent ; . aad a 
hissing noise loM itself in air. 

Our travellers now consulted on the order 
in which they should present themselves: for^ 
however numerous the attendant» of the fair 
damsel might be, only one at a time could 
either approach or retire from her» without 
exposing themselves to severe paiu. 

The old woman having her dog in the baa* 
ket, firtft approached the gardens, and sought 
out her patroness, whom there was little diffi* 
culty in finding, as she cbaneed at that time, 
to be engaged with her harp. The expressive 
tones as they vibrated on the air were first 
seen to movie in circles on die sufface of the 
tranquil lake, and then like the fanning of a 
gentle brecse, to give an midulating motioii tfi 
every leaf and flower aroimd^ The fair rnusi- 
eian was seated in the midstof a Terdant grass* 
plot,' beneath the shwde of a lofty groupe of 
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trees, and, at |6nt sigtit, eocbanted anew the 
eyesj tbe ears, and the heart of the old woman, 
who approached her with delight, vowing, in 
her own mind, that the lonely beauty had be- 
come more captivating during her abaence. 
The good old dame shouted forth her saluta* 
tions and praises from a distance, exclaiming : 
^ What a happiness to behold you ! What a 
heaven does your presence expand around 
you ! How delightfully does the harp recline 
upon your bosom ! How charmingly do your 
arms enclose it, and how sweetly does it re- 
sound beneath the touch of your delicate fin- 
gers. Thrice happy, happy youth ! he who 
shall succeed to its place." 

With these words she had drawn nearer, 
and the fair Lilie, raising her eyes and sinking 
her arms beside her replied : 

*^ Pain me not, 1 pray you, by this untimely 
praise, you only make me more sensible to my 
miseries. See where my poor canary bird 
lies dead at my feet; he who was used so de- 
lightfully to accompany my song ; who was 
wont to sit upon my harp and had been care* 



THE TALE. 103- 

fully instructed not to touch me. As I arose 
this morniDg, refreshed by sleep, while pour- 
ing forth my matin hymn, in which 1 was join- 
ed by my little songster, and whose melodious 
notes rang out with livelier joy than ever^a 
rapacious. hawk swooped suddenly before my 
headj my poor bird, ti^rrified for his safety, 
6ew to my bosom^ and in an instant I felt the. 
last throb of his parting existence. It is true, 
the destroyer, penetrated by my looks flutters 
faintly beside yonder water, but how can his 
punishment assuage my grief ; my favorite is 
dead, and his grave will only serve to encrease 
the mournful shrubs of my garden. 

** Compose ypurseir^ lovely Lilie,'' said the 
old woman, as she dried a tear which the nar- 
rative of the distressed damsel had drawn irorai 
her eyes $ ** take courage, I pray you ! My 
husband bids me charge you to moderate youK 
grief; to regard the greatest mischance, as the 
messenger of the greatest jey; for the time ia 
at hand." 

** Aye, aye !" . continued the old. dame, << it 
is iiideedy a mad world this of ours. Do but 
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look at ray hftod! How black it is grown. 
Wby,^ really it is become yery, very much 
smaller, I mast hasten before it entirely disap- 
pear. Oh ! why most 1 do the meteors this 
kindness f Why must I meet the giant f and 
why mast I plunge my hand into the stream? 
Cun you supply me with an onion, an artichoke, 
and a cabbage f I could then take them to the 
river, my hand would become as white as ever, 
and I might then almost hold it beside yours. 

** Cabbages and onions you will find any 
where, but artichokes ypit may seek for in vain. 
The plants' in my garden bear neither blossom 
nor fruit, but eVery twig that I break, and plant 
upon the grave of a favourite, instantly takes 
rnot and shootti up on high. These clusters of 
kffty trees, these shrubs and these g^ves-** 
alas! I have se^n them grow up with my own 
ayes. The spreading branches of these pines» 
these taper obelisks of cypress, and these co- 
lossal forms of onk and beech were all slender 
twigs planted by my own hand, as monumenls 
of my grief, in a soil hitherto unfruitful.*! 

The old woman paid little attention to these 
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observations, but continued to gaze upon her 
hand) which, in the presence of the fair Lilie, 
assumed a blacker hue, and from time to time, 
appeared smaller and smaller. She was about 
to take up her basket and hasten away, when 
she observed, that she had forgotten the most 
important part of her errand. She immediately 
drew forth the onyx, and placed it on the grasa 
at a little distance from Lilie. 

** My husband,*' said she, *^ sends you this 
memorial; you know that, by touching the 
stone, you may re«animate it. The dear faith* 
ful creature will be a source of infinite joy to 
you, and my grief on losing him is only soothed 
by the recollection, that he is in your pos* 
session." 

Lilie gazed on the poor creature with plea- 
sure, and apparently with astonishment. 

^< A varietyof signs combine," shesaid^'^to 
inspire me' with hdpe, but alas ! it is one of the 
comnofonest caprices of our iiieiture, that when 
misfortune besets us, we imagine better times 
tobeathnnd. 
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Ob ! what avail these omens of saccess, 
My warbler's death, the dame's dark eboa hand y 

The dog's bright form, or future fond caress. 
Transformed and sent me by the lamp's command. 

Still mnst I lire in dreary solitade, 
Forego life's pleasures for a joyless dream ; 

For ah ! no temple stands beside the flood, 
No bridge is seen to arch above the stream* 



The good old woman listened impatiently to 
this song, which the fair Lilie accompanied 
with her harp, and whose melody would have 
filled any one else with rapture. She was about to 
take leave, when her departure was again im- 
peded by the arrival of the serpent. The fatter 
had heard the concluding words of the song, 
and advanced to inspire the fair songstress with 
confidence. 

** The prophecy of the bridge is fulfilled," 
she exclaimed ; ** 6nly ask this good old dame 
how resplendeijtiy it shines above the stream. 
That which formerly was composed of mere 
beamless jasper, which was only of prase,, 
whose angles alone emitted a few faint gleams 

3 
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of light is DOW become a translucid jewel. No 
beryll is so clear, no emerald possesses half its 
tints." 

*' My congratulations attend you thereon/' 
said the fair Lilie, ^* but excuse me, if I still 
doubt the fulfilment of the prophecy. As yet, 
foot-passengers alone can pass oyer the lofty 
arch of your bridge, and it has been promised 
us, that horses and carriages, and travellers of 
every description, shall b^e seen upon the 
bridge at once. Was it not also foretold us, 
that the stately columns which support it, 
should arise out of the stream itself?*' 

The old woman, who had continued to gaze 
upon her hand, here interrupted the discourse, 
took her leave. 

<* Wait, but a moment," said Lilje, ^^and 
take my poor canary bird with you. Beg the 
lamp to transform it into a beautiful topaz, I 
will recall it to life by my touch, and that and 
your sweet Mops shall be my dearest amuse- 
ment« But haste, I pray you, with your utmost 
speed, for, with the setting-sun, the poor crea- 
ture will be seized an with irresistible corruption 
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and ibe beaatifal symmetry of its form will be 
destroyed for erer/' 

The old woman placed the corpse of the bird 
in ber basket between some downy foliage, and 
harried away. 

** Be that as it may/' said the serpent, re« 
newing the conversation which had been inter* 
rupted, ** the temple is built.'' 

** But it does not stand beside the river" re- 
joined lilie. , 

<< For the present, it reposes in the depths of 
the earth," said the serpent ; I have both seen 
and conversed with the kings." 

<* But when will they stand up?" enquired 
Ltlie. 

The serpent replied, ^ I have heard the 
awful words resound in the temple : the time is 
at hand." 

A look of joy overspread the countenance of 
the fair mourner, and she exclaimed : 

^ Have I twice in one day, heard these happy 
words — oh ! when wiD that day arrive, on whioh 
I shall hear them thrice !'* 

She now rose from her seat, and instantly a 
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beautiful damsel issued from tbe thicket, and 
receiyed tbe harp. Another followed, who took 
up the ivory chair upon which Lilie had been 
seated, folded it up and placed the silver 
cushion under her arm* A third now appeared, 
bearing a large parasol embroidered with 
pearb, and waiting to see if Lilie would require 
her attendance for a walk* Tbe beauty of these 
damsels far exceeded every power of descrip* 
tion, yet they only served to heighten the 
charms of Lilie, with whom they, could not 
endure a moment's comparison* 
. In the mean time, Lilie stooil contemplating 
the dog with evident satis&ction. She bent 
hefself forwards, touched him with her band, 
and in an instant he sprang up. He looked 
about him. with an expression of lively joy, ran 
backwards and forwards, and at length hastened 
to offer bis friendly salutations to his benefa&p 
tress. Lilie took him in her arms, and pressed 
him to her bosom* 

** Cdd as thou art,'* sh« exdaimed, <* and 
though only eBdow:ed with half |in existence, 
still thou art welcome to me* I will tenderly 
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Tove thee, cbeerfally sport with thee, kindly 
caress thee and press thee thos close to niy 
heart" 

On this, she freed him from her embrace,- 
chased him away, then recalled him, alternately 
playing with and caressing him, and dancing 
around on the grass with so much joy and 
innocence, that erery one viewed her trans- 
port with delight, and participated in her plea- 
sure, from the same impulse that shortly before 
they had been moved to -compassionate her 
grief. The entrance of the young roan put a 
stop to these lively demonstrations ' of joy. 
He approached much the same in appearance 
as we have already described him, except that 
he seemed exhausted by the heat of the sun, 
and in the presence of his mistress, he grew 
paler every instant. His hand supported a hawk, 
who sate perched with the docile temper of a 
dove, and hanging his drooping wings. 

*^ I take it extremely unkind of you," said 
Lilie to him, ** that you bring into my presence 
thai odious bird, the monster who, this morning, 
slew my little warbler." 
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** Do not chide my unhappy bird," rejoiDed 
the yoQtb ; " rather repine over yourself and 
your luckless destiny, and allow me to asso- 
ciate with the companion of my misery. 

During this discourse Mops ceased not to ira« 
portune his fair mistress, and she replied to 
her transparent favourite with the most friendly 
attentions. She clapped her hands to scare 
him away from her, and then ran round him 
to provoke his pursuit. She endeavoured to 
seize him as he fled from her, and chased him 
away when he attempted to jump on her. 

The young man beheld them with increas- 
ing vexation ; and at length, as he perceived 
her take the hateful object in her arms— and 
which to him appeared, a mere monster of de- 
formity--»as she pressed it to her bosom, and 
kissed its swarthy snout with her divine lips, 
his patience wholly forsook him, and, filled 
with despair, he exclaimed : 

** Mustl then-r-I who live, and perchance, 
always may live in a divided presence with 
thee; I who have lost all, even myself through 
4hee?<^Must I see with my owu eyes, that 
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8uch an unnatural abortion can excite thee to 
joy» can bind thy aflfectfons, and enjoy tby 
caresses ? Shall I still continue to wander to 
and fro» and measure the mournfnl round ironi 
one bank of the ri^er to its opposite shore? 
No ! one spark of heroic courage still resides 
within my breast, let it now burst forth into a 
flame. If stones can repose on thy bosom, then 
let me be one ; if thy touch destroys every 
thing it enfolds, let me too die by thy hands/' 

With these words, he darted rapidly for* 
wards; the hawk flew from his hands, he 
rushed to the spot where Lilie was standing, 
who extended her arms to avert his approach, 
and only touched him the sooner. All sense 
of consciousness' instantly left him, and filled 
with horror, Lilie felt the fair burthen on her 
bosom. She stepped back with a shriek of 
dismay, and the beauteous youthsank expir* 
ing to the earth. 

The fatal deed-was accomplished ! Lilie stood 
immoveable, and^azed on the lifelesa corpse 
with a fixed and constant stare. Her heart 
seemed to cease its vibrations, and her eyet 
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stood expanded without a tear. It wag Id vmn 
that Mops attempted to gain her friendly notice^ 
the whole world had died with her lover. 

The serpent, on the other hand, only became 
more assiduous. She appeared to be planning 
relief, and her extraordinary movements 
tended to check, at least for a time, the imme* 
diate consequences of this terrible catastrophe* 

She traced, with her flexible body, an exten- 
sive circle round the corpse, seized the end of 
her tail in her teeth, and remained without 
motion. 

In a short time one of Liiie*s attendants made 
her appearance, carrying the ivory chair, and 
fondly pressed her mistress to sit down ; a se« 
cond presently entered bearing a flame coloured 
veil, with which she rather decorated than co- 
vered the head of the fair mourner ; ,the third 
now produced her harp, and Lilie bad scarcely 
arranged it and . drawn a few notes from the 
strings, before the first returned with a circular 
mirror, placedherself immediately opposite her 
mistress, and reflected from the glass the most 
enchanting image to be found in nature. Her 
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grief bad enhanced the fair recluse's beauty, 
the veil had heightened bet* chann3» the harp 
seemed to call forth a full display of all her 
graces; and, though all would have been happy 
to see a change in her mournful lot, they still 
would have desired to retain the image then 
before them. With her eyes immoveably fixed 
on the mirror she now drew forth the most 
mieting strains from her harp. Her suflTerings 
then appeared to increase and the strings emit- 
ted a mournful response to her woes. At times 
she endeavoured to give utterance to her dis- 
tress by a song, but her voice refused its office : 
her grief at length dissolved into tears, she 
sank gently backwards, two of her attendants 
<;aught her in their arms, the harp sank from 
her hold, and the third attendant received it 
and bore it away. 

'< Who will procure us the man with the lamp 
ere the sun descends to the ocean ?" whispered 
the serpent in a gentle but audible voice ; the 
damsels looked at each other and Lilie's tears 
coursed down the faster. At this instant the 
old woman returned with her basket and pant- 
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ibg for breath : she exdaimed : '* 1 arm lost and 
maimed for ever; see how my baud has almost 
wboliy disappeared. Botb tbe ff^rryman and thtt 
giant refuse to bear me across because^ i am 
a debtor to* the siream. In yain I oflered a 
hundred artichokes and a hundred onions) 
they only demanded the three pieces and not 
an artichoke is to be found in the whole coun« 
try. 

> ** Forget your own necessitiesy" said the ser- 
pent, and see what assistance you can lend here. 
Perhaps you too may derive help from thesame 
source. Use all your speed ih discovering 
the meteors. It is yet too light to*«ee them btft« 
perhaps, you may hear them flicker or talk. 
IF they make haste the giant miry still bear 
them over. They can then find oat the man 
with the lamp and send him' hither." 

The old woman hurried away nnd.' Lih'e 
shared the serpent's impatience for her return. "^ 
The rays of the sitting sun now only gilded 
the tops of the highest trees and their fong^nd 
dusky shadows lay stretching across the lake 
and the meadows. The serpent trembled from 
anxious alarm and Lilie sate dissolved in tears. 

i2 
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In this dilemma the serpent looked eagerly 
around in every direction ; she was fearful 
the sun would set, that . corruption would 
penetrate the magic circle and irresistibly 
seize upon the beautiful youth. At length she 
perceived the hawk soaring aloft, his plumage 
tinged with a damask glow from the last rays 
of the suh« Her whole frame was agitated 
by joy at this fortunate token ; nor was she 
deceived, fer shortly after the man with the 
lamp was seen striding across the lake as if 
borne upon skates. 

The serpent made no change in her position 
but Lilie arose and cried out to him : *^ What 
friendly spirit has sent you hither at this 
critical juncture when, we have been so desi- 
rous of your presence, and have so much 
needed youf *^ The spirit of my lamp has 
driven tne/' replied the old man, and the hawk 
has been my guide* Whenever 1 am wanted, 
the flame emits a crackling noise, ^and 1 have 
only to look into the air for a token. A bird 
or a meteor then shews me the direction in 
which I must bend my way. Be comforted, 
fairest of virgins ! I know not whether I can. 
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materially assist you ; a single arm is of little 
avail ; it is he who combines with many at a fit 
occasion who treads the path of success. Let us, 
howeyery ward off the present evil and hope for 
the futare. Keep your circle compact, he con^ 
tiuued, turning to the serpent as he sate down 
on a mound beside her, and held his lamp 
before the dead body. Let the canary bird also 
be brought here and placed within the circle.'' 
One of the damsels took the bird from the basket 
which the old woman had left behind her, and 
obeyed the old man's instruc tions* 

By this time the sun had set, and, as the 
gloom of evening increased, not only the ser- 
pent and the lamp shone as usual, but the veil 
of Lilie emitted a gentle light which, like the 
tints of morning dawn, gave a hue of inexpres* 
sible sweetness to her pallid cheeks and snow- 
white robe. The whole party remained gazing 
on the lamp in silence and their grieft and 
regrets seemed modified by the confidence of 
hope. 

In a short time the old woman made her ap« 
pearance walking between the two meteors 



118 THE TALE. 

whose bounty, siDce the moifiiing, must have 
been considerable, as they were become ex- 
tremely emaciated, although their, courtesy 
towards lilie and her ^jttendants knew no 
bounds. They uttered the most commonTplace 
expressions in a tonp of solemn dignity and 
.with studied emphasis;, and strongly evinced 
Ih^ir. a^eusibility to the charms, wbicih the lumi- 
nous v^il had. shed upon Xilie aad her dam- 
sels. : The, females, modestly cast their eyes to 
tbe.earthf' and the praises bestow^ed upon their 
beauty gave it addjtioi|al,.powQr.ii £v0ry one 
seemed contented arid tranquil,, except thftpld 
woman. Notwithsjaoding her husband's . assu- 
ffmces, th^t hj^r haod ,wou|d suffer ^no further 
dwiqiition, J90< lopg as jt was nhqtie upon by.the 
l99ipt; slMBcmpr^ theji once mfiint^bed that, if it 
coatipued tadecr^ase in the /same rAtjo a^ it then 

4iil» that this delicate and usefiil Umb.wpuld 

WJti^lly^ disappear .liiefore wdnightt^ , . j . 

1 The iDow with. tl^.l^p h^i Jiisteped ^^p- 
tively to the conversation of the meteors^ and 
was pl?a9ed,.taol)serte that Lilie feltamufed 
and enlivened by their discourse. Amid ,this 
midnight arrived. The old man looked up to 
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the Starry canopy above him, and immediately 
observed : **We are collected at a fortunate con- 
juncture ; let each assume his station, let each 
perform his duty, and a general happiness will 
absorb individual grief, in the same mannel* 
thatgeneral misfortune destroys individual joy/' 

A general bustle now arose among the party ; 
all spoke for themselves, and expressed aloud 
the part they were about to ,act. The three 
attending damsels alone remained quiet, for the 
one had fallen asleep beside the harp, the other 
lay reclining her head upon the mirror and the 
third sate kneeling behind the chair. 

** Take up the mirror," said the old man to th6 
hawk ; ^ with the first ray of the risingnsu^ 
illumine the sleepers and awaken them with the 
light reflected from on high*" 

The serpent now began to move; she dis- 
solved the spell-bound circle and proceeded 
slowly towards the river. The two meteors 
followed her in solemn silence, and might now 
have been taken for the most serious of flames. 
l*he old woman and her husband laid hold of 
the basket, whose gentle light had hitherto 
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been scarcely observed; they pulled it at 
each extrei^e, and it became larger and more 
lamioous. Within it they placed the body of 
the young man, and laid the canary bird on 
his breast. The basket then rose into the aJr 
and floated abov^ the old woman's bead, who 
proceeded to join the meteors. Lilie took up 
Mops in her arms, and walked after the old 
woman; the man with the lamp closed the 
train, and the variegated light, cast from the 
procession illumined the country round in a 
most extraordinary manner. 

A general expression of astonishment burst 
from them all on reaching the river and beholding 
the splendid / arch across it, which the ben^vo^ 
lent serpent had raised for thenu If the trans« 
lucid materials of which it seemed to be com- 
posed, had excited their aidmiration by day, how 
much greater was their surprize on viewing its 
still more wondrous splendour by nights The top 
of the brilliant circle seemed to hang upon the 
gloomy concave of heaven, while below the 
converging rays inclined towards the centre and 
exhibited the firm yet moving stability of th^ 
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Structure. The wanderehi passed slowly over 
it, and the ferry-maDy who looked forth from 
his cottage in the distance, was filled with as- 
tonishment at the beaming arch, and the ex* 
traordinary lights passing over it* 

They were scarcely arrived at the opposite 
shore, when the bridge began to waver as 
usual, and to approach the water with an undu* 
fating motion* The serpent soon reached the 
shore; the basket sank to the ground; the 
serpent renewed her former circle around it 
and the old man stooped down and asked: 
** On what hast thou resolved ¥* 

^ To make a voluntary immolation of my 
person ere I am compelled to become a victim," 
replied the serpent; **on]y promise me that not 
a single stone shall remain upon the shore." 
The old man gave the pledge required, and 
turning to Lilie he said : ** Touch the serpent 
with thy left hand, and thy lover with thy 
right." Lilie kneeled down and touched them 
both. In an instant the latter appeared pass- 
ing into lifc^ he moved in the basket, and 
presently sate upright; Lilie was about to 
embrace him, but the old man . motioned hec 
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away, and assisted the young man in rising 
and passing out of the circle. 

The young man stood for some time motion- 
less; the canary bird fluttered on his shoul- 
der; there was life in each, though the con- 
sciousness of it had returned to neither; the 
former gazed with expanded eyes though he 
saw nothing before him— at least he appeared 

tdook on all objects with equal indiflference 
—and the astonishment of the rest, at this 
event, was scarcely modified, when they per- 
ceived the singular change which had taken 
place in the serpent's person. Her beautiful 
taper body lay divided into myriads of pre- 
cious stones ; for the old woman, in catching 
at her basket, had inadvertently struck the 
serpent's body of whom no further trace was 
seen, while the grass was pressed by a garland 
of brilliant jewels. 

. The old man made instant preparation for placr 
ing the dismembered wreath in the basket, and 
compelled his wife to join in the labour. They 
then bore it to an elevated spot ^n the banks 
of the river ; and Uie former cast its contents 
into the stream, not without opposition from 
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Liiie and his wife« who were desirous of retai- 
ning some of them. The stones swam with the 
current, like so many brilliant and twinkling 
stars, and it was impossible to distinguish 
whether they became lost in the distance, or 
sank to the depths of the stream. 

** Gentlemen," said the old man with an air 
of reyerence to the meteors, ** 1 will now shew 
you the way. You will confer upon us an in- 
finite favour, if you will open the gates of the 
sanctuary into which we must, this time enter, 
and which no one can effect except yourselves.'* 

The meteors bowed with an air of courtesy 
and took up their station in the rear of the pro- 
cession. The old man with the lamp first entered 
the rocks ; the young man moved after him from 
a kind of mechanical impulse. Lilie followed her 
lover at a small distance in silence ; the old 
woman felt no desire to remain deserted, and 
stretched forth her hand that the lamp might 
shine upon iu The meteors closed the proces- 
sion, the points of their flames inclined inwards 
as if they were engaged in conversation. 

They had not proceeded far, when they 
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found theiQselFes standing before a large bra^- 
zen gate*way, whose folding portals were se- 
cured by a golden lock. The old man turned 
round to summon the meteors, who were by 
no means backward in obeying the call ; but 
eagerly applied the points of their flames, to 
the duty, and soon devoured both lock and 
bolt. 

As the door sprang open, a hollow sound 
reverberated through the temple, and the 
images of the kings' became illumined by the 
light which had entered. All now paid a re- 
verential homage to these venerable rulers, and 
the meteors became profuse in their tokens of 
courtesy and submission. 

After a short pause the golden king en* 
quired :— 

** Whence come ye ?" 

** From the world," replied the old man« 

*^ Whither go ye?" said the silver king." 

** To the world," rejoined, the old mau. 

** What do you want of us f" asked the 
brazen king. 

** To accompany you," said the old man« 
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The compound kiog was jasi about to speak, 
when the golden king cried out to the meteors, 
who had come too near his person. ** Away» 
fellows, away ! my gold is not for vulgar gums 
like yours. On this they moved towards his 
silver brother, around whom they wound their 
dazzh'ng forms and his robe became brilliantly 
illuminated. 

** You are welcome,** said the silver king, 
<* though I cannot nurture you ; satiate your- 
selves from without and give me your light." 
The meteors now moved on, passing by the 
brazen king unnoticed, until they reached his 
cqmpound brother. 

<< Who will rule the world f ' said the latter 
in a stammering voice. « 

** He who stands on his feet,*' replied the 
old man. 

** I am he,*' exclaimed the compound king. 

** That will be revealed,'* cried the old man, 
M for — the time is at hand !'* 

The fair Lilie here threw herself upon the 
old man*s neck, and kissed him repeatedly. 
Holy Father," she exclaimed, ** 1 give thee 
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a thousand tfaatiks — thrice id one day have I 
now heard the awful words. 

Lih'e had ^scarcely uttered this, before she 
felt obliged to grasp the old man with a fir- 
mer hand, for the floor beneath them began to 
tremble ; the old woman and the young man 
held closely by each other — the meteors alone 
seemed unconcerned at what was passing* 

It was now evident that the whole temple 
was in motion, — like the steady progression of 
a ship smoothly gliding out of harbour — and 
the masses of superincumbent earth a)>peared 
to retire as it passed on. It encountered no- 
thing in its rise, no rock obstructed its eare^. 

After a few minutes a fine rain came drizzlitig 
through the aperture of the cupola; the oldman 
pressed Lilie closer to him and said*: ^< We are 
now under the stream : our goal is at hand." 
Presently they appeared to stand still, but this 
was merely a deception-^the temple continued 
to ascend. A strange noise was now heard 
above their heads-^and planks and beams' in 
loose connection began to press through the 
opening of the cupola. Lilii and the old 
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woman darted on one side to aroid the falling 
mass ; the old man seized the prince by the 
arm, and remained where he was. The ferry- 
man*s cottage — for the temple in its ascent had 
raised this lowly dwelling from the earth, and 
received it within its walls — now gradually 
descended, and enclosed the old man and his 
companion. . 

The women gave a shriek of anguish, and 
the temple shook like a ship that has suddenly 
foundered. Amid the twilight which encom- 
passed them, Lilie and her companion wan- 
dered anxiously round the cottage; the door 
was closed and their knocking passed unheed- 
ed. On repeating their blows they were not a 
little surprized to find the word emit a ring- 
ing sound. By the power of the lamp, which 
was now secluded from erery other light, the 
internal part of the cottage began to form 
itself into silver. After a while, its exterior 
shape became wholly changed, for the gene- 
rous metal abandoning the quaint irregularities 
of the wood-work, rose to a splendid dome of 
embossed work. A magnificent little temple 
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now stood in the centre of the larger one-— or 
an altar worthy of the temple. 

By a staircase from within, the prince as- 
cended to the top of the structure; the old 
man with the lamp attended him, and a third 
person was also seen attired in a snow-white 
garment, and bearing a silver oar in his hand. 
The latter was soon recognized -to be the 
ferryman; the former inhabitant of the cottage. 

Lilie ascended the outward steps leading 
from the temple to the altar; but she was 
still obliged to keep at a distance from her 
lorer. The old woman whose hand during 
the lamp concealment had continued to de- 
crease, now cried out : 

** Am I still to be unhappy ? Is there none, 
amid all these wonders that will heal my 
handr 

Her husband pointed to the open doors of 
the temple and said :— 

** See ! the day begins to dawn ; haste and 
bathe yourself in the river/' 

^* What advice,^' exclaimed his wife ; *< 1 
should then become black all over, and en- 
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tjreiy disappear. I tove tuA y^% paid my 
debt/' 

^ Go»" eajd tha old man, ^ and oUey me« 
Erery debt ia diacbarged." 

Tb# old womao departed, aiid, at tb^ eame 
inatant, tbe rays of the riaiag-ayu fell upoq the 
cupola. 1%e old iDan, standing between liilie 
and tbe prince now advanced, and exclaimed 
witb a loud voice : 

** Tbree are those wbo rqle iippn ear^b : 
Wisdoai^ and Splendour a<id Power." 

At the first word, tbe golden king rose apt 
at tbe second, tbe silver; at tbe tbird, tbe 
brazen king slowly resumed bis Ieg9 ; while 
tbe compound king sank awkwardly tpg^tber. 

Notwithstanding tbe sc^emnity of tbe occa- 
sion, all wbo saw biip could scarcely refrain 
from laughter; for he neither stooped, sate or 
lay down, but sunk into a shapeless heap; 

Tbe meteors, wbo hitherto bad been busied 
with him, pow advanced, and, tbpugb pallid 
from tbe rooming ligbt, they exhibited an ap- 
pearance of excellent condition» and a full 

Vol. III. K 
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rotandity of flame. With the point of their 
tongues, they bad penetrated to the inmost re- 
cesses of the golden artery in the colossal 
figurCf and extracted the whole of its contents. 
The irregular vacant space, which this had oc- 
casioned, remained for some time open, and the 
figure retained its previous shape. But, as soon 
as the minuter veins were consumed, the image 
suddenly fell in ; the joints, which ought to have 
bent, remained stifi", and exhibited a preposte- 
rous heap of disorganized and distorted limbs* 
Those who could not laugh were obliged to 
avert their eyes; this middle thing between 
form and shapelessness was disagreeable to 
look on. 

The man with the lamp now led the 
young man, who still continued to gaze on 
vacancy, from the altar to the spot where 
the brazen king stood. At the feet of this power- 
ful prince, lay a sword in a brazen scabbard. 
The young man girded it at his side. 

" The sword on the left, and the right hand 
free !" exclaimed the brazen king. They then 
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advanced ta the silver king, who lowered 
his sceptre to the youth. The latter received 
it with his left hand, and the king said in a 
friendly tone : 

•* Feed sheep !" 

As they approached the golden king, he 
took the garland of oak from his brows, placed 
it upon the young man's head with a benedic- 
tory sign, and said: 

** Acknowledge the Most High !'* 

During their progress, the old man had at« 
tentiveiy watched the emotions of the youth. On 
grasping the sword, his breast became elevated, 
his shoulders expanded, and his feet assumed 
a firmer step. As he received the sceptre, 
this vigour appeared to be modified, at the 
same time that it shewed itself more eflScient; 
but, when the garland of oak was pressed upon 
his frontlet, the features of his face became 
animated, his eyes beamed with all the fire of 
genius, and the first word he uttered, was 
Lilie!'' 

^' Dearest Lilie !" he exclaimed, as he has- 

K 2 
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tened tow«nis ker ap the «ilv«r 8tair-ca0e«^for 
ehe had ascended to the aruBWiit of the altar, 
to view his praceedings.— ** Dearest Lilies what 
can he, who is endowed with every thing;, deaine 
more precious than innocence* and that soft 
attachment which thy bosom feefci finr me I" 

^ Oh ! my friend," ha oontinaed, turning to 
the t^ld man, and pointing to the three sacred 
statues, << the kingdom of oar fathers k certain 
and splendid ; but you hare Ibrgotten the 
fourth power which rules the world, which 
governs it with greater certainty, and more uni- 
versally—the power of Love.** 

With these words, he threw himself upon the 
neck of Lilie, who had ca^t off her veil, and 
whose cheeks were covered with the most 
lovely and imperishable roses. 

The old man said with a stni'le in reply: 

" Love does not rule — it dees more — it forms 
the mind." 

During these solemnities offered up at the 
shrine of fortune and rapture, no one had ob- 
served, that the day had fnlly dawned, while 
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a yariety of new and unexpected objects 
were to be seen through the open gates. A 
large space, encompassed by massire pillars^ 
formed an exterior court to the temple^ al 
whose extremity was perceived a long and 
stately bridge, with namerous arches Mretch<» 
ing across the stream. On each side, stood a 
spacious arcade, for the convenience of fool 
passengers, through which maiiy thousands had 
already found their way, and others were^ still 
busily passing backwards and forwards. The 
broad and capacious road, in the centre, was 
enlivened by herds of cattle and mules, horse* 
men and carriages, who pressed onward without 
impediment from both sides of the river. All 
appeared to be astonished at the convenience 
and magnificence of the new bridge, and the 
young king and his beauteous queen were 
equally delighted ^ith the lively and active 
occupation of their people, and with that mu« 
tual love which encreased their happiness. 

^ HoM the serpent in honourable estimation," 
said the man with the lamp ; ** to her you t>we 
your lift and the Mdge, which has united 
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these fneighbouriog shores to one country; 
Those floating and brilliant stones which you 
saw, the remains of her body after the sacrifice, 
form the foundation of this noble bridge ; on 
those she has erected her structure, and on 
those she will maintain herself." 

They were about to ask the old man for a 
solution of this extraordinary enigma, when^ 
four beautiful damsels were seen to enter the 
tem[fle. The harp, the chair, and the parasol, 
immediately announced the attendants of Lilie; 
but the fourth, more beautiful than either, was 
a stranger, who seemed to treat her compa-» 
nion with sisterly attention, and who hastened 
through the temple to ascend the silver 
steps. 

*^ Wilt thou believe me in future, dearest 
wife ?*' said the man with the lamp, to the fair 
stranger : ** happy thou ! and every human 
creature who has this morning bathed in the 
river/* 

The old woman, restored to youth atid 
beauty, and of whose form not a trace re^* 
mained, now twined her taper arms round 
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the man wilh the lanip» wha receited her 
caresses with calm delight. 

** If I am too old for you," said he, with a 
smile, <' you may chuse another husband ; 
from this day forward, na marriage is yalid 
which is not contracted anew." 

** Do you not know then,'' rejoined his wife, 
'^ that yjou too are become young?" 

** It gives me pleasure to hear that I appear 
a youth in your eyes," said her husband; *^ I 
here take this hand anew, and shall be happy 
to live with thee through the coming century." 

The queen welcomed her friend, and, with 
her and her attendants, descended to the interior 
of the altar, while the king, standing between 
the ferryman and the man with the lamp, looked 
at the bridge attentively, observiug with evi- 
dent gratification, the concourse passing over it. 

This satisfaction, however, was of short du- 
ration; for he presently beheld an object, 
which,.for a moment, excited all his indignation. 

The giant, wha appeared to be only half 
awake, was seen^ ta stagger over the bridge, 
creating the greatest confusion. According to 
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big uMalprai:ti6e»hehMirtsdtthair8tiip}fied mth 
sleep, and intended to take bill ctistomary batb in 
the river. Instead of water, howeirer, he /bund 
nothing but solid ground ; and he groped about 
Upon the broad parennent of the bridge. Al- 
though mixing most inconsideratelj among both 
men and beasts, his presence was at first un- 
felt, and only producti? e of astonishment : but, 
as the sun sboae ib his eyes, and he raised his 
bands to proteet them, the shadow of hts enor- 
mous fists mored so rudely among the multi- 
tude, that men and beasts were indiscriminately 
heaped together^ some were seriously injured, 
and others ran great risk of being precipitated 
into the river. 

The king, as he beheld their danger, ibro- 
liiDtarily grasped his sword; be reflected, 
however, for a moment, looked first upon his 
•eeptre, and th^n Upon the oar and lamp of his 
companions. 

**! devine your thoughts/' said the man 
with the lamp; '*but we and our power 
are equally impotent against this impotent 
betpg;* 
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** Be tranquil ! be injaree for the lest time 
and ha)ppily his shadow is averted from us**^ 

In the meantime, the giant had drawn 
nearer, and, from astonishment at what he saw 
as his eyes expanded, had dropt his hands lie* 
side him, and entered the court with open 
mouth. He was marching forwards to the 
gate of the temple, when his progress was 
suddenly arrested, and he became fixed in 
the centre of the court. He stood like a huge 
colossal statue of a bright reddish stone, and 
his shadow marked the hours laid out upon 
the ground, not in numbers, but in suitable 
and expressive imagery. 

The king was not a little rejoiced to see the 
shadow of this monster thus applied to a use- 
ful purpose; nor was the queen free from sur- 
prize, as she ascended from the altar with her 
damsels, decorated in the most splendid attire, 
and beheld this extraordinary figure which 
almost wholly intercepted the view of the 
bridge. 

In the mieantime the people thronged to the 
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spot where the g^aot stood^ and surrounded his 
image in mute astonishment at his transforma- 
tion. From thence they proceeded to the temple, 
of which they appeared to be now first aware, 
aifd crowded through the doors. 

At this instant the hawk soared immediately 
OTer the dome, and, catching the rays of the 
sun in the mirror, cast a full stream of light 
upon the group assembled at the altar. Amid 
the dusky gloom of the temple, the king, the 
queen, and their companions appeared irradiated 
by a divine effulgence, and the people pro- 
strated themselves to the earth. When the 
multitude rose up from their adoration, it 
was found that the king and his followers had 
descended from the altar, to re^a^ch his palace 
by secret passages and the people dispersed 
through the temple to gratify their curiosity. 
They contemplated with awe and astonishment, 
the three kings which stood erect, but their cu- 
riosity was gpreatly excited to know what might 
be concealed beneath the carpet in the fourth 
niche ; for, by whatever hand, it was done, the 



THE TALE. 



139 



fTell meaning modesty of some one, bad thrown^ 
a splendid coyering over the Qgure of the com-^ 
ponnd king, which no eye could penetrate, 
and no hand ventured to remove. 

The crowd felt no end to their surprize at 
all they saw, to their desire of examining 
every thing ; and the still increasing multitude 
might have produced dangerous consequen- 
ces, from their eagerness to gain admittance, 
had not their attention been directed to some- 
thing occurring in the court without 

A shower of gold unexpectedly fell from 
the air, ringing and bounding on the marble 
pavement. Those nearest, immediately rushed 
to get possession of it, and the wonder was 
repeated by the descent of single pieces falling 
in various directions. It will easily be con- 
ceived, that the retiring meteors, thus amused 
themselves once more before their departure, 
and, in this ludicrous way, squandered the gold 
they had extracted from the compound king. 
The people ran eagerly about in pursuit of the 
falling metal, and continued to scramble and 
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tear each otbers raiment, long after a fdngle 
piece had ceased to descend. At length they 
gradaally dispersed^ each going upon his way; 
and, to the present day, the bridge is still 
crowded with passengers^^-^^nd, the temple that 
most resorted to of any on the whole globe. 
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I. 

** LiistEWv Aame/' said Bertram the old foretler 
of Liiideii to his wife, '^ence for atl iistea : it's 
not many things, Iboq irell know'sty that I 
would deny to thy asking : bnt, as for tfiis 
noliony Anne, drive it elean out of thy head : 
ro0t and braneh lay the axe to it, the sooner 
the better ; and never evicoarage the lass to 
thtnk more about it* When «h« knows the 
woret, fl4ie'll settle herself down to her crying ; 
and when that h over, srH 's over ; she submits; 
smd a]f goes right* 1 see no good that conies 
of standing shiHy siia!ly« and ietting the girl 
nurse henself with hopes of what insist not be*^' 
'* But Bertram, dear Bertram," replied cM 
ilfiiie, ** why 004; i coiiid not our Kate live as 
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happily with the bailiff's clerk as with Ihe 
hunter Robert f Ah f you don't know what 
a fine lad William is; so good, so kind- 
hearted,—'* 

** May be, like enough," interrupted Bertram ; 
kind-hearted, I dare say, but no hunter for all 
that. Now, look here, Anne : for better than 
two hundred years has this farm in the forest 
of Linden come down from father to child 
in my family. Had'st thou brought me a son, 
well and good : the farm would have gone to 
him ; and the lass might have married whom 
she would. But, as the case stands,—- no, I say. 
What the devil ! have 1 had all this trouble and 

4 

vexation of mind to get the duke's allowance 
for my son-in-law to stand his examination as 
soon as he is master of the huntsman's busi- 
ness ; and just, when all's settled, must I go 
and throw the girl away t A likely thing, 
indeed! No, no, mistress Anne, it's no use 
talking* It's not altogether Robert that I care 
about. Idon*tstand upon trifles; and, if the 
man is not to your taste or the girl's, why 
look out any other active huntsman that may 
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take my office betimes and give us a comfor-^ 
table fire*8ide in our old age : Robert, or not 
Robert, so tbat it be a lad of the forest : I'll ne* 
ver stand upon trifles : but for the clerk, — dost 
hear Anne? — this hero of a crow-quill, never 
hang about my neck or think to wheedle me 
again/' 

For the clerk's sake old Anne would have 
ventured to wheedle her husband a little longer: 
but the forester, who knew by experience the 
pernicious efficacy of female eloquence, was 
resolved not to expose his own firmness of 
purpose to any further assaults or trials ; and, 
taking down his gun from the wall, he walked 
out into the forest. 

Scarcely had he turned the corner of the 
house, when a rosy light-haired face looked in 
at the door. It was Katharine : smiling and 
blushing, she stopped for a moment in agita* 
tion, and said : — <* Have you succeeded, mo- 
ther f was it yeSf dear mother f " Then, bound- 
ing into the room, she fell on her mother's 
neck for an answer. 

'' Ah Kate, be not too confident when thou 
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fthottld'st be prepared for the worst ; tby father 
is a good mao, as good as ever stepped, but 
he has his fancies ; and he is resolved to give 
thee io none but a hunter: he has set bis heart 
upon it ; and he'll not go from bis word ; 
i know him too well." 

Katharine wept, and avowed her determina- 
tion to die sooner than to part from her Wil- 
liam. Her mother comforted and scolded her 
by turns, and at length ended by joining her 
tears to her daughter's. 8he was promising to 
make one more assault of a most vigorous kind 
upon the old forester's heart, when a koovek 
was heard at the door-^and in stepped WiU 
Ham.— '< Ah William !" — exclaimed KatJiar> 
rine going up to him with streaming eyes, — 
** we must part : seek some other sweetheart : 
me you must never marry ; father is resolved 
to give me to Robert, bepause he is a bunts- 
man ; and my mother can do nothing for us. 
But, if I am to part from you, never think that 
I will belong to any body else : to my dying 
day, dear William, I will remain faithful to 
you.'' 
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Hiese bumte of womided feciing wete 
naftened hi th^ report of the mother: she ex- 
plaint Id the bewildered derk^ Who knew not 
what to itiake of Katharine's ejfiidalations, 
that Bertram had no objeetionft to hiih person^ 
nally^ but that> aimy^ly wiA a rleMr to tht^ 
reTeraionafjr interest in his place as forester, 
he insisted on having a son^bin-law who under^ 
stood btiiiting« 

«< Is that all r said Williaul rtcovering his 
tnimposure, and at the same tiime he caught 
thd sobbing girl to his bosom.— **< Is that all 1 
Then be of good ehc^r^ dearest Katei I am not 
unskilled in hontiilg } for» at one time, I was 
apprenticed to my uncle Finst^Vbasbh the 
fbrester^general $ and it was bniy to gratify iny 
god-father the bailiff that I etchknged the 
gun Ibr the writing«desk» What care 1 for ihe 
reVeMrien df the bailiff's piaet^, unless I may 
Uk^ my Kate into the bfiiliff's hotee as mis*. 
H^^sf If yoti can be content to look no 
higher than your mother did^ and Wifi tbe 
forester is not less dear to you than Will the 
bailiff, then let me die ifl won't quit my clerk- 

Vol. III. L 
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ship this instant; for, in point of pleasure, 
there's no comparison between the jolly hunts- 
man's life and the formal life of the town." 
. <' Oh! thou dear kind lad," said Katharine, 
whilst all the clouds dispersed from her fore- 
head and her eyes swam in a shower of glit- 
tering tears, ^ if thou wilt do this for my 
sake, then do so and speak to my father 
without delay — before he can possibly make 
any promise to Robert." 

<< Stay, Kate; Til go after him this moment 
into the forest. He*s gone in search of the 
venison, 1 dare say, that is to be delivered 
to-morrow into the office. Give me a gun and 
a pouch ; I'll find him out — meet him with a 
jolly hunter's salutation — and offer my servioes 
to him as his hunting-boy." 

Both mother and daughter fell upon his 
neck; helped to equip the new huntsman to 
the best of their skill ; and looked after him 
as he disappeared in the forest, with hope, but 
yet with some anxiety. 
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** Upon my soiily but this William's a fine 
fellow !" exclaimed the forester as he returned 
home with his comrade from the chace X ** Who 
the deuce would ever have looked for such a ' 
good shot in the flourisher of a crow-quill? 
Well : to-morrow I shall speak with the bailiff 
myself: for it would be a sad pity if he were 
not to pursue the noble profession of huntingc. 
Why, hell make a second Kuno. You know 
who Kunowasy I suppose?'' said he turning to 
.William. 

William acknowledged that he did not. 

^ Not know who Kuno was ! bless my soul ! 
to think that I should never have told you 
that ? Why Kuno, you're to understand, was my 
great grand-father's father; and was the very 
first man that ever occupied and cultivated this 
farm. He began the world no better, I'll 
assure ypu, than a poor riding boy; and live 
servant with the young knight of Wippacb. 
Ah ! the knight liked him well, and took him 

^2 
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with him to all places, battles, tournameDts, 
hunts, and what not? Well, once upon a time it 
happened that this young gentleman of Wip- 
pach was presenA with many other knights and 
nobles at a great bunt held by the duke* And 
in this hunt the dogs turned up a sti^ upon 
which a maa W9B seated rii^ing his hands and 
c^rying pUeQu^ly ; for, iu those days, there was 
a tjrranni^l ^^stom among the great lords that* 
w^ieii a poor man bad committed any slight mat* 
ter of trespass against the forest-laws, they would 
take and bind him on the back of a stag, so 
that he was bruised and gored to death by the 
herd — or^ if he escaped dying that way, be 
perished of hunger and thirst. Well, when the 
fluke saw this-roh lord ! but he was angry ; 
and gave command to stop the hunting; and 
there and then he promised a high reward to 
any m^n that would undertake to hit thi^ 
stf^ — but threatened him with his severest 
displeasure in cfuie he wounded the man ; for 
lie was resolved, if possible, to take him aiivQ 
-7«4bat he ought learn who it was that bad been 
bold enough to break bis law which forbade 
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all fmch murderous deeds. Now^ amongst M 
the nobility, not a ifian could be foillidl tkat 
would undertake the job on these terms: they 
liked the reward, mhid you, but not the risk. 
So, at last, who should step forward but KtfM, 
my owtf great grand^ftther^s fether'^the rery 
man that you see painted in that plctare. lie 
spoke up bc^dly before the duke, atid said : — 
^ My noble liege, if it is your pleasure, wich 
God's blessing, I wiH run the hazard ; If 1 
miss, my life is at your graee*s disposal, and 
must pay the forfeit ; for riehes and worMty 
goods I have none to ransom it: but i |9fity 
the poor man ; and, without tee or reward^ I 
would have exposed my life to the same hazard 
if I had seeir htm in the hands of enemies or 
robbers^" This speech pleased the duke; ilt 
pteased him tight welt : and he bade Kuae* try 
bis luck; and again he promised him the 
reward itt case he hit ; but he dMl not repeal 
his thredt in case he missed f that was, mind 
you, lest he should frighten him and make bis 
hand unsteady. Well, Kuno took his guv, 
cocked it in God's name; and, comniend!ing^ 
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the ball with a pious prayer to the guidance of 
good angels, he spent no time in taking aim-^ 
but fired with a cheerful faith right into the midst 
of a thicket: in the same moment out rushed 
the hart^ staggered, and fell; but the man 
was unwoundedy except that his hands and 
face were somewhat scratched by the bushes. 

** The noble duke kept his word, and gave 
Kuno» for his reward, the farm of the forest 
to himself and his heirs^ ever. But, lord 
bless us ! good fortune never wanted envy ; 
and the favour of providence, as Kuno soon 
learned, is followed by the jealousy of man* 
Many a man there was, in those days, who 
would gladly have had Kuno^s reward; one 
man for himself, perhaps; another for some 
poor cousin or so, or may be something nearer 
of kin, but come of the wrong side the blanket: 
and what did they do but they persuaded . the 
duke that Kuno's shot had hit the mark through 
witchcraft and black arts: ** For why?" said 
they, ** Kuno never took any aim at all, but 
fired at random * a- devil's shot;* and a deviPs 
shot, you're to understaml, never fails of 
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biUiog the mark , for needs must that the devil 
drives*" So hereupon a regulation was made, ' 
and from this the custom came, that every 
descendant of Kuno must undergo a trial and 
fire what they call his probationary shot before 
be. is admitted tenant. However, the master 
of the hounds, before whom the trial takes 
place, can make it easy or difficult at his own 
pleasure. When I was admitted, guess' what 
the master required of me : why from the bill 
of a wooden bird to shoot out a ring that 
fastened the bird to a pole. Well, well : up 
to this time not one of all Kuno'is descendants 
bas, failed in his trial : and he that would be 
my son-in-law and a worthy successor to me— 
let me tell you, William, that man had need 
to make hinraelf a thorough huntsman." 

William, who had listened to this story with 
lively interest (as the old forester had not failed 
to remark with much satisfaction), rose from 
his seat when it was ended, — pressed the old 
man's hand — and promised, under his tuition, 
to make himself a huntsman such as even old 
father Kuno should have had no cause to 
blush for. 
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III. 



William ba4 icarc^ly lived ene ivhole furl* 
nigt^t at tbek for^Bt-houf^e in bis capacily of 
bu^^tonnaDt wben old Bertrain, wba liked him 
be^M^T ev^ry day, gave a formal consent to bk 
if^arifii^e witb Kajtbarine. This ppomiae» bow«^ 
eyi^rft \pras to be kefMt secret until tba day of 
the prob^tioaary sbol, when A» piesanoe of 
(he dncaJ masiter of (be honnds would confer 
^ f4)le|idoup on the ceremony of the betrotbing^ 
ynbisb, was flattering to the old man's pride* 
AAf anlime the bridegroom elect passed his timo 
in i^f^t.uroua elevation ef spirits, and forgot 
l^i^^If and all the world hi the paradise of 
youthful loiYOoTit'BO Ihaife father fiertram often 
sfMjd tp bw tauntingly, that from the day when 
he bad hit hil9 prime aim in obtatniog Ki|tha- 
rjne^'s bear^ be had bit nothing else. The 
f^t hpfv»ver> was, that, from thai very day, 
WilUa^i had met with an. unaoeoon table ran 
^ ilMMck in huntings Sometimes his gun 
woidd miss fire; at other times instead of a 
deer, be would bit the trunk of a tree* Ww 
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bk buQtiog^biig eiof^ied qq but r^mm bimm f 
Instead of partridges out cme dawa andf croWf . 
attd^ instead of a bare, perbaps a dead cal. At 
last tbe forester beg^n to reproach bim ia gfsod 
earnest for his bisedlessaiess.; ttad Kate bsrself 
became anxious for tbe evexil; of bis oJiawiniK 
tion before tbe duke*s coi|aiiiissio«ier« 

William redoubled bis attention and dili- 
gence ; hmt» tbe nearer tbe day of trial 
adyancedy so mucb tbe more was be perse- 
cuted by bad luck. Nearly every sbot mfssed ; 
and at lengtb be grew almost afraid of pulKng 
a trigger for fear of doing some mischief; for 
he had already shot a cow at pasture, and 
narrowly escaped wounding the herdsman. 

^ Nay, 1 stick to my own opinion,'* said hunts- 
man Rudolph one night, << somebody has cast 
a spelt over WiHiam ; for, in tbe regular course 
of nature such things couM never happen; 
and this speN he must undo before ever he*lt 
have any luck.^ 

^ Pooh t pooh i man, what stuff you talk V* 
replied Bertram. ** This ib nothing but super- 
stitious foolery, such as no christian hunter 
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should ever so much as name. Can'st teil nte 
now, my fine felloW| what three articIeiB be 
those which make an able sportsman's stock in 
trade? 

** Aye, my old cock of the woods, I can tell 
you thatf** said Rudolph, clearing his throats 
** or else it were a pity : 

A dog, a gun, and a skilful hand, 

In the forest are better than house or land/ 

** Good/' said Bertram, ** and these three 
together are an overmatch for all the spells in 
Germany/' 

** With your leave, father Bertram," replied 
William, somewhat chagrined, *^ here is my 
gun ; and I should be glad to see the man that 
has any fault to find with that : as to my skill, 
I shall not boast of it ; yet I think it can't be 
denied that I do as well as others : neverthe- 
less, so it is — that my balls seem to fiy 
askance, as if the wind turned them out of 
their course. Do but tell me what it is that 
I should do, and there is nothing 1 will not 
try. 
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* ^ Strange indeed !*' nmrmured the fotester^ 
wbo knew not what to say. 

** Take my word for it, William,'* repeated 
Rudolph, ** it is just what 1 tell yoo. Go some 
Friday at midnight to a cross-road, and make 
a circle round about you with a ram-rod or a 
bloody sword ; bless it three times in the same 
words as the priest uses, but in the dame of 
SamieF'— 

^ Hush f hush !" interrupted the forester 
angrily ; ^ dost know what that name is ? 
^hy, he's one of Satan's host. God keep thee 
and all christians out of his power!*' 

William crossed himself and would hear no 
more ; however obstinately Rudolph persisted 
in his opinion. All night long he continued 
to clean his gun, to examine the screws, the 
spring, and every part of the lock and barrel ; 
and, at break of day, he sallied forth to try his 
luck once more. 

IV. 

Bat all in vam : his pains were all thrown 
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away; the d<^ iSocked ronad liii% alnml a» 
it seemed in mockery of bis akilL At teir 
pacea distance be leveled at a roe-buck ; twice 
his gun flashed in the pan ; the third tiiae it 
went offf but the deer darted off unburithrMgh 
the bushes. Cursinisf his fate^ the uabappry 
hunter threw biaiself despondingly bsMath a 
tree: at that moment a rustling was heard in 
the bushes, and out limped an old soldier with 
a wooden leg. 

^ Good morning to your comrade/' said the 
soklier, ** why so gloomy, why so glodmyf Is 
it body or purse that's ailing, health or wealth 
is it tbst you're sighing for f Or has soioehody 
put 9k charm upon yoaur gun ? Ce«eie» give m 
a bit of tobacco i and let's have a little clM Uk 
gather." 

Wilh a suriy air WiUiam gave hua what h^ 
saked for, atid the sq^ier threw biaoaelf by 
side on the grass. After soma desultasy 
cussion, the conversation fell upon hunting, 
and William related his own bad luck. ** Let 
me see your gun,'' said the soldier. *< Ah ! I 
thought so : diis gun has been charmed*, and 
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ydull nerer gnetatrue Mm with it again laadmore 
than that, let me tell you, if the charm was laid 
according to the rules of art, yoo*ll have no better 
lock with any other guii you take in band/' 

William shuddered, and would have urged 
some objection against the credibility of witch- 
craft; but the stranger offered to bring the 
question to a simple test* ** To old spldiera, 
the like of me," said he, ^ there's nothing at all 
surprising in it* Bless your soul ; I could tell 
you stories stranger by half, from this time to 
midnight. How do you think the sharp- 
shooters would come on, that must venture here 
'there and every where, and must pick off their 
ttan from the very heart of the thickest smoke, 
where it's clean impossible to see him, how 
most they come on, 1 would be glad to know, 
if they understood no other trick than just aim 
and let firef Now here, for instance, is a ball 
that cannot fail to go true, because it's a gifted 
ball, and is proof against all the arts of dark- 
ness« Just try it now: just give it a trial : I'll 
answer for it, you'll not find it deceive you, I'll 
be surety for it." 
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Willilim loaded his piece, and looked about 
for an iairo. At a great height above the forests 
like a moving speck, was hovering a large 
bird of prey. ** There !'* said Mr. Timbertoe, 
^ that old devil up there, shoot him*** William 
laughed, for the bird was floating in a region 
so elevated as to be scarcely discernabie to the 
naked eye. " Nay, never doubt; shoot away;" 
repeated the old soldier, '*ril wager my 
wooden leg you'll bring him down.'* William 
fired, the black speck was seen rapidly des« 
cending; and a great vulture fell bleeding to 
the ground. 

** Oh ! bless your heart, that's nothing at all," 
said the soldier, observing the speechless aston- 
ishment of his companion, ** not worth speaking 
of. Indeed it's no such great matter to learn 
how to cast balls as good as these; little more 
is wanted thiEin some slight matter of skill, and 
to be sure a stout heart; for why? the work 
must be done in the night. I'll teach you. and 
welcome, if we should chance to meetagaia; 
at present, however, I must be moving, for I've 
a d-^ d long march before me today ; and I 
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•hear it just striking seven. Meantime here's a 
few braces of my balls for you/' and so saying 
he limped oflT. Filled with astonishment Wil- 
liam tryed a second of the balls, and again he 
hit an object at an inaccessible distance : he 
then charged with his ordinary balls, and 
missed the broadest and most obvious mark* 
On this second trial, he determined to go after 
the old soldiery but the soldier had disap- 
peared in the depths of the forest ; and William 
was obliged to console himself with the pros- 
pect of meeting him again. 



In the forest-house all was pleasure when 
William returned, as formerly, with a load of 
venison, and gave practical evidence to old 
Bertram that he was still the same marksman 
he had first shewn himself in his noviciate. He 
should now have told the reason of his late ill- 
luck, and whatcourse he had taken to remove it : 
but, without exactly knowing why, he shrank 
from telling of the inevitable balls, and laid the 
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blame upon a flaw in his gun which had aa« 
tmped his notice until the prececding night* 

^ Now, dame, dott a' see T* said the forester, 
laughing : ** who's wrong now, damev I won*- 
der? The witchcraft lay in the gun that 
Wanted trimming; and the little devil, that by 
ytmr account should have thrown down old 
frther Kuno's picture so early this morning, 
I'm partly of opinion lies in a cankered nail." 

*^ What's that you're saying about a devil V* 
awked William. 

*< Nay, nothing at all but nonsense," replied 
the old man : ** this morning, just as the clock 
was striking seven, the picture fell down of 
itself; and so my wife will have it that all's not 
r%ht about the house." 

*^ Just as it was striking seven, eh ? Ha !^ 
And the old soldier flashed across William's 
thoughts^ who had taken bis leave ui that iden- 
tical time. 

** Aye, sure enough, as it was striking seven : 
not a very likely time for devih to be stirring • 
eh, my old dame f eh Anne f at the same time 
chucking her under the chin with a good^na- 



THE FA^TAIi MARKSMAV. 161 

tared laugh* But old Anne shook her head 
thoughtfully, sayings— •^^ God grout all may turu 
out natucal !" aud William, changed colour a 
little^ He resolved to [nit: by his balls, aud^ at 
the raostfl only to use one upoa his day of trial, 
lest he might be uncoDSciously trifling away 
bis future happiness at the wily suggestions of 
a fiend, fint the forester summoned him to 
attfittdanca up^Ni the chace;. andy unless he 
wece prepared ta provoke the old man^ and to 
rouse afresh aU the late suspicions in regard ta 
hiaskilli he found himself obliged to tbsow 
aw^ some of his charmed balls upon such OC'- 
casions. 



VI. 



In a few days William had so familiarised 
himself to the use of his enchanted balls, that 
he no longer regarded it with any misgiving. 
£very day he roamed about in the forest hoping 
to meet the woodeo-Ieg again ; for his stock of 
balls had sunk to a single pair; and the most 
rigorous parsimony became needful, if he would 

Vol. III. M 
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not put to hazard his final success on the day 
of trial. One day, therefore, he positively de- 
clined attending the old forester a hunting ; for» 
on the next, the duke's commissioner was ex- 
pected ; and it might so happen that, before the 
regular probation, he would call for some exhi-* 
bition of his skill. At night* however, instead 
of the commissioner, came a messenger from 
him to bespeak a very large delivery of game 
for court, and to countermand the preparations 
for his own reception until that day se'nnigfat. 

On the receipt of this news, William was 
ready to sink. to the ground ; and his alarm 
would certainly have raised suspicions, had it 
not been ascribed to the delay of his marriage. 
He was now under the necessity of going out 
to hunt, and of sacrificing, at least, one of his 
balls. With the other he vowed to himself that 
he would not part for any purpose on earth, 
except for the final shot before the commissioner 
which was to decide his fate for life. 

Bertram scolded, when William came back 
from the forest with only a single buck; for 
the quantity of venison ordered was very con- 
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Biderable. Next day he was still more pro- 
yoked on seeing Rudolph return loaded with 
game and William with an empty bag. At 
night he threatened to dismiss him from his 
house, and to revoke the consent he had given 
to his marriage with Katharine, unless ho 
brought home, at least, two roe-deer on the fol- 
lowing morning. Katherine herself was in the 
greatest distress, and conjured him for love of 
her to apply his utmost zeal, and not to think 
so much about iier whilst engaged in hunting. 
In a despairing mood William set off to the 
forest. Kate, in any case, he looked upon as 
lost ; and all that remained for him was a sad 
alternative between the two modes of losing 
her, whether by the result of this day's hunt- 
ing, or of the trial before the commissioner. 
This was an alternative on which he felt him- 
self incapable of deciding; and he was stand- 
ing lost in gloomy contemplation of his wretched 
fate when all at once a troop of deer advanced 
close upon him. Mechanically he felt for his 
last ball ; it seemed to weigh a hundred weight 
in his hands. Already he had resolved to re- 

m2 
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serFe this treasure at any price^ when suddenly 
he saw the old wooden Jeg at a distance and 
apparently directing his steps towards him- 
self. Joyfully he dropped bis ball into tbe 
barrel, fired^ and two roe^bqefcs fell to the 
ground. Willian^ left thena lying, and hurried 
after the wooden Jeg; but be must have 
struck into some other path for be bad wholly 
disappeared. 

VII. 

Father Bertram was well satisfied with Wil- 
liam; but not so was William with himself. 
The whole day long he went about in gloomy 
despondency ; and even the tenderness and 
caresses of Kate had no power to restore him 
to serenity. At night-fall, he was still buried 
in abstraction ; and, seated in a chair, he hardly 
noticed the lively conversation between the 
forester and Rudolph, till at length the former 
woke him out of his reverie. 

** What, William, I say," cried Bertram, 
<* sure you'll never sit by and hearken quietly 
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whilst such soaDdalous things are said as Ru* 
dolph Jias jast been saying of our forefather 
Kuno. I'm sure, I wonV ^* If good angels 
stood by, and gave help to him and to the 
poor innocent man on the stag's back, why 
nothing but right : we read of such cases in 
theOld Testament ; and let us thank God, for 
that and all his mercies and marvels; but 
as to black arts and devil's shots, 1*11 not sit 
and hear such things said of our Kuno. What, 
man % Kuno died in his bed quietly and with 
a christian's peace amougpst his children and 
children's children ; but, the man that tampers 
with the powers of darkness never makes a 
good end. I know thai by what I saw myself 
at Prague in Bohemia, when 1 was an appren- 
tice lad." 

<* Ayef what was that," cried Rudolph 
and the rest: ** tell us, dear father." 

^ What was it? why bad enough," said 
Bertram, ^< it makes me shudder when 1 think 
of it. There was, at that time, a young man in 
Prague, one George Smith by name, a wild 
daring sort of a fellow, not but he was a fine 
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active lad iu bis way, that was terribly fond of 
buntingy and would often come and join us ; 
indeed, I may say, wbenever he could. And 
a very fair hunter he mi||;ht have proved ; but 
he was too hasty by far, and flung his shots 
away in a manner* One day, when we had 
been joking him on this, his pride mounted so 
high . that nothing would serve him but he 
must defy'all the hunters in a body : be would 
beat any of them at shooting : and no game 
should escape him whether in the air or in the 
forest. This was his boast : but ill he kept his 
word. Two days after comes a strange hunts- 
man bolt upon us out of a thicket, and tells us 
that a little way off, on the main road, a man 
was lying half dead, and with nobody to look 
after him. We lads made up to the spot, and 
there, sure enough, lay poor George torn and 
clawed all to pieces, just as if he had fallen 
amongst wild cats : not a word could he speak ; 
for he was quite senseless, and hardly shewed 
any signs of life. We carried him to a house : 
one of us set off with the news to Prague ; and 
thither he was soon fetched. Well, this George 
Smith, before he died, made confession that he 



THE FATAL MARKSMAN. 167 

had set about casting devil's balls, with an old 
upland hunter; devil's balls, ^on understandt 
never miss; and because he failed in something 
that he should have done, the devil had han- 
dled him so roughly, that what must pay for it 
but his precious life i 

** What was it then thathe failed in,?" asked 
William falteringly : ** is it always the devil 
that is at work in sucn dealings?" 

'' Why, who should it be V* rejoined the fo« 
rester: " the devil, to be sure, who else ? Some 
people I've heard talk of hidden powers of na« 
ture, and of the virtue of the stars. 1 know 
not: every man's free to think what he likes : 
but it's my opinion, and I stick to it, that it's 
all thejdevil's handicraft/' 

William drew his breath more freely. << But 
did George not relate what it was that brought 
such rough treatment upon himf" 

*' Aye, sure enough, before the magistrateshe 
confessed all. As it drew towards midnight, it 
seems, he had gone with the old hunter to a 
cross-road : there they made a circle with a 
bloody sword ; and in this circle they laid a 
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gkull and h^ttn crora^wa^fs* Tlwn the oM 
man told George wirat he was to do. Ott the 
strokeof eleven, he wasto begin caatiagtbe baUs, 
in number sixty and three, neither more mar 
less; one orer or one under, as soon as twelre 
o'clock struck, be was a lost man. * And, during 
all this work, he was not to speak a word, nor 
to step out of the circf e, let what would happen. 
Sixty of the balk were to carry true, and only 
three were to miss. Well sore enough. Smith 
began casting the balls; but such shocking and 
hideous apparitions flocked about him, that at 
last, he shrieked out and jumped right out of 
the circle: rastantly he tell down senseless to 
die ground, and never recovered his recollec- 
tion till he found himself at Prague, as if wak« 
ing out of a dream, in the hands of tbe surgeon, 
and with a clergyman by his side.'' 

** God preserve all christian pe^^le from 
such snares of Satan,*' said the forester's wife, 
crossing herself. 

^ Had George then," asked Radolph, << made 
a regular contract with the devil f" 

«< Why that's more than I'll undertake to 



THE FATAL M ARKSMAV. 169 

say,'' replied Beitram ; ** for it m written, 
' Jodge not.' fiat, let that be as it will, it ean 
be no sKght matter of a sin for a man to med-> 
die Willi things that bring the Evil One aboat 
him; and may, (or aught he knows, give him 
power orer body and soaL Satan is ready 
enough to come of himself without any man's 
needing to sammon him, or to make bargains 
with him. Besides, what need of any such 
help for a good christian hunter? You know 
thaif William, by your own experience ; with a 
good gun and a skilful hand, the hunter wants 
no devil'a balls, but hits just, where he should 
hit For my part, if I had such balls, I would'nt 
fire them for any money ; for the fiend is a wily 
devil, and might, upon occasion, give the ball 
a sly twist in its course, to serve his purposes 
instead of mine." 

VIII. 

The forester went to bed, and left William 
in the most wretched state of agitation. In 
vain ke threw himself on his bed ; sound sleep 
fled from his eyes. The delirium of a heated 
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fancy presented to his eyes by turns in con- 
fused groups, the old wooden- legged soldier, 
George, Katharine, and the ducal commis- 
sioner. Mow the unfortunate boy of Prague 
held up his hand before him, as a bloody 
memento of warning: then in a moment his 
threatening aspect would change into the face 
of Kate, fainting and pale as death ; and near 
her stood the wooden-leg, his countenance 
overspread with a fiendish laugh of mockery. At 
another time he was standing before the com- 
missioner in the act of firing his probationary 
shot ; he leveled, took aim, fired,' and-^missed. 
Katharine fainted away, her father rejected 
him for ever; then came the wooden-ieg, and 
presented him with fresh bails; but too late- 
no second trial was allowed him. 

So passed the night with William. At the 
earliest dawn he went into the forest, and bent 
his steps, not altogether without design, to the 
spot where he had met the old soldier. The 
fresh breezy air of the morning had chaced 
away from, his mind the gloomy phantoms of 
the night. *< Fool !" said he to himself, *< be- 
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caQfe a mystery is above thy comprehension, 
must it therefore be from hell f And what is 
there so much out of the course of nature in 
that which 1 am seeking, that supernatural 
powers need come to help me f Man controls 
the mighty powers of the brute into obedience 
to his will; why should he not, by the same na« 
tural arts, impress motion and direction upon 
the course of a bit of lifeless inert metal i Nature 
teems with operations which we do not com- 
prehend : and, am I to trifle away my happi- 
ness for a superannuated prejudice f I will call 
up no spiritual beings, but I will summon and 
make use of the occult powers of nature, never 
troubling myself whether I can decypher her 
mysteries or not* I shall go in quest of the 
old soldier; and, if I should not find him, I' 
shall take care to keep up my courage better 
than that same George of Prague; he was 
urged on by pride ; but I by the voice of love 
and honour/* 

In this manner did Wililam discuss his own 
intentions: but the old soldier was no where 
to be found. Nobody, of whom he enquired, 
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had Been any snob man as he had described. 
The next day was spent in the same search, and 
with no better snooess. 

** So be it then !*' said William internally : 
** the days that remain for my purpose are 
numbered. This very night I will go to the 
cross-road in the forest. It is a lonely spot ; 
nobody will be there to witness my noctnrnal 
labours : and I'll take care not to quit the circle 
till my work is done." 



IX. 



Twilight had set in ; and William had pro- 
vided himselfwith lead, bullet-mould, coals, and 
all other requisites, that he might be ready toslip 
' out of the house unobserved immediately after 
supper. He was just on the point of depart- 
ing, and had already wished the forester a 
good night, when the latter stopped him and 
took his hand. 

^ William," said he, " I know not what is 
come to me, but so it is, that this evening I have 
an awe upon my mind, as if from some danger. 
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God knows whati baoging over me. Oblige 
me by staying this night with me. Don't look 
so cast down, my lad ; it's only to g^ard against 
poflsibilities,'* 

Kathsrine iminediately offered her services 
to sit up with her father^ and was unwilling to 
entrust the care of him to any body else> even 
to her own William ; but father Bertram de- 
clined her offer.-^** Another time," said he, 
<< another time ; to-night I feel as if I should be 
easier if I hiMl William with me/' 

** William was disposed at first to excuse 
himself; but Kate commended her father so 
earnestly to bis care, that her requests were 
not to be resisted ; and he staid with a good 
grace, and put off the execution of his plan 
until the succeeding night. 

After midnight the old forester became tran» 
quil,and slept soundly, so that, on the follow- 
ing morning, he laughed at his own fears. He 
would have gone with William into the forest; 
but William still clung to the hope of meeting 
his mysterious acquaintance with the wooden- 
leg, andf therefore, opposed his wishes with a 
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plausible pretext about bib bealth* The 
wooden-legy however, never appeared ; and 
William, a second time, resolved on the noc- 
turnal expedition to the cross-road. 

At night, when he came back from the forest, 
Katharine ran out joyfully to meet him.— 
''Guess, William^ only guess," she cried, ** who 
it is that is come. There is a visitor for you, 
a right dear visitor : but I will not say who, for 
you must guess." 

William had no mind for guessing, and still 
less for seeing visitors. On this day, the deafest 
in the world, would have seemed in his eyes a 
troublesome intruder. He shrunk gloomily 
from Katharine's welcome, and thought of 
turning back upon some pretence; but, at that 
moment, the house-door opened, and the light 
of the moon discovered a venerable old man 
in a hunter's dress, who stepped forwards and 
stretched out his arms to William. 

" William !'* exclaimed a well known voice, 
and William found himself in the arms of his 
uncle. A world of affecting remembrances, 
from the days of childhood, remembrances of 
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lore— of joy — and of gratilnde, pressed with 
the weight of magic upon William's heart ; 
amidst these his midnight purpose shipped 
away from his thoughts; and it was in the 
mfddle of (he gayest conversation^ upon the 
clock striking twelve, that William was first 
reminded with horror of the business he had 
neglected. 

** Just one night more/' thought he, ** one 
single night remains : to-morrow, or never !" 
His violent agitation did not escape his uncle's 
notice; but the old man ascribed it to some 
little weariness in his nephew, and good-na- 
turedly apolc^ized for having engaged him 
so long in conversation, by pleading his early 
departure, which he could not possibly put off 
beyond the first dawn of the next morning. 

** Think not much of an odd hour or two 
thrown away," said he to William on separat- 
ing : ** may be you'll sleep all the better for 
it." 

These last words had a deeper import to 
William's thoughts than could possibly have 
been meant by his uncle. He saw in them an 
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ohacure slliwioa to bis ooctucnal plans, which« 
ODce exeeiUed, migbt (as he forboded) cbace 
away from bim for ever the ceoafort of tranquil 
•lombenu 

X. 

Thethird nigbtcame»Wbatererwa8tobedotte 
^-mu8t be done on this day, for the nest waa 
the day of triaL fVom inoniia^ to night had old 
Anne, with bet daughter Kate^ buatled aboot 
the bouse, to make arran^emeata for the acutai- 
ble reception of ber digaified goesl^ Ibe cooi* 
mksioner. At mglitfiill e««fy thiagr w«» readj, 
and in the most becomMig order. Anne em* 
braced William on his return firom the foieat, 
and, for the first time, saluted biro with the 
endearing name of son* The eyes of Kate 
sparkled with the tender eoiotiona of a youthful 
brid^^that loves, and ia beh>ved* The table 
was decked with festal flowers^ and such as 
rural usage has appropriated, by way of em*- 
blems, to the occasion : viands mere luxurious 
than uanal weve hrougbi imt by the mother ; 
and bottles ot choice oM wine by the father. 
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** This nigbt/' said Bertram, ** we will keep 
the bridal feast : to-morrow we shall not be 
alone ; and cannot, therefore, sit so confiden- 
tially and affectionately together; let us be 
happy then — as happy as if all the pleasure 
of oar lives were to be crowded into this one 
night/' 

The forester embraced his family, and was 
deeply moved. — ^* But Bertram,*' said his wife, 
** let us be as happy as we will to-night, I've 
a notion the young people will be happier to* 
morrow. Do you know what I mean f " 

'* Yes, love, 1 know what you mean : and let 
the children know it also, that they may enjoy 
their happiness beforehand. Do you hear, 
children ? The vicar is invited lo-morrow ; and 
as soon as William has passed his examina* 
tion" 

At this moment a rattling noise and a loud 
cry from Katharine interrujpted the forester's 
speech. Kuno's portrait had again fallen from 
the wall, and a corner of the frame had wounded 
Katharine on the temples. The nail appeared 

Vol. III. N 
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to huve been fixed too loosely in the wall^ for 
It fell after the picture, and brought away part 
of the plaisten— '< What, in Qod's name, can be 
the reason,'* said Bertram with vexation, ** that 
this picture can't be made to hang as it should 
do i This now is the second time that it has 
alarmed us. Katy, my love, art any worse ?" 

** No, not at all," said she cheerfully, and 
wiping the blood from her l(S|]pH9es, ** but I was 
sadly frightened." 

William was thrown into dreadful agitation 
when he beheM the death-pale countenance of 
Kate, and the blood upon her temples. Just 
so bad she appeared to him on the night of his 
hideous visions ; and all the sad images of that 
memorable night now revived upon his mind, 
and tormented him afresh. The violent shock 
tended greatly to stagger hihi in his plans for 
the night ; but the wine, which he drank in 
large draughts, and more hastily than usual, 
for the purpose of hiding his anguish, filled 
him with a frantic spirit of hardihood : he re« 
solved afresh to make the attempt boldly; and 
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no longer sawany thiDg id his (>urposei but the 
honourable spectacle of love and courage 
struggling with danger. 

The clock struck nine. Williams heart 
beat violently. He sought for some pretext 
for witbdramngt but in vain: what pretext 
could a man find for quitting his yoong bride 
on their bridal festival f Time flew faster tbaa 
an arrow : in Ibo arras of love, that should 
have crowned him with happiness, he sufiHrod 
the pangs of martyrdom. Ten o'clock was 
now past: and the decisive moment was at 
hand. Without taking leave, William stole 
from the side of his bride ; already he was 
outside the house with his implements of labor, 
when old Anne came after him. ** Whither 

m 
• 

away, William, at this time of night)'* asked 
she anxiously. ** 1 shot a deer, and forgot it in 
my hurry," was the answer. In vain she 
begged him to stay : all her intreatiea were flung 
away, and even tfae tender caresses of Kate, 
whose mind misgave her, that some mystery lay 
buried in his hurry and agitation* William 

n2 
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tore himself frctai them both, and hastened to 
the forest. 



XL 



The moon was in the wane, and, at this time, 
was rising, and resting with a dim red orb 
upon the horizon* Gloomy clouds were flying 
overhead, and at intervals darkened the whole 
country, which, by fits, the moon again lit up. 
The silvery birches and the aspen trees, rose 
like' apparitions in the forest ; and the poplars 
seemed to William's fevered visions, pale sha- 
dowy forms that beckoned him to retire. He 
shuddered ; and it suddenly struck him, that 
the almost miraculous disturbance of his 
scheme on the two preceeding nights, together 
with the repeated and ominous falling of the 
picture, were the last warnings of dissuasion 
from a wicked enterprise, addressed to him by 
his better angel that was now ready to forsake 
him. 

Once again he faltered in his purpose. Al- 
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ready be was on the point of retarningi when" 
suddenly a voice appeared to whisper to bim : 
*' Fool ! bast tbou not already accepted magi- 
cal help: is it only for the trouble of reaping 
it, that tbou wouId*st forego the main harvest 
of its gifts f" He stood still. The moon issued 
in splendor from behind a dark cloud, and illu- 
minated the peaceful roof of the forester's cot 
tage. He could see Katharine's chamber win-> 
dow, glancing under the silvery rays ; in the 
blindness of love, be stretched out bis arms 
towards it, and mechanically stepped home- 
wards. Then came a second whisper from the 
voice ; for a sudden gust of wind brought the 
sound of the clock striking the half hour: 
^ Away to business !" it seemed to say. *^ Right, 
right !" he said aloud, ^ Away to business I 
It is weak, and childish, to turn back from a 
business half accomplished; it is folly to re- 
nounce the main advantage, having already 
perhaps risked one's salvation for a triOe. No : 
let me go through with it." 

He stepped forwards with long strides ; the 
wind drove the agitated clouds, again over the 
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faceofliie moont and Wiiliain plmiged into 
tbe tbickeit gloom of tho forest. 

At length ho stockl upon the cros»-way« At 
length the oiagic circle was drawn ; tbe aktills 
wero fixedy and tbe bones were laid round 
About. The moon buried itself deeper aad 
deeper in the clouds ; and no light was shed 
upon the midnight deed, except from the red 
lurid gleam of tbe fire, that waxed aad waned 
by fits» UBcfer tbe gusty squalls of the wind* 
A remote church-dock proclaimed that it was 
now within a quarter of ^even. William put 
the ladle upon the firoy and threw in the lead, 
together With three bullets which had already 
hit the mark once : a practice, amongst those 
who 4;ast the ** fatal bullets," which be remem'- 
bered to have heard mentioned m his appren- 
ticeship. In the forest was now beat d • pat- 
tering of rain. At iivtervals came flitting 
motions of owls, bats, and other light'>8hunning 
creatures^ scared by the sudden gleams of the 
fire : some, dropping from the sivroiuiding 
boigb% plaeed themselres on the magic oirele, 
where, by their low duH croaking, they corned 
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holding dialogues, in some unknown tongue, 
with the dead men's «kulls« Their numbers 
increased; and, amongst them were indistinct 
outlines of misty forms, that went and came, 
some with brutal, some with human face^. Th«ir 
vapoury Uneameii<s fluctuated and obeyed the 
motions of the wind : one only stood unebatiged, 
«Bd like a shadow nearto thecirde; and settled 
the sad liglit of its eyes steadfastly upon Wil-* 
liam. Sometnnes it would raise its pale hands, 
«tid seem to sigh : and when it raised its hands, 
the fire would burn mote sullenly; but tt grey 
owl would then fan with bis wings and rekindle 
the decaying embers. WiMiam averted hi^ eyes : 
for the countenance of his buried mother 
seemed to look out from the cloudy figure, 
wkh piteous expressions of unutterable at<- 
goisfa. Suddenly it struck eleven ; aud then the 
shadow vanished, with the action of oue, who 
prays and breathes up sighs to heaven. The owls 
and the night-ravens flitted croaking about ; and 
the skulls and bones rattled beneath their wings. 
William kneeled ^owu on his coaly hearth; 
and with the lai^ stroke of eleven, out fell the 
first bullet 
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XII. 



The owlst and the bones were now silent. 
, But along the road came an old crooked bel- 
dame pall mall against the magic circle. She 
was hung round with wooden spoons, ladles, 
and other kitchen utensils; and made a hide- 
ous rattling as she moved. The owls saluted 
her with hooting, and stroked her with their 
wings. At the circle, she bowed to the bones 
and skulls; but the coals shot forth lambent 
tongues of flaiQe against her, and she drew 
back her withered hands. Then she paced 
round the circle, and with a grin presented 
her wares to William. ^< Give me the bones,'* 
said she in a harsh guttural tone, ** and I'll 
give thee some spoons. Give the skulls to me, 
love: what's the trumpery to thee, love ?" and 
then she chaunted, with a scornful air, 

There's nothing can^help : His an hour too late ; 
Nothing can step betwixt thee and thy fate. 
Shoot in the light» or shoot in the dark» 
Thy bullets, be sure, shall go true to the mark. 
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'' Shoot the dove/' says the word of command : 
And the forester bold, with ** the skilful hand/' 
Leyels and fires : oh I marksman good I 
The dove lies bathed in its innocent blood ! 
Here's to the man that shoots the dove ! 
Come for the prize to me, my love 1'' 

William was agbast with horror: but he re- 
mained quiet within the circle, and pursued 
his labors. The old woman was one, whom he 
well knew. A crazy old female beggar had 
formerly roamed about the neighbourhood in 
this attire, till at last she was lodged in a mad- 
house. He was at a loss to discover, whether 
the object now before him were the reality or 
an illusion. After some little pause, the old 
crone scattered her lumber to the right and 
left with an angry air, and then tottered slowly 
away into the gloomy depths of the forest, 
singing those words : 

<< This to the left, and that to the right: 
This and that for the bridal night. 
Marksman fine, be sure and steady : 
The bride she is dressed— the priest he is ready. 



186 THE FATAL MARKSMAN. 

To-morroWf to-morrowy wken day-Uglit departs^ 
And twilig^ht » spread oyer l^okeH hearts,-^ 
When the fight is fought, when the race is itm. 
When the strife and the angati^ are wet and done ; 
When the hride-tedls decked with a winding-sfaeet. 
And the innocent dove has died at thy feet ; 
—Then comes a bride-groom for me» I trow» 
That shall live with me in my house of woe. 
Here's to fann that shoots the dore ! 
Come lor the pnce tome, my lot« I" 

Now came all Bt once a rattling as of wheels 
and the cracking of postillions' whips. A carriage 
and six drove up with outriders. **> What the 
devil's this that stops the way V* cried the'nia& 
who rode the leaders^ ** Make way there, I say, 
clear the road." William looked up, and saw 
sparks of fire darting from the horses' hoofii, 
and a circle of flame about the carriage^wheels. 
Bj this he knew it to be a work of the fiend^ 
and never stirred. '* Push on, my lads, drive 
over him, helter skelter," cried the same pos- 
tillion, looking back to the others ; and in a 
moment the whole equipage moved rapidly 
upon the circle. WiUiam cowered down to the 
ground I beneath the dasfa of the leaders fore- 
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legs ; but tbe airy train, and the carriage soared 
ittto the air with a whistling sound, round and 
round the circle, and vanished in a hurricane, 
which moved not a leaf of the trees. Some 
time elapsed before William recovered from his 
«ousternation. However, he compelled his 
trembling hands to keep firm, and cast a few 
bullets. At that moment, a well known church- 
clock at a distance, began to strike. At first 
the sound was a sound of comfort, connecting, 
as with the tones of some friendly voice, the 
human world with the dismal circle in which 
he stood, that else seemed cut off from it as 
by an impassable gulpb : but the clock struck 
twice, thrice, — here be shuddered at the rapid 
flight of time, for his work was not a third part 
advanced, then it struck a fourth time. He 
was appalled; every limb seemed palsied; and 
tlie mould slipped out of his nerveless hand. 
With the oalmneas of despair, he listened to 
the clock, until it completed the full hour of 
twelve; the knell theo vibrated on the air, 
lingered, and died away. To sport with the 
solemn hour «if midnight appeared too bold an 
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undertaking, even for the powers of darkness. 
However he drew out bis watch, looked, and 
behold ! it was no more then half past eleven. 
Recovering his courage, and now fully 
steefed against all fresh illusions, he resumed 
his labours with energy. Profound quiet was 
all around him, — disturbed only at intervals 
by the owls that made a low muttering, and 
now and then rattled the skulls and bones 
together. All at once a crashing was heard 
in the bushes. The sound was familiar to the 
experienced hunter's ears ; he looked round; 
and, as he expected, a wild boar sprang out 
and rushed up to the circle. ** This," thought 
William, *' is no' deception*' ; and he leaped 
up, seized his gun, and snapped it hastily at 
the wild beast ; but no spark issued from the 
flint: he drew his hanger; but the bristly 
monster, like the carriage and horses, soared 
far above him into the air and vanished. 

XIII. 
William, thus repeatedly baflied, now has- 
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tened to bring up the lost time. Sixty bullets 
were already cast: he looked up; and sud- 
denly the clouds opened, and the moon again 
threw a briUiant light over the whole coun- 
try. Just then a voice was heard from the 
depths of the forest crying out, in great agita- 
tion, — *^ William! William !** It was the voice 
of Kate. William saw her issue from the 
bushes, and fearfully look round her. Be- 
hind her panted the old woman, stretching 
her withered spidery arms after the flying girl, 
and endeavouring to catch hold of her floating 
garments. Katharine now collected the last 
remains of her exhausted strength for flight: 
at that moment, the old wooden-leg stepped 
across her path; for an instant, it checked 
her speed, and then the old hag caught 
her with her bony hands. William could con- 
tain himself no longer: he threw the mould 
with the last bullet out of his hands, and 
would have leaped out of the circle : but just 
then the clock struck twelve; the fiendish 
vision had vanished ; the owls threw the skulls 
and bones confusedly together, and flew away; 
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the fire went out ; and Williaoi sank exhausted 
to the groQnd« 

Now eame up slowly a horseman upon a 
black horse. He stopped at the effaced oat* 
line of the nMgic circle, and spoke thus : ** Thoa 
hast stood tbj trial welt ; what would'st thou 
hare of roe }'' 

** Nothing* of thee, nothing at afl/' said 
William t ** what I want — I hare prepared for 
myself.*' 

** Aye I but with my help : therefore part 
belcHigs to me." 

** By no means, by no means : I bargained 
for no help ; i summoned thee not." 

The horseman laughed scornfully; *«Thoa 
art bolder," said he, ** than such as thou are 
wont to be. Take the balls which thou hast 
cast ; sixty for thee, three for me ; the sixty 
go true, the three go askew: all will be plain, 
when we meet again." 

William averted his face: <^I will never 
meet thee again," said he,-**-^ leave me." 

" Why tiimest thou away 9" said the stran- 
gle with a dreadful laugh: do'st know mef" 
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*^ N09 do"*— said Wiiliam shadderiag: I 
know thee not ! I wish not to know thee, fie 
thou who thou may est, lea^e me !" 

The black horaeasan turned away kia bovao, 
and said with a gloomy swlemnity-^** Thou 
do*si know me? the very hair of thy head, which 
atanda on end, confesses for thee thai thou 
do'st. I am he»-— whom at this moment thou 
namest in thy heart with horror". So saying 
he vanished— -followed by the dreary sound of 
withered leaves, and the echo of blasted 
boughs falling firom the trees beneath which 
he had stood. 

XVI. 

** Merciful God ! what has happened to you» 
William f exclaimed Kate and her mother* 
as William returned pale and agitated after 
midnight : ** you look as if fresh risen from 
the grave." 

** Nothing, nothing/' said William,— »*^ no 
thing but night air ; the truth is I am a little 
feverish." 
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'< William, William r said old Bertram 
stepping up to bim, *'you can't deceive me: 
something has met you in the forest. Why 
would yon not stop at home ? Something has 
crossed you on the road, I'll swear. 

William was struck with the old man's seri- 
ousness, and replied — ** Well, yes ; 1 acknow- 
ledge, some thing has crossed me. But wait 
for nine days : before then, you know your- 
self that-^" 

** Gladly, gladly, my son," said Bertram: 
*^ and God be praised, that it is any thing of 
that kind which can wait for nine days. Trou- 
ble him not, wife ; Kate, leave him at peace ! 
— Beshrew me, but I had nearly done thee 
wrong, William, in my thoughts, now, my good 
lad, go to bed, and rest thyself. ** Night," says 
the proverb, '* is no man's friend." But be of 
good cheer: the man that is in his vocation, 
and walks only in lawful paths, may bid de- 
fiance to the fiends of darkness, and all 
their works." 

William needed his utmost powers of dis- 
simulation to disguise from the old man's pene- 
tration how little his suspicions had done him 
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lojastice. This indulgent affection of fa- 
ther Bertram, and such unshaken confidence 
in his uprightness, wrung his heart. He hur- 
ried to his bed-rooDi| with full determination 
to destroy the accursed bullets. One only will 
I keep, only one 1 will use," said he, holding 
out his supplicating hands pressed palm to 
palm with bitter tears towards heaven. ** Oh 
let the purpose, let the purpose, plead for the 
offence ; plead for me the anguish of my heart, 
and the trial which I could not bear ! [ will 
humble, I will abase myself in the sight of 
God : with a thousand, with ten thousand 
penitential acts I will wash out the guilt of my 
transgression. But can I, can I, now go back, 
without making shipwreck of all things — of 
my happiness, my honour, my darling Kate V 
Somewhat tranquillised by this view of his 
own conduct, he beheld the morning dawn 
with more calmness than he had anticipated. 

XV. 

The ducal commissioner arrived, and ex- 
pressed a wish, previously to the decisive trial, 
Vol. III. o 
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of making a little huntiagexeursifiiiiocMnnpatiy 
with the young forester. «« For,'* said he,« it ia 
all right to keep up old usages : but, between 
ourselresy the bunler^s skill is best shewn in 
tbe forest. So jump up, Mr. Forester elect; 
and let's away to the forest!" 

William turned pale, and would have made 
excuses; but, as these availed nothing with 
the commissioner, he begged at least, that he 
might be allowed to stand his trial first. Old 
Bertram shook his head thoughtfully :— <* Wil- 
liam, William !" said he with a deep tremu- 
lous tone. William withdrew instantly ; and 
in a few moments he was equipped for the 
chace, and with Bertram followed the com- 
missioner into the forest. 

The old forester sought to suppress his 
misgivings, but struggled in vain to assume 
a cheerful aspect. Katharine too was dejected 
and agitated ; and went about her household 
labours as if dreaming. ^ Was it not possible," 
she had asked her father, ** to put off the trial V* 
*^ I tfaouglit of that also," replied he, and he 
kissed her in silence. Becoveriag himself joniie* 
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diateljy he congralulated his daughter on the 
diy — and reminded b^f ttf her bridal garland, 
The garland had been locked up by old 
Antte m « draw^^ afid^ httstUy mt^mptiug 
to open it, she injured (h< Jock. A ohiM 
was therefore despatched to a sb^ to fetch 
another gariatid for the bridle. ** Bring the 
hamkomest they hare,'' tried dame Amm after 
the chfid : but fh« childi in ite simpUi^y , pitcil^ 
ed upon that which glittered m^%i ^md fhia 
happened to be a brtde*6 fbneral gaHind of 
myrtle and rosemary entwined with sil?er, 
which themistress of the shop, not knewhi]^ Ibe 
chrcumstancesy allowed the thild i6 darry off*. 
The bride and her tnother WeH understood the 
ominous import of this aceidetit ; eath shud- 
dered \ and flinging hef arms about the other's 
neck, sought to stifle her horror in a lat^ at 
the child's Muudel*. The lock was tidW tried 
once more; it opened readily; the clofDtiaU 
were exchanged ; and the beautiful tiT^sses of 
Katharine were enwreathed with the bloom 
ing garland of a bride. 

o 2 
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meV* More bebadl no pow«r to uttet ; for b« 
sank iosensibte i& th«> grootNl okse by bib 
hieedmg bricte. 

Tfae comoristtioncr and tbe pyie0(M«gfa:f«fii« 
iy ta tpeak cdmA)rt to tll« decfdato paMWts* 
Searoe bad tfae a|^d wolfber brid the emJoaw 
funeral garland upon the bosom of her dhwgh* 
ter^s eorpe^ iHMn she we^^t away the \mt tears 
of' ber fmfatftoiiable grief. The seKvary Aitbtv 
soon foHowed' ber; WilHsiii» the ^tal Hbrks- 
maDy wore away bis daiye bt fbe nrad-bevsA. 
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XT was a gfooniy aatumtiat iiigbt,il8 tb^ tddODy 
sinkfng dmidst dark cfoads, cast a fearfo4 lighi 
upon the ruins of the fortresder of Wormsf M Ibe 
Adda, before wfaieh two senfmeh w^fte pA^ittg 
to and fro, befng* stationed there iff order to 
prevent the approach of any one t6wttr4^ the 
treasuries which were strppoised to br cdwa?ated 
within the vaults of that ancient castk. 

** Comrade V* exclahtiect i/ttt yonttgef df ibe 
two to his companion,^ this i«, itielfMuks^ bat an 
awful place— one that miry atttf eauae ti^etk' a 
brave heart %a quake. What g^haistty s&a[Ms 
are those t discerii yoncfery 
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** What should they be save the old leafless 
trees that rear their braoches so fantastically 
that I trarrant me thy fancy apprehends them to 
be goblins f — It is well for us if, ere midnight, 
we behold nothing of more frightful aspect*' 

** Thou terrifiest me, Bertram/' said the youth 
with a trembling roice. 

^Hush! not a word more until the moon 
shall have disappeared: after that time, I will 
satisfy thy curiosity." 

Wrapping themselFes up in their mantles, 
they continued to pace in silence: Hubert, the 
younger soldier, feeling all the while a strange 
temptation to quit his post, so great was the 
dread inspired by the words of his companion, 
which led him to expect every moment the ap- 
pearance of some horrible phantom. His imagi- 
nation embodied forth strange shapes from the 
surrounding objects, seen as they were in dim 
obscurity, until the increasing darkness some- 
what diminished his fears, by rendering the forms 
of things less visible. Suddenly, however, a 
gleaming light was seen to proceed from the 
ruined portal of the castle which, nearly choaked 
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up with rubbish and fallen stones, had not for 
many years been entered by any thing mortal. 
The^paly^ btuish light served to render risible a 
gigantic figure frocked like a monk, yet wear- 
ing a casque instead of a cowl, and armed with 
a long spear. It rode a steed of similar propor- 
tions to itself, and, crossing through the court- 
yard passed the two sentinels, who watched 
its course in speechless terror; then winding 
down the valley, it crossed a small brook and 
as suddenly disappeared at the entrance of 
a cavern. 

<« Didst thou behold it V asked Bertram, 
after a long pause. 

** Yes,'' replied his terrified companion as 
soon as his tongue tcould recover its power of 
articulation. 

^ That figure," continued the former, ^ is the 
Monk llsan, whose spirit is doomed to taste no 
repose, but, accoutred as thou hast witnessed, 
must watch the hoard of the Nibelungen, which 
is deposited, as they say, in the vaults of this 
ruin; and which cannot be removed by mortal's 
hands save at this hour, when he quits it tor a 
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seasoD. How tcemeth it to tbeef^^Wbat if 
we were now to enter"-^ 

** Nay, f coDJure tbee by all that bb boly,veti*- 
tnve not 8o frightful an attenqit" 

** Fear oot^ boy, the treaaore aiay be boned 
still for me ; for it produced of old ao much 
■iiafortvae, and wrovght ancb ilb to tboae who 
dMraled after rt, that k will hardly work the 
weal of him who shaU ever obtain it* I bare 
beard that ■ which woaM toot oat all g? eediacfla 
after bo€& onhcly Incre." 

Hubert marked well that his comrade wished 
lobe qoestioaed as to the secret of which he 
hinted himself to be in post ssioo ; yet, so 
great wa» hia terror tbat it repressed aU curio- 
sity^ a»d he wradii ihin bare spared Hil^io* 
brand the task of narrating the history; but the 
latter fek too eager !• unbasoni tuaoaelf, and 
perhaps also to foiet his own apprehenaiooaby 
cotvreraatioDy that le ferthwilh bega» to rotate 
the- following narrative^ 

In those early ages, when Rh^ia. had its cmm 
khigs, Gibicb wao the sorvreigas of this tertff- 
tory, who^ (roaa bia attad i aa c srt toy. and eoaatant 
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reftideDce ki thin eatlle^ w» gvneraUy deiiom* 
nated the king of Worms. What hit tet ritoty 
wanted in extent wtm armply atoned for. hy its 
fi^ithy and richness, and by thai weakh wiJch 
ie of more vatoe than rnises of gold orjewebsr^ 
that which ghMldoM and atlachee a jwople te 
theh" natire eoif# 

Gibicb prized not the precious laetak ; ereo 
h» cnmu and the aimple omamMits which be 
occasionally wore, were only of iron. An^, if 
^' any high fesdval he aougfat somef gayer 
dbeoratfon, it was but a simple chapi^ ef 
ftewers, wbicbbift daughter the PviaceaaChrin** 
hjida, twvef faJled to preseaH lo» liaa. 

Otte day as she was wandermg among bet 
flcMiiers, coBSideriiig which she shoaU select 
for the abst^e-mewiioaed puspesey. she ob* 
nerv^ a m«J>a«b«f e«te»in)»i»y bnutjrt 
there grew iipoit> il but ai siogle* reee^ but this 
was of such surpasatng etegwicei that it iiiibsihI 
te combine m itself l&e eactllencics of eveiy 
ether flower. Gfirobilds delayed netJoeg to 
plueh it^ net however for h«i! father, aa waahet 
#rs( inteqtioiH but for heraeli^ se giaatly wae 
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she fascinated with its delightful odour, and 
beautiful tints. 

** Grimhilda," cried a gentle voice from the 
bush, ** LOf this is the first deviation from thy 
duty, and from the path of severe rectitude. 
Thy vanity is more powerful than thy affection. 
Yet go ; happy will it be for thee should this 
prove thy greatest error. But beware that 
thou losest not the flower which hath tempted 
thee.' '' 

Grimhilda stood fixed in amazement before 
the speaking bush, and greatly as she felt 
ashamed at this reproof, she was still more cu- 
rious to listen, but the voice was heard no more, 
so that she was obliged to depart ungratified. 
Proud of the beautiful ornament she now pos^ 
sessed, fairer then aught she had before worn, 
she went to welcome the princess Brunilda,the 
betrothed of her brother Gundachar. The latter 
displayed to her, her own costly jewels, and re- 
proached her with her simple taste in prefering 
fading flowers to precious stones, whose d^s ^ 
ever blaze with the same unquenched lustre. 
Grimhilda soon felt ashamed of her poverty in 
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tbis respect, and requested of her fttber that he 
would enable her to appear with equal splen- 
dour. 

^My daughter," replied Gibicb, '^such 
may not be. The kings of the Netherlands 
have long been in possession of the hoard of 
the Nibelungen; and can command all the 
treasures that grow within the bowels of the 
earth; therefore, can Brunhilda, their descend- 
ant, attire herself with a profusion of these 
gauds. Yet their splendour is not half so lovely 
as the milder lustre of thy flower." 

But, alas ! Grimhilda heeded not the words 
of her father: her attachment to her flowers was 
now quite destroyed, while, on the contrary, her 
cupidity was increased by what she heard of the 
hoard of the Nibelungen. Her thoughts were 
continually occupied with the idea of this trea- 
sure : it was even the subject of. her dreams 
and the constant object of her enquiries. Many 
were those who told her strange tales concern- 
i^g it, yet could no one either pretend to have 
seen it, or give any satisfactory account of it. 

About this time it chanced that Brunilda's 
father died, and her brother Fradolfo, succeeded 
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lo tine throoe. On iim oecmi^n^ that prtoeeM 
vent lo pay bim a wimi of congratnlatiotiy ac* 
companied by Grimhilda ; and the latter waa aa 
dazzled by tike aplendoar and lukury which abe 
witneaaed at the court of this new ioonardi« 
thatyOB her return home^ ahe could no longer 
find any enjoyment in her wonted aoHiaeraenai* 
The andritious Bruniidai on her aide, was not 
less disconfbrted, when die reiected that sha 
was only the consortof a prinee ; for she longed 
to enjoy the title of queea^wbiley on the other 
hand, nothing could console Oriinliilda for the 
wantoftle treasure of the JNibelungen; and 
die accordingly set about devising every means 
in her power, in order to obtain the object ef her 
craving desires. She Mdeavoured to peratiade 
her lover, ibe noble Rndiger, to second her de- 
signs, asserting that the board of the Nihelungen 
could not be deemed the exclusive property of 
any single mortal, but was ffes fer all who 
chose to daim it by the sword* Her argu- 
ments, however, failed to convince Rudiger 
of the lawfulness of such an enterprise, and 
they parted, mutually dissatisfied wil^ each 
ether. 
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The (wo priDceevet were compelUd to de- 
▼our their reepcctire dieconteate to secret, 
eiace they could not enter into reciprocal con- 
fidence. Branilda, could not avow to her sister- 
in-law, that she looked forward with impatience 
to the time when her basband sboold possess 
the crown; neither dwst GrimhiMa hint bow 
passionately she longed to become mistress of the 
treasures possessed by the family of the formen 
Yet, on other topics, their conversation was un- 
restrained ; Grimhilda, therefore, as they were 
one day walking together, related ber ad venture 
with the speaking rose-bud. 

**I am not all surprised," returned her 
companion, ** at what you now (ell me, sin- 
gular as it is ; for there are doubtless, in this 
country, many such plants as that which you 
mention." 

^* What induces you," enquired Grimhilda, 
** to entertain such an idea ? For my part, it is 
the only instance of the kind, which 1 have 
ever met with.'* 

** That may possibly chance to be (be case. 
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Bat wonld you know how I became so well 
acquainted with these circumstances, relative 
to this country, look up and you will see ad- 
vancing hither the very person who has been 
my informen'' 

Upon this, Grimhilda raised her eyes, and 
beheld approaching towards them, two monks, 
riding upon mules, with whose persons she 
was not unacquainted. 

Rhetia was, at this period, in the darkness of 
heathenism ; nevertheless, some pious men had 
come as missionaries from Rome and the East, 
for the purpose of propagating Christianity 
through this benighted land* They were dis- 
ciples of Saint Cecilins, who converted Spain 
and Gaul ; but whether they ressembied that 
holy man, in the purity of their lives, will best 
appear from the sequel of our history. At first 
they had to contend with difficulties, and to 
endure much opposition, but when Gibich, the 
present monarch came to the crown, be rather 
favoured their designs, than otherwise, and they, 
in consequence, obtained more consideration. At 
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the period of which we are now speakiog, they 
possessed a noble conventy and their numbers 
were considerably increased. 

Of these religious^ the principal was the 
monk Ilsan, a man every way qualified to ob* 
tain proselytes ; nor had he failed to ingratiate 
himself, in no ordinary degree, with both the 
princesses* 

To Ilsan, then, for he was one of the two 
monks whose approach we hayejust mentioned, 
did Grimhilda relate the subject of their con- 
versation, demanding, at the same time, whether 
he had met with many similar instances. 

'^Such plants and trees,'* replied the monk, 
*^are by no means uocommon, and, if they are 
not known, it is because people do not under- 
stand in what manner they are to be made to 
exert this power." Then, after having giveti 
them some instructions how to proceed in 
order to accomplish this purpose, he made his 
obeisance to the dames, and proceeded onwards 
with his companion* 

^ Both Brunilda and her sister had their rea- 
sons for enquiring into these mysteries of na- 

VOL. III. p 
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ture, wishing to coDsult these oracles as to 
their future destinies. For this purpose they 
separated, and took difierent directions. The 
latter again approached the rose-bush, and put 
some queries to it, but the only answer she 
obtained, was certain vagu^ hints, as to the 
necessity of exerting all her caution and pru* 
dence. Brunilda, on the contrary, returned 
better pleased with her success, for she informed 
Grimhilda that, in reply to her demands as to 
the future, it had been plainly intimated to her, 
that she should possess the crown of Burgundy, 
and, at the same, time the measures had been 
revealed to her, which she was to employ for 
the attainment of this end. 

Events shortly tended to verify this predic- 
tion* Gundachar urged his father to furnish 
him with the means of entering upon an ex- 
pedition against the Burguudians. At first 
Gibich was unwilling to accede to the desire 
of his son, but at length, wearied by his solici- 
tations,- was ftin to comply ; and the prince, 
acccompanied by his consort, set out to com- 
mence hostilities* 
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Grimhilda, in the mean while, having con* 
suited some others of the sylvan oraclesi ob* 
tained answers more favourable to her wishes^ 
being informed that, if she dismissed Rudiger, 
and accepted the hand of Fradolfo, that she 
would secure to herself the treasure which was 
the object of her views. It cost her indeed no 
little to fulfill the former of these conditions, 
since she really entertained for the worthy 
cavi^lier all the attachment, of which a heart, 
now became the prey of ambition and avarice, 
was susceptible. But the. latter passions tri- 
umphed over affection ; she therefore dismissed 
her faithful suitor, and began to employ all 
her arts to obtain the latter as her suitor. 

No object could be less worthy of fair lady's 
love, or more unlikely to awaken any thing re- 
sembling an interest in his behalf than Fradolfo. 
Destitute of any thing that might announce his 
dignified station, his countenance was marked 
by no traits, save those impressed by a mean 
and greedy avarice and by insolent pride, 
which latter feeling, arose from the pos- 
session of the hoard of the Nibelungen — 

p2 
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not, however, that he was acquainted with its 
value, or employed it for any useful purpose, 
since he had not even ventured to open the 
chests in which it was deposited. Had he ven- 
tured to touch this precious deposit stall, it 
bad doubtless been employed by him in pro- 
moting his ambitious views, and in obtaining 
by the dint of gold that extent of territory, 
which he was too cowardly to attempt to ac- 
quire by the sword. 

As a suitor he had never proved successful, 
so little was he formed to captivate the female 
heart : he was accordingly not a little flattered 
by Grimhilda's advances. Besides the princess 
of Rhetia was a match that seconded his am"* 
bitious views ; he did not, therefore, turn a 
deaf ear to father Ilsan, when that worthy 
monk, who undertook to negotiate this court- 
ship, made him acquainted with the princess's 
in(*.lination. 

The monk, on his side, was eager for the suc- 
cess of this afiair, for Rudiger had long been 
the object of his hatred : bis avarice, moreover,, 
was excited by the hope of participating in 
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Aose treasures whidi he was about to assist 
Grimbilda in acquiring. So eloquently, there- 
fore, did he represent to Fradolfo the advan- 
tages that would accrue from his union with 
Grimhilda, that the prince eagerly concluded 
the match. 

The new-made queen deemed herself the 
most fortunate of her sex ; not in the consort 
whom she had thus obtained, for him she ap- 
preciated as he deserved, but on account of the 
wealth of which she thus saw herself become 
the mistress. The first and most eager request 
that she made to her lord, after their marriage, 
was, that he would shew her those treasures, 
which were the real object of her affection. 

** Dear spouse," replied Fradolfo to her soli- 
citations, ** well hast thou acquired the right to 
such a demand : and certain am f , that I may 
confide this wealth to thy keeping. This key 
will admit thee to the vault, wherein it is depo- 
sited. Thou mayest go thither whenever thou 
choosest, to feast thy eyes with beholding 
the chests which contain it, but heed, 1 be- 
seech thee, that thou searchest no farther. 
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Even 1 have never yet indulged myself beyond 
this, and greatly do 1 fear tbat,{wert thou to do 
80, some misfortune would befall our house." . 
We know not whether Frsidolfo bad really 
been warned by any tradition, that there was 
danger attached to this gratiGcatioa of a na- 
tural curiosity ; or whether he said thus merely 
in order to restrain his wife from touching the 
treasure. Certain, however, it is, that this in- 
telligence was far from' pleasing to Grimbilda; 
although notwithstanding her reluctance, she 
was obliged to promise obedience. AII,therefore, 
that 6be could do was daily to visit the vaults, 
in company with Fradolfo, and listen to 
him while he recounted to her gready ear, the 
immense wealth contained in those chests: 
how that covered with crimson velvet, was 
filled with gold dust out of the river Pison, 
the silver one with diamonds of Golconda, 
each the size of an ostrich's egg, and the gol- 
den one with rose-coloured pearls, fished up 
from the depths of the Pacific Ocean. But 
these formed the least part of the hoard of the 
Nibelungen: the other chests were filled with. 
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riches still more valuable. In the lastchesty 
which was covered only with ordinary black lea* 
tber, was deposited, as Fradolfo informed her, 
the most precious article of all, namely two old 
parchment manuscripts,in which were disclosed 
secrets and mysteries of the highest import* 

*^ But tell me, my lord," said Grimhilda, 
** may we never behold, or make use of any 
part of this immense wealth f " 

*« Wherefore not V* replied he, ** is it not pos- 
sible to be benefitted by riches except we count 
them over with our hands, or view them with 
our eyes? doth not abundance already reig^ 
in our palace, although thou knowest not the 
source whence it is derived?'' 

Grimhilda was obliged to content herself with 
this mysterious reply ; but, whenever he made 
her any present, she would eagerly enquire 
whether it was any part of the treasure of the 
Nibelungfen, which his silence always led her 
to interpret as being the case, a circumstance 
that afforded her much satisfactibn. 
• During all this time Fradolfo. made no pre- 
parations for quitting the court of his father*in« 



216 THE HOARD 

law, but seethed so attached to Rhetia, that it 
was whispered he was already impatient to be 
put in possession of this country. 

While these erents were taking place at the 
court of Gibichy Gundachar proved successful 
to the utmost of his hopes, and was already 
become king of Burgundy, a rank which he 
divided with his two brothers, Gemot and 
Giseherr. The crown which the princes of 
Rhetia had thus acquired, amply recompensed 
them^ as Fradolfo imagined, for the loss of their 
paternal kingdom; for, after the manner of 
many generous people, he gave every one else 
credit for being much more easily satisfied with 
what fell to their lot, than he himself was. He 
himself^ however, was by no means contented 
with the tide of king of the Netherlands, but 
aspired also to the possession of Rhetia* 

The sons of Gibich, on the contrary, were 
inspired with nobler sentimente than Fradolfo 
could comprehend ; for, although the ambition 
of his consort had excited Gundachar to attempt 
this conquest, and although he how found him- 
self in possession of the crown promised by the 
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oracle which firunilda had consulted, hiei ob- 
ject bad beea to acquire it for his father. Fra* 
dolfo, howevery regarded this declared iDtention 
as a mere pretext on the part of the brothers, 
now that they found themselves at the head of 
a victorioiis army, to seize on their father's king- 
dom, a kingdom to which he conceived that he 
had acquired a just right by bis marriage with 
Grimhilda* In these circumstances, there was 
no room for delay ; he came at once, therefore, 
to the desperate resolution of imbruing his 
hands in the blood of the aged monarch* Grim- 
hilda was not, indeedi an accomplice in this 
murderous scheme ; but neither did she give 
herself any trouble to enquire into it, and bring 
to light the real perpetrator, being little dis- 
posed to regret an event which, by making 
her queen of Rhetia, was so gratifying to her 
pride. She had besides, long ceased to en- 
tertain any feelings of filial piety, so com- 
pletely was she under the dominion of the 
passions of ambition and avarice. Although, 
therefore, she was clad in all the outward guise 
of deep sorrow, her heart was filled with joy. 
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Shortly after this event, as she was sitting 
with her consort at a costly banquet, it was 
announced that a minstrel was at the gate of 
the palace, earnestly soliciting that he might be 
permitted to exhibit his skill in the presence 
of the royal pair* Leave being granted for 
his appearance, the minstrel shortly after en- 
tered the ball attended by a companion. With 
a haughty step, and dauntless air, ill suiting 
the humility of their petition, they advanced 
towards the raised part of the hall, where the 
monarch and his consort were seated at table. 
Without deigning to make the least sign of 
respectful salutation, the minstrel struck his 
harp wildly, and produced tones that filled all 
who heard them with astonishment and horror. 
Aghast, and rivetted to their seats with awe, 
neither Fradolfo nor the queen could find any 
voice to interrupt these dreadful strains. But, 
if the prelude of the minstrel was such as to 
inspire terror, how greatly was that feeling 
increased, when, with a voice that caused every 
bosom to thrill with affright, he began to chaunt 
the atrocious deeds of the monarch in whose 
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presence he stood, and sung of Gibich*8 nnor* 
der, the imjiious cruelty of Fradolfo, and of 
Grimhilda's unnatural ambition, threatening 
speedy vengeance on the criminals. Scarcely 
had he pronounced the vengeance that was 
about to overtake them, ere his companion's 
sword had pierced the monarch's heart. Ut- 
tering a deep shriek Grimhilda sank beside the 
corpse of her husband : instead, however, of 
sacrificing her also, the stranger, yet holding 
the reeking brand, spurned her from him ex* 
claiming : ** Accursed wretch, thou art unwor- 
thy to perish by such an instrument; I leave 
thee therefore, to the just resentment of hea- 
ven." Then turning towards the trembling 
attendants, who, struck with awe, had lost all 
power of interposing, he exclaimed: **Rhe- 
tians, acknowledge the king of Burgundy and 
his brothers as your sovereigns ; this kingdom 
is theirs, nor will it be long ere they arrive to 
claim their inheritance, and avenge the blood of 
their parent*" 

The pretended minstrel and his companion' 
were Volcker, and the Knight Hagen von 
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Troy, the friends of Rudiger, whO| bmrniog to 
punish the per£dy of Grimhilda towards that 
brave warrior, and the niarder of Gibicb, bad 
had recourse to this stratagem. 

Grimhilda was now borne off to her apart* 
ment from this scene of horror, and was at- 
tended by the monk Ilsan, who had been a 
silent witness of the whole transaction without 
the power, and perhaps too, without the desire 
of hindering it ; for, to confess the truth, he 
had never been greatly attached to Fradolfo, 
whom he found less easily led to his views 
than the queen. On the recovery of the latter, 
the monk was at no loss to find topics of con- 
solation, hinting that Fradolfo had lefil his most 
valuable part, namely, the treasure of the Ni« 
belungen, behind him, and that, as to his per- 
sonal loss, it was one that there would be no 
great difficulty in supplying* Nor did his 
efforts to soothe her grief prove unavailing, 
for the mention of the treasure, which she now 
deemed entirely in her own power, failed not 
to have its due efiect. 
*< It is now in your power," continued the 
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monk, << to renomerate younself for the Bacri- 
fice which you have made in uniting yourself 
to one 80 unworthy of your youth and beauty, 
by taking immediate possession of that wealth 
of which he grudged yoi) even the view. You 
may now indulge in all the liberality to which 
your own disposition prompts you. As to 
the interdiction which he pretended, existed 
against opening the treasures, it was either 
mere superstition, or , suspicious caution, in 
order to conceal them t» much as possible from 
you." 

These arguments failed not to have their 
weight with Grimhilda, who, forgetting all 
that had so recently occurred, thought of 
nothing save the opportunity of examining 
the treasure ; and, notwithstanding the inde- 
cency of gratifying her curiosity, while her 
husband's remains lay yet unburied, she im- 
mediately proceeded with the monk to the 
subterraneous vault where it was deposited. 

Both felt equal inipatience to feast their 
eyes with this unbounded wealth, but the monk» 
better practiced in the arts of dissimulation. 
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concealed from Grimhilda the joy which he 
felt on this occasion. 

HaviBg" unlocked the door of the vault, they 
ordered their attendants to place the torches, 
'which they had brougpbt with them, in the vault 
and then retire, llsan^who till now had never 
beheld aught of the treasure, was struck with 
astoiiishmeut when he saw the magnificence of 
the cheits that contained it, although his impa- 
tience to explore* them was so great that he 
hardly deigned to examine their beauty very 
minutely. The key was now applied to the first 
chest, but, how jg^eat was their mortification on 
its being opened, to find that it contained noth- 
ing. The rest were opened successively, but 
all proved equally empty, save the small 
black leathern one, in which were the two 
manuscripts. 

This unpleasant discovery deprived them 
both, for some time, of the power of expressing 
their concern ; at length, as soon as she reco« 
Vered her speech, Grimhilda accused the monk 
of tempting her to the commission of a deed for 
which ishe was now so severly punished. ''I 
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might have foreseen that this would be the 
case*** cried she. in a tone of extreme bitter- 
ness, ^ Id^ot that 1 was not to attend to the war- ^ 
niDgs given to me. by my husband, who, doubt- 
less^ was well acquainted with the mysterious 
nature of the treasure, and therefore wisely for- 
bore to gratify my curiosity respecting it.*' 

^ Lady," returned the monk, ** spare these 
reproaches, which, on reflection, you must own 
that I do not merit* But I can pardon this injus- 
tice, attributing it, as I do, to your disappoint- 
ment. Reflect, however, that this is now no time 
to loiter. here. It behoves us, forthwith, to pre- 
pare for the assault which your brothers will, 
doubtless, shortly make on this castle." 

Grimhilda wasobliged to acquiesce in the pru- 
dence of these remarks, and they then quitted the 
vault with very diflTerent feelings from those with 
which,bntasborttime before, they had entered it. 

All that now remained for them to do was, 
to take vengeance, if possible, on the knights 
who had sacrificed Fradolfo to their indignation, 
and to prepare, as far as circumstances would 
permit, against any future attack. Greatly too, 
did Grimhilda fear that her brothers would 
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. now be dispoBed to take up arms against her* 
Her own subjects were by no means deficient 
in valour, yet they wanted a resolute and able 
leader to head them in battle. It was in vain 
Co apply to Rudiger for assistance, since it was 
his party who had slain her husband. Thus, 
not knowing where to seek an ally, or how best 
to rescue herself from the danger which she 
perceived to be approaching Grfmhilda gave 
herself up to despair. She determined, there-> 
fore, not to offer resistance to an enemy, but 
merely to provide for her own personal safety. 
For this purpose, she again examined the vault, 
as likely to prove the most secure place of re- 
fuge in case of danger, or, should her flight be 
traced thither or her return intercepted, she de- 
termined to die there rather than in the face of 
day. 

On reaching the vault the wretched Grim*- 
bilda found that a new misfortune awaited her. 
Of the numerous chests and caskets which bad 
contained the treasure of the Nibelungen, and 
which, of themselves, were no inconsiderable 
prize, she perceived that only a few remainedy 
and those the least valuable ones. 
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Among those that were there still, was the one 
With the manaseripts, which had been . left 
unplundered as not deserving attention, HaTing 
now nothing better to divert her mflanebolj 
reflexioqs, she began to turn over the leaves 
of these volumest and at length, after pe»- 
rusing a few pages, became so interested ^ 
their contents that she continsed to read th/^ 
whole of that and the following day, hardly 
stopping for the ptirpose of taking neeessMry 
refreshment, so intent was she upon the 
mysterions knowledge which those boohs 
disclosed. It was to no purpose that her %tr 
tendants, who had sought her here, entreated 
her to desist from reading, and to retire to 
repose. She heeded them not ; nor was it tiU 
the third day, when she was informed that the 
Burgundian army was quickly approaching, 
that she could be prevailed upon to rise frem 
her task. Instead, however, of proceeding to 
issue those orders which this emergency de- 
manded, to the great astonishment of all, she 
commanded that a bath should be instantly 
prepared. Tb^ extraordinary conduct led 

Vol. hi. q 
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many of her attendants to conclude that her 
unusual and prolonged studies, bad disor* 
dered her intellect; neyertbeleas, her request 
was complied with, and the bath prepared. 

Having bathed and. afterwards arrayed her- 
self in her most costly and splendid attire, she 
proceeded to the ramparts of the castle for the 
pnrposeof encouraging her troops to a brave 
resistance. Her presence seemed instantly to 
operate upon them most effectively ; for, aK 
though they had just before began to give 
way to the fiurgundians, they now swore to 
defend their mistress to the very lasl. Where- 
ever, too, the queen appeared, the enemy 
seemed to retreat as if struck with a sudden 
awe ; even Hagen himself, who was about to 
enter a breach forced by Jiis men, stopped atbe<- 
holding Grimhilda, and called off his followera. 
In a short time, the fiurgundians demanded 
a truce, which was readily granted them, and 
the knights were invited by the queeu to 
partake of a royal banquet. The remainder 
of the day was spent in mirth and carous* 
ing, for the Burgundians appeared now to 
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kave entirely given up all hostile intentions. 
The only aim of each knight, was, how best 
he might ingratiate himself with his royal 
entertainer, and obtain her regard. Her own 
attendants, who were themselves struck by her 
extraordinary beauty attributed it to some 
magic that she had learnt out of those mys- 
tical books. While the knights continued to 
drain repeated bowls, and, at the same time, 
to imbibe large draughts of love from her 
eyes, Grimhilda related all the events con- 
nected. with her marriage, with king Gibich's 
death, and Fradolfo's murder : not perhaps 
altogether with that rigid adherence to truth, 
that one less interested might have observed, 
yet with so much eloquence, as efiectually 
to convince her hearers, and her brothers 
among the rest, of her complete innocence. 
On her retiring to her apartment, Grimhilda 

9 

was entreated by Irnfrieda, her favourite at- 
tendant^ to inform her by what .means she 
had secured to herself such success, and whe- 
ther she was not indebted to some super* 
. natural power ? 

q2 
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*< irnfiieda/' replied the qaeen, <^for you 
I have no sec^ret9. Know then, that the two 
maniiscri(>ts which I found in the vanlt, tfad 
onfy remains of the treasofes of the Nibe-^ 
ItiDgen, are replete with the most wdndeiful 
and mysterious lot-e^ The study, which I hate 
alreitdy bestowed upon them, has beefn suffi^^ 
efent to put me in possession of one or twd 
important Secf etS'^probably the least important 
of thds^ contained in those mystic books, yet 
such as have already proved of extraordinary 
service to me, and from which 1 expect, on the 
morrow, to obtliin still more valuable assistance. 
The homage, which has this day been paid 
to my beauty, is nothing. 1 must be revenged 
•>--the treasnre of the Nibeltingen, must, if it 
stilt existe, be Restored to me^— Hagen must 
die-^Rudiger must again be at my feet, the 
slave of my charms. But go ilow to rest. 
To-morrow shall be a day of triumph, both 
for myself, and diee. In possession of the 
hoard of the Nibelungeb, and endued with 
power over spirits, and over all the elements 
of nature, be assured that Grimhilda, will not 
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foiTget the meed 4liie to tby fidelity ^o4 iittacb* 
mrat/' 

FUtleiing, j«deed« were the drefips of im- 
bounded power in which ehe now indulged* 
The iMinexpe0bed eu^ccese fii%t ske hpd jiuA 
obtained, led her to hope every thing with 
regard to xbe Ait«r^9 and to antioipal^ com- 
pete succeas in what^vei'iihe n^igjht undertake. 
XiitMe did she appreheftdi that the gpelfct 
which she had (wfkd of auob eAcacy, r^iaed 
their power for iko longer than a sij^gle day ; 
hmtf had she coBwiUed bar mirr^ir tfie follow'- 
iitg iQorning« #h# epuU w4 hut have been 
^ruck with astonisbnic^t At ihe ch^agtB* which 
tier person had fxperifucad ia the course 
0i the «iighl. Tiding8» «jog^lar as they were 
icaportaot, ieUt her no time to att^d to her 
toilette ; for, no «iooner did she ,awafce» than it 
was anBounc^d to her that her bmUiers, and 
ell their foll(OWiei:s bad departed at hreiik «^f day, 
at the same time a letter was put'iutoiier hands, 
which they iafowed her that^ they Jiad every 
Dseeoii to believe Ibey bad» on the preceding 
ev(fWBg« iMen made th^ dapaii of magi^ spejiils 
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and enchaDtment, aided by the fumes of wine ; 
and that they were now far from being con- 
vinced of her innocence, with regard to 
the death of their father. On perusing this 
letter Grimhilda was seized with the utmost 
rage. 

*''Do they think to escape my power f' 
exclaimed she. << No, if there be the least 
virtue in those mystic books, they shall soon 
feel the dire effects of my resentment. Come, 
Irafrieda," continued she to her attendant, 
** let us hasten to consult those magic oracles, 
and see what punishment they will afford us, 
with which to overtake those who dare to 
oppose me. i thought yester eve, that I should 
have occasion to employ my power only 
against those who have possessed themselves 
of the treasure of the Nibelungen,and to re- 
venge myself on Hagen and Rudiger; hut 
I now find that my brothers, also, are among 
my enemies.'^ 

So saying, accompanied by Irnfrieda, she 
descended to the vault, impatient to execute 
her threats. But, what was her astonishment 
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and horror, on perceiving that the remaining 
chests, and the books had now disappeared ! 
She now raved and wept by turns. At one 
while she denounced the most horrible impre*' 
cations against those who had thus robbed 
her of that which would have armed her with 
supernatural power : then again, conscious of 
her impotence to execute these threats, and 
aware that she was thus stripped of every 
resource, she loudly ^ bewailed . her ' unhappy 
destiny. Bitterly too, did she accuse her own 
folly, for having suffered so precious a prize 
to remain in the vault, since, had she removed 
it to her own private apartments, it had, pro^ 
bably, now been safe. • The secrets which she 
had learnt were comparatively of but little 
importance. All that she liow knew, was but 
a few spells serving to heighten her persona] 
charms, and the effect even of these was but of 
short duration ; so that she was but very 
scantily provided to sustain th^ reputation 
of an enchantress with any tolerable success. • 
All, therefore, that now remained for Grim- 
hilda to do in these desperate circumstances, 
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was io enplby Q^ Iktl^ skill that woi ytt left 
hler Io the best adirliDtlige ; u4t ifee she at 
all chficient in the kind of prudence necefl*- 
sary to aVafl liierself of it to the titaMist. It 
Is ttHei that she had little more than beauty 
at her ebSHnandy bat she was somewhat €ob»- 
forted by refleoting, IhM, evea ia the ordinary 
tourae of humaa affairs^ this is frequently sufr 
eient toat^hjeve oiiraeles: ahe helped^ therefore^ 
that it woirid proeore tor her a lever able to 
av«ofe her upon All her eneaiies ; and» aidcNi 
4gr her trutty confidante Imfrieda, and Imt 
hra less ft^eilred eoun^ellor the monk llsaq, 
4erfa€ bsjpiin to "devjse Tarious plans £or ajccom- 
friishiog^ her aeheHde* of Teageaiies and aa»- 
bition* 

M no great -distalwe from the castle of 
Womui laytfie bea«tifal Forben ^aUey^ the 
"vety ^spot whel>e Oria^ilda plucked the 4roae 
from the speakiag budi. £ioh meadows and 
luKuriaMt wdods^ Mtenniaglfed with deiAivJties 
and ^steep rocks» and watered by ^he Adda, 
preif^nted « landscape of extraordinary va- 
jnety^nd beauty. Thia was ihe place which 
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GrioibUda selected for tbV tfaeatno of her 
exploits, exerting on it all tlie power of which 
she waft poseeesed. To this e«d, she eocloeed 
it with a magic boundary, which, altbdugh 
it presented no obstacle to those who wished 
to enter, it wa« impossible to repass. With- 
in this space the whole atmosphere was irn* 
pregnated with a delicious odoar of intoixicat- 
iagqaality, which deprived those whobreaitfaed 
it of all refledionf and of all wibIi do escape,. 

*^ No seoaer was this eochoiiied garden con* 
pleted thsb Grtmhilda ix«d ker Dssidence 
thei^; both for greatisr aeourity frcni her 
en«Buefi^ and in order to roeeive die hostage 
of those* who repairing diilher, foiled Mt to 
be fascaaaled by her charms; Efcij lorer 
was, at first, graciowsly racetTsd, and his 
liopes flattered, hut each in his tuna «»s diB«- 
lailisedy foir no auttor of softcient impiNlanQe 
had hiUierto fMresented hinsself* Forenwsi; 
among those whom Grimhtida was anxldas 4e 
lead captive in her fetters were Ezzel * and Die- 

w^^— ^— ^— ^— ^» ■ I I I I II 1 1 II I m I I I1 1— — iw— — <^— « 

* The old German name of Attils. 
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tricb of Bern*) both of whom were then iii 
the tneridian of their glory. The former of these, 
had iodeedy long passed the age, when h^ 
might be supposed capable of inspiring a 
tenderpassion ; yet/ the reputation attached to 
such a conquest overcame, in Grimhilda*s es* 
timation, all other objections. 

Accident at length sent hither two strangers, 
whose arrival Grimhilda considered as exceed- 
ingly favourable to her views, although, in other 
respects, they had nothing to recommend them. 
These were the brother-in-law of Ezzel, and 
Hawart the Dane, the bosom friend of Dietrich. 
As it was her custom not to make any secret 
of the number and the names of those whom she 
held captive in this her efic^a^ted domain ; biit, 
on the contrary, pnbtjcly to affix up their titles 
on theboundanVs of this territory, as trophies of 
her victories, Grimhilda was aware that neither 
the king of the Huns, nor Dietrich would long 
remain ignorant'of the fate that had befallen 

♦ Theodorich of Verona, afterwards king^ of the 
Ostrogoths. 
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their friendB, and would therefore, notwith- 
standing the risk attached to it, be induced to 
attempt their rescue. 

In these expectations she was not disap- 
pointed. Both warriors were impatient to libe- 
rate their friends from this infatuating jeopardy; 
although they pursued different means. Dietrich 
was too caotioos to venture rashly in an attempt 
where he was aware that personal courage 
would avail him nothing. Ezzel, on the con- 
trary, not doubting bujt that every thing, even 
the power of enchantment, and sorcery must 
yield to his invincible prowess, and- flattering 
himself that even his age would prove a suffi- 
cient security against whatever allurements 
and seductions might present themselves— -pro- 
ceeded less warily. He set out towards the fatal 
valley, determined that nothing should resist 
bis entrance, and was not a little surprised tofind 
that both ingress and egress were apparently 
equally easy. Without hesitating, therefore, 
to make a moment's reflection, he advanced at 
once, and experienced the same fate as all who 
had preceded him. 
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Tbe purpose for wbkk he bad proceeded 
bjtber, and all sense of the sednctire daugera 
which might await him, were inalfindy forgotten 
as be passed the filial boandary. He was now 
sensible of nothing, but of the power of Grim- 
bilda's charms ; nor was it long before be urged 
ber tn beeome Ibe partner of bis cr^iwn, stipu- 
lating only, that she sbould forthwith, Uberale 
nil those wbom j^he iben held captiFe within 
ber enchanted garden, a condition witb wbidi 
nbe failed not to comply ; except, ns far as r^ 
garded Hawart of Denmark, wbom she bad bar 
ynriieailnr reasstts Am: deniring still ^to retain as 
bnrpdaoner. 

After tbeir flMnfage, Ezsel persuaded h^ 
oonsent to <|«it ibe Fnrbcn vntley, end go Aa 
reside with bias nt a castle wbieb be bad lately 
built, and wbieb be namnd* mAw himself, ibe 
EEaslburg. GrimhUda now ^enerted all b«rMifl^ 
caceio induce bim both to attempt teiiecofW 
lbs Bibeiangien bee«Mi,and)tolakeynngeance<ao 
ber ibrotbnrs. With rflspeet te Ibe first, £nzel 
fTOtentnd Ibnt boliad f»v^ beardspe^Jc 4>f At, 
and that he conjectured it to be a mfireidmoiwn. 
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dddibg, that he wasnow too old to be misled by 
any sacb visiooary schemes; wbile« as to the 
other subject, he declared that he was well 
pleased to find himself allied to such valorous 
and brave champions as Gundachar^ and her 
other brothers* 

Perceiving that sbe should not be able to 
prevail on him to vindicate the injurious sus- 
picions wherewith her character had been as- 
persed by her brothers^ she said : ^ Weil, my 
lord, since you deem my brothers net unworthy 
your friendship, it is my wish that a reconcilia- 
tion should take place between us all : invite, 
them, therefore, hither in token of amity, that 
all our feuds may be forg^ten/' 

Ezzel was by no means disinclined to follow 
this counsel, so he proclaimed a grand tournoy, 
to which be iovite'dthe princes of all the courts 
of Europe; and, at the same time, sent 'es^ 
pedal messengers to Gundachar and his bro- 
thers, to bid them to the festival, charging 
them say, that it was made more particularly 
for the purpose of shewing tbem honour. 
So courteous an invitation was not rejected 
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by the Bar^undian princes, who forthwith set 
out for the court of Ezzei, accompanied by 
Uagen, Danckwart, and Volker. The latter, 
indeed, entertained certain suspicions, not al- 
together favourable to Ezzel and his queen ; 
nevertheless they forbore to hint them to Gun- 
dachar, reserving all mention of them till some 
fitter opportunity. In their road thither they 
passed the castle of Rudiger, where they 
stopped, for the purpose of making a visit to 
that worthy knight. By him they were in* 
formed of many circumstances, that had not be- 
fore reached their ears, respecting the enchant- 
ments in the Forben valley, and the magic arts 
of Grimhilda. This intelligence filled the 
brothers with disquietude, and, at the same 
time, increased the suspicions of their com- 
panions. Rudiger owned, however, that Grim- 
hilda's conduct had been irreproachable since 
her marriage, and added that in order to ensure 
their safety, and provide against any secret at- 
tack that might be meditated against them, he 
himself would accompany them, with a train of 
five hundred of his followers. 
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While these events were taking place 
among the Rhetian Mountains, Grimhilda and 
her magic arts were the object of anxious solici- 
tude elsewhere. Dietrich of Bern grieved sore 
for the loss of his friend Haward, the Dane. He 
had heard that fhe spells of the Forben valley 
were now entirely at an end, and that of those 
who had been detained captive there, by the 
sorcery of Grimhilda, all had returned home: 
yet Haward was not yet restored to the eager 
arms of his friend ; neither could he devise any 
plan whereby he might reasonably hope to at- 
chieve his rescue. 

There wer^ formerly benevolent spirits as 
well as evil ones ; and it was one of their offices, 
in all cases of extraordinary doubt and diffi- 
culty, to suggest good advice and consolation 
by the means of dreams. It was doubtless one 
of these kind of beings, that visited the couch 
of Dietrich, and presented to him a vision, 
in order to admonish him how to act. 

M Friends,'' said he, on (he following morn- 
ing to his companions, *^ methought that this 
« night I beheld our brother Haward, lying 
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bound in a gloony cavern. He stretched out 
his arms towards me, as if imploring my aid, 
but a winged serpent, that appeared to watch 
his dungeon, prevented any attempt on my 
part to liberate him, for I was unarmed, Oa 
a sudden 1 perceived that I hid eleven arrows 
ia my hand : and, at the same time, I heard a 
voice exclaim to me, proceeding from a rose- 
bush. *^ Search for the twelfth arrow, for, that 
obtained, thou wilt not fail to eonqoer." 

** And didst thou find it ¥* enquired one of 
the knights. 

** After a long time, I discovered what I 
sought; yet on trying it, I perceived that it 
was not like the others, and on my fixing it (o 
my bow-string it broke into pieces." 

^ Sir knight,'* replied Hildebrand, the one who 
had before spoken, ** this is a vision that most 
not be treated slightingly. Observe well the 
advice which it suggests, and you will be cer- 
tain to prosper in your undertaking. Haward 
is still fettered by enchantments : the sorceress 
Grimhilda is the snake that watches him ; and 
you will n<^ fail to overcome her, so sooo as 
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jrou obtain deyen other knights to join with you 
in this undertaking. When Haward himself 
was here there were twelve of us, the exact 
number required by your dream. At present 
we need one to complete the mystic number; 
but we must not choose fashly or at random : 
we must be careful to select one who will be 
trusty, even as ourselves, else will he not prove 
firm like the other arrows, but break as soon 
as put to the bow, and so cause our defeat.*' 

This interpretation was highly approved by 
all who beard it; especially by Dietrich, who* 
to lose no time, immediately set out, attended 
by his ten comrades, in search of a twelfth 
companion to fill up their number. 

It was not long before they heard of the 
tourney which had been proclaimed by Kzzel ; 
and they met numbers of knights who were 
proceeding thither, yet could they not meet 
with one, who was willing to join them. Here- 
upon Dietrich began to be sorrowful, and to 
doubt greatly of the success of his under- 
taking. They had now nearly approached the 
Forben valley, when they, were accosted by 

Vol. iif.* R 
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Irnfriedi the margrave of Thuringia, who, as 
soon as he heard from Dietrich the object of 
iheir expedition, said ; — ^^'Behiod yonder rock» 
is situated a convent, among the brotherhood of 
which is one, who, although a monk, is famed 
for his valour. This must be he who is des- 
tined to become your companion. Lose no 
time, therefore, in seeking him; in his piety 
you may confide with safely." 

Thus directed, they bent their steps towards 
the conventi where they saw issuing forth from 
its gates a figure on horseback, and armed, but 
its helmet was partly concealed by a cowl, 
while a monk's frock over its armour gave it 
an appearance singularly grotesque. Instantly 
conjecturing that this could be no other than the 
monk whom they been exhorted to seek, Die* 
trich addressed him, and requested that he 
would join their troop. Ilsan, for it was he, 
readily acceeded to* this entreaty ; indeed, he re- 
joiced exceedingly at the opportunity which 
thus presented itself of furthering his schemes, 
and sent privately to Grimhilda to acquaint her 
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that Dietricht wboin she had so long sought, 
should soon be conducted into her toils. 

The queen, in the meanwhile, on the arrival 
of her brothers and the other Burgundian knights 
at her court, proposed to them that they should 
visit the Forben valley, in order to convince 
them how much the place had been slandered ; 
but in reality in hope of there being able to 
extort from them some confession as to the 
hoard of the Nibelungen, since she still sus- 
pected that they, assisted perhiaps by Hagen, 
or probably having had recourse to necromancy, 
had contrived to render themselves masters of 
this treasure. For this purpose she again bes^ 
towed on the place its former spells and power 
of enchantment. Ho sooner had they passed 
the magic boundary than they felt the influ- 
ence of that seductive atmosphere. Dietrich 
and his companions also, who shortly after 
arrived thither, conducted by the treacherous 
Ilsan, did not escape the pernicious contagion. 
Anxious as he had before been to effect the 
liberation of his friend Haward, the knight now 
even forgot that such a one existed on earth. 

r2 
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There was but otie friendly voice to warn 
them of the destruction that awaited them, and 
this was the same that bad formerly counselled 
Grimhilda to beware how she yielded to error» 
and the delusion of her own heart. The speak- 
ing bushy which had formerly addressed her,' 
had, unknown to her, escaped the destruction 
which she had intended for it, and still retained 
its power, in spite of the enchantments of the 
place. 

As Dietrich chanced to pass the bush, 
then blooming with a hundred flowers, all of 
most exquisite beauty, a gentle breeze played 
among its leaves ; and instantly a soft murmur- 
ing voice was heard to exclaim : — ^ Hasten to 
pluck the flower of virtue and prudence !" 

^ What sounds were those V* cried the 
knight, looking around him, in order to dis- 
cover whence the voice proceeded. The same 
words were repeated, and Dietrich was about 
to obey it, and pluck one of the flowers, when 
Ilsan came up to him, and, fully aware of the 
consequences should he do so, dissuaded him 
from his purpose, by his raillery. 



OF THE NIBELUNOEN. 245 

» 

On hearing the monk's advice, Hiidebrand, 
however, one of Dietriches companions, who 
was then present, was the more determined to 
disobey it; for he had never borne any g^od 
will towards him. No sooner had he plucked 
one of the roses than he seemed conscious to 
himself of the danger to which he and his com- 
rades were exposed ; and, while the rest were 
laughing and wantoning, little recking the en- 
chantment which fettered their understanding, 
he feit as if suddenly awakened from a dream. 
He resolved accordingly to be upon his giiard, 
and, jf possible, to impress his companions with 
a sense of the peril which awaited them all in 
that syren bower of voluptuous enjoyment. 

In order, as much as possible, to avert the 
obstacles that might hence arise to her schemes 
and to prevent the recurrence of a similar ac- 
cident, Grimhilda, when informed by Ilsan of 
what had happened, took such precautions as 
would prevent all future access to the en- 
chanted bush. This circumstance induced her 
too to accelerate her plans, ere they should 
be inopportunely discovered and prevented. 



246 THE HOARD 

Dietrich was already so deeply fascinated that 
there was little fear of his disobedience to 
anght that . she might oommand. Hildebrand, 
however, lost no time in pointing out to his 
friend how dangerous was their present situa- 
tion ; reminding him also of the purpose for 
which they had sought out this place, and bid- 
ding him be on bis guard against Grimhilda's 

perfidy. 

^ Deem not,'* said he, ** that this woman loves 
thee* It is her sorcery that besots thee thus; 
and causes thee to credit what is farthest from 
the truth.*' 

These and similar exhortations availed but 
little with the enamoured knight, who, blinded 
by passion, was so imprudent as to acquaint 
Grimhilda with Hildebrand's suspicions This 
served but to convince her of the necessity of 
accomplishing her views at once, - without fur- 
ther delay. For this purpose, when they next 
all assembled at their daily banquet, the queen, 
suddenly arose^ and with great vehemence ac- 
cused Hagen as the murderer of her former 
husband, Fradolfo, and taxed him also with 
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having robbed her of the hoard of the Nibe- 
lungen. . 

The former of these charges^ be did not at- 
tempt to deny, but the latter he called upon heir 
to prove. The order of the feast was now sud- 
denly marred; for the knights sided, some 
with Hagen, others with Grimhilda. But Hilde- 
brand was not presefnt at this scene of discord, 
for eager to accomplish the object which had 
brought them hither; and aware that Dietrich 
would not now be induced to undertake the exe; 
cution of it himself, he had proceeded to seek out 
the captive Haward, whom he at length disco- 
vered imprisoned within a tower in a remote 
part of the garden. This task.was not to be accom- 
plished without some difficulty : serpents guard- 
ed the entrance of this prison, and these he was 
obliged to slay before he could obtain access. 
There were, moreover, horrible gigantic forms 
armed with enormous maces, and threatening 
to ^rush at once whoever should approach ; nor 
was it altogether without apprehension, that the 
bold knight could regard these terrific shapes. On 
advancing, however, he found that his prowess 
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was not likely to be tasked beyond its migbc, 
since these monsters were only unsubstantial 
shapes created by the illusory magpie of Grini- 
hilda :-*her power could accomplish no more. 

Having restored the knight to liberty, they 
proceeded together towards the banqueting 
hally where they found that a violent scene of 
contention and bloodshed had taken place. 
Many of the knights had already fallen on both 
sides; but Grimhilda stood looking on the 
horrid spectacle with a savage joy, rather than 
with any feelings of terror. It seemed as if 
every victim that fell, afforded a terrible satis- 
faction to her souK Instead of attempting to 
appease the discord which she had created, 
she encouraged it by all her arts. No sooner, 
however, did she behold the Dane and his 
liberator enter the hall, than she uttered a 
shriek of wild terror, exclaiming that she was 
betrayed, and that her eneoues were aided by 
power superior to her own. Determined to 
make a desperate effort, she snatched up a 
weapon, intending to plunge it in Haward's 
bosom. The shield of his friend averted the 
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deadly blow; and, in another moment, Grim- 
failda herself was weltering in her blood, hairing 
received a mortal wound from the hand of 
Hildebrand* 

No sooner had the enchantress expired than 
the effect of her spells ceased. The gardens 
lost all those fascinations, which they had de- 
rived from magic alone. The sanguinary affray, 
too, as instantly ceased, for all now pereeived 
that they were contending with friends. There 
remained, however, one victim whose blood 
they hastened to shed, to appease the manes of 
their slain companions: this was Ilsan, the 
monk, whom they regarded as the accom- 
plice of Grimhilda's sorceries. 



Such was the substance of the tale, related 
by the sentinel to his companion, fie then 
proposed to the latter that they should explore 
the cavern, in the hopes of finding the hoard 
of the Nibelungen ; for it was still reported, 
by the neighbpuring peasantry, that it was to 
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that that the spectre monk paid his nightly 
Tisits. 

fie that as it may, the soldiers never re- 
vealed to any one what they met with in that 
subterraneous region ; but shortly afterwards 
quitted the service, and having left that part 
of the country, went to reside in a distant 
province, where they lived like persons of 
opulence, and their descendants became allied 
to the noblest families of the district. 



THE 



ERL-KING'S 



DAUGHTER. 



On the eastern coast of the Island of Zealand 
there formerly stood an extensive and popu- 
lous city of which nothing now remains, except 
a few scattered ruins ; but these, while they 
attest the magnitude and splendour of this 
once flourishing spot, preserve no traces of the 
name which it bore ; and, indeed, of its history, 
only one fact remains on record of which it is 
proposed, in the following pages, to offer some 
account. But as every thing which professes 
to have ^* a local habitation^' must also have ^ a 
name", we shall bestow upon it that appellation 
which the island then bore and still bears» 
and leave it to the reader's own free will to fix 
upon the precise situation of the town, when 
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he shall have compared all the minor geogra- 
phical details which the history itself contains. 

The merchants of Zealand at that time were 
the most wealthy and enterprizing of man- 
kind. The ocean paid them the tribute of 
her richeSy and their commerce extended over 
the face of the habitable globe. Among these 
Henry von Roskild surpassed all his coun- 
trymen and contemporaries in the extent of 
his mercantile transactions, in the wealth, di- 
gnity and honours acquired by a life of twenty 
years incessant application. 

Henry had an only son named Holm, who, far 
from rearing in a life of indolent expectation as 
the certain inheritor of a vast and inexhaustible 
fortune, he had early trained to all the duties of 
active employment, and instructed in every de- 
tail of his own extensive and laborious concerns. 
On a neighbouring Island, known even to the 
present day by the name of £rl-Island, and of 
which Henry had purchased the exclusive pro- 
perty, he had erected a capacious warehouse, in 
which were deposited the greater portion of his 
most costly articles of merchandize. The appro- 
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priation of this spot to sach a parpoee bad ex- 
cited sarprize among the infaabitants of Zealand ; 
for, though covered with verdure and the most 
luxuriant vegetation, not a creature had ever 
resided on it ; and it was open on every side 
to the descent of those piratical bands which, 
at that time, infested the north with constant 
and terrific visitations. 

But exposed and defenceless as it was, no 
hostile bark had been known to approach its 
shores ; no marauders were tempted to invade 
the stores committed to its custody ; the spot 
appeared to be considered as sacred ground, 
and no profane intruder was publicly known to 
trespass on it. 

Holm frequently visited it in the execution 
of his duty, and it soon became a favorite retreat* 
One day, having landed from his boat, in com- 
pany with a servant whom he had brought to 
assist him in his labour, he had scarcely ad- 
vanced a few steps from the beach when he 
found a dead body lying before him. He was 
greatly surprised at such an appearance ; for 
though he had often seen on different parts of 
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the island traces of haman footsteps and in- 
dications of human visitSy yet be had never 
personally met with a stranger, or been able to 
ascertain that any one had been seen to ap- 
proach, or retire from its shores. On nearer 
inspection, the corpse exhibited signs of violent 
death, and the youthful feelings of Holm were 
moved to pay an involuntary tribute of com- 
miseration to the remains of the murdered 
stranger, by bursting into tears. 

This mournful duty was, however, interrupted 
by a summons to perform the object for which 
he had been sent, and Holm proceeded with his 
companion to the business of the island* The 
whole day was spent in the execution of this em- 
ployment and, in the evening, as they were 
about to join their boat, the young man's thoughts 
were again recalled to the lifeless body on 
the beach. *^ What a disgrace and even cruelty,*' 
said he to his companion, ** to suffer the remains 
of a human being thus to lie corrupting in the 
sun, when the labour of a few minutes might 
commit it to its parent earth ! Let us stop and dig 
a grave for this unhappy son of mortality !'' 
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** Sir," replied the servant/' if my advice is to 
prevail I should say, let us by no means in- 
terfere with things that do not concern us ; 
the night approaches, and we have only time 
enough to regain our boat'\ Holm paid a pain* 
ful obedience to the old man's advice ; but, as 
they pushed off from the shore, he could not 
but feel desirous of knowing the cause of this 
apparently harsh injunction, and he accordingly 
enquired his companion's motives for refusing 
this last act of kindness to the departed stranger. 
** Sir/' replied the latter, ** with your youth and 
inexperience it is natural to feel a wish of confer-^ 
ing benefits without looking to consequences. 
-—I am far from begrudging a handfull inearth, 
the last sad portion of us all, to any of my fel- 
low men, but there was something too suspicious 
in the appearance of that body to make me feel 
a desire of having any thing to do with it. For, 
though you perhaps are ignorant of it, there is 
a race of spirits who dwell around us ; who 
wear the same external form as we do, and who 
can only be distinguished from us by a few mys- 
terious marks. But they are only our half bre« 
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thren, Tbey are inBnifely more powerful tban 
we are, and, for the most part » of an evil dispo* 
sition : and, among the peculiarities which mark 
their character this is one, that, like ourselves 
they are subject to the same power of death, but 
if their lifeless remains shall be committed to 
the earth, or plunged to the bottom of the sea 
previous to the usual inroads of corruption, 
they then become reanimated, and renew their 
former course, which may last for many centu- 
ries. Whether this body belongs to the class of 
beings 1 have described is more than I can tell. 
My only object has been to prevent you from 
interfering with it; lest you might meet the 
same fate that befell the fisherman/' 

Holm enquired wh^t had been the fisherman's 
lot, and received in answer a^ tale something 
similar to the Arabian story of a spirit, who 
requited with reproaches and threats his de- 
livrer from the brazen kettle. 

Holm had either heard this story, as often 
as most of our readers, or was, on the whole 
perhaps, no friend to such narratives. It is 
very clear he paid no attention to it, and even 
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•ciDMnied tbeviiiACftl it inculcates : tbat we are to 
abstain fran doing good to; those with whom 
we are not iicquainted lest we meet with an 
ungrateful re tarn. 

.By whatever motive he was actuated^ 
whether a desire of exercising the common 
duties , of humanity, curiosity, or that youthful 
stnbboroess of spirit which is ever incliped to 
indulge in what is forbidden, he now resolved 
to return to the island at the tttut opportunity, 
and to bei^ow up&n the body, which had so 
strongly excited his commiseration, the only 
kittdneils in his poweiv«-the rites of interment* 

The following day. enabled him to gratify 
his widbes. He pretended business on the island, 
and his usual companion being defained by 
sudden indisposition, he proceeded albne. The 
necessary implements were laid in ihe boat, 
and, as he was unable to raise a more costly 
monument to the memory of the departed, a 
small rose tree was also deposited there, to be 
planted upon the grave of the unfortnnate slain. 

He reached the opposite shore amid a vaMety 
of conflicting feelings, but the awful solitude of 

Vol, III, s 
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the •pot whieb, in many an other, would have 
excited dreadi only filled him with a more 
aerioiia and eolemn conviction of the doty he 
was abont to undertake ; and beii^ of an age 
when all oar labours are made a source of en- 
joyroent^ which teaches us to discover flowe* 
rets amid the gloom of a sepulchral waste^ these 
feelings were connected with some sensations- 
of pleasure. 

It was no light task our youthful adventurer 
had imposed upon himself. ' He had but just 
entered his thirteenth year ; his arm was still- 
feeble and moreover unpracticed in such labour; 
but still the difficult labour was at length 
brought to an end. Beneath the shade of a 
lofty group^ of those sacred trees from whom 
this island received its name^the body was laid 
to repose, and the friendly agent which had 
consigned it thither now departed, bestowing 
that valedictory blessing which every nation 
has connected to its own use in its own dialect : 
Sit tibi terra tevis! This pious wish might, 
here be literally fulfilled, for the earth which co- 
vered the body was scarcely two feet deep ; the 
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javeDile strength of Holm had been too early 
exhausted to give the grave its proper depth. 

The young man had now completed this 
project of an infantile fancy, or perhaps of av 
benevolent disposition, and having returned 
home, he thought no more of the affair* On' 
the third night, however, it was manifested that 
the obligation had not been forgotten by the 
party upon whom it was conferred. Holm lay 
sleeping on his bed when he found himself 
roused by a hand gently moving him. He- 
started up and perceivjsd before him a figure 
not wholly unknown, though his imagination 
was unable, at that moment, to fix its identity. 
A momentary terror seized him which soon 
subsided into more agreeable sensations. 

^ Oh thou," exclaimed the phantom, in a tone 
of solemn thankfulness^ ** who with a few light 
sods of earth hast shewn me a kindness for 
which even kingdoms would be but an inade* 
quate compensation, how shall 1 reward thee V* 
What can reward the youth still hanging on 
theborders of childhood*s years, who knows no 
enjoyment in his yet untutored mind, except 
the delight occasioned by agreeable visions f 

s2 
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^ Take that which done can eachant Chee 
D0W9 and rely upon better things hereafter. Fail 
not to Yiisit ErI-lsland by night at the Ml of 
the moon, dnd gaze iipon the moat lieaatiful 
sight thy eyes ever beheld." 

Holm was too thotightless to pay much atten- 
tion to this dream, and might even have forgot^ 
ten it, or refused obedience to its command* 
had not chance contributed to force it upon his 
recollection. 

At that time the fisheries on the coast of Zea- 
land formed a most important source of wealth 
to its inhabitants. Both rich and poor, reaped 
their harvest from the liberality of the ocean, 
which, at certain periods of the year, was 
brought them from the distant north. But that 
which served the needy as the season of 
truing their scanty unnual pittance, was ap- 
propriated by the wealthy to joy and public 
festivity* 

Many of the latter had country-houses si- 
tuated beside the sea, where, on such dccasions, 
they assembled their numerous friends and 
dependants, and having ispent the day in the 
common amusements of the age, the night was 



devoted to securing the bounty of tb^ o<{eaot^ 
which was observed; to reach itfil acme towardf 
th^. full of the inoon« 

Holm's father, Henry yon Roskildy who was 
foremost in every thing cotoneoted with\i;ed& 
and. display, also distiugjuished himself at these 
seasons ; and the fi^sti val of the fiishery was ce- 
lebilated by him with a splendour which was 
se0u in his house alone* The happy timfe 
being arrived, he prepared a feast, which migUt 
have rivaled the magnificence of a royal houses 
hold) little thinking that this' day was tb de- 
ptive him of that which he held deare^st on 
^arth* fiul it stood written in the book of 
fate : that when Henry's son Holm, should se6 
for the thirteenth time, the ocean co,yered with 
the silver tribes of the north, a watery, grave 
must be his lot; unless some supernatural 
pblver should check the wheel of destiny, and 
reserve for mortal existence, the prisee wh^ch 
the immortal powers wonld gladly transplant 
to their dwn sphere. 

With tdl the fire 6f youth which seizes on 
0Yery pl^asnre with < avidity, and lauj^hs at 
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danger, where a prospect of two-fold enjoyment 
presents itself, Holm had Tentared on the 
night of the festive scene, a considerable dis* 
tance from the shore, and gave np his boat to 
the guidance of the breeze, which wafted 
him still farther from home. While the occu- 
pants of the boats behind him and the guests 
in his father's hall, were emptying the golden 
bowl to the prosperity of their host and his 
house, a sudden squall of wind from the un- 
clouded sky, seized the boat which contained 
the hopes of that noble house, and rapidly bore 
it beyond the sight of Holm's companions. His 
absence was unperceived, and his slender bark 
had long been n prey to the conflicting wayes 
before any enquiry arose, as to the fortune of 
the adventurous navigator. 

Holm must have shared the lot of his boat, 
and would have sunk in the unfathonable 
abyss of the waters, had not some superhu- 
man power interfered in his behalf, and, mind- 
ful of former benefactions, delivered him from 
the pressing peril. The young mariner had 
scarcely touched the surface of the water* 
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wben he felt hidaself gently raised upon tti^ 
wings of the breeze, and borne to dn adjoining 
shore, which, though in the Snt moments of 
surprize, was totally unknown to him, he scion 
perceived to be ErI-Island. 
. As his alarm and agitation subsided, he- 
found himself near the tomb, which, a few 
months before, he had prepared for the (stran- 
ger; and the rose tree which had been che- 
rished by unearthly bands, was already in 
blossom, and offered the welcome tribute of 
its fragrance to its origrnal planter. But,^ grate- 
ful and reviving as was the odour which sur- 
rounded him, it was nothing to the raptures 
which seized upon his senses as he cast hiis 
eyes around, and beheld things which no mor- 
tal ever yet gazed upon, who is a stranger to 
Fairy*Iand. 

The whole island floated in a sea of won- 
derous light* It was not the light of the moon 
alone which thus iMumined the spot, and 
whose rays assumed a brighter and more sil- 
very tint than usual : but myriads of luminous 
insects were seen wandering over bush and 
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fl«ld, ai|d clotliing^ every leaf abd' Bhrab wiih 
a strieafD of gentle effiilgedce. Holm stood 
for a while lost in dontemplation. But, if the 
light itself, Miiicb ehone apoh this encbantitlg 
spot, were so attractive, what can be said of 
the objects which itiored within it. The en- 
tire country round was peopled with gliding 
forms, and aerial beings were seen to float to 
and iro in rapid succession. The whole youth* 
fill host of heaven seemed here colljected for 
mirth and recreation; a soft melodious sound 
was beard, moire like the bustling of insects* 
wings in regular harmony than any earthly 
music, to whose tones the delighted band trode^ 
through the mazy dance, and, at . intervals^ 
retired in ever varying groupbs, to wander 
through the ' groves and alleys of £rK It 
was one of those scenes on which the eye 
of the fortunate spectator can never satiate 
Its desire of gazing; which the memory may 
indeed preserve, but which the tongue strug- 
gles in vain to describe ; for how can mortal 
tongue tmfold the marvels of superhuman 
tfafflg^. 
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HohB liad never before fell the exstams^ 

which at tbk momeiit, pervaded bis boaoni. At 

lengtttytbe magic baDdcoUectediogetberintaone 

brilliadt groupe ; Holm's recoUectioit left bim^ 

and he fell aiEtleepr As be awoke, the sun dione 

m bis face; be fOse» wtd walked towards the-. 

beacby reflecting on the diance which bad 

brooght him thither, on the alaim and anxious 

distress in whicb bis father must be plunged, 

en the impossibilitj ot findii^ snhststeace on 

this uncultivated island; and^ notwithstanding 

the indescribable pleasure he bad enjoyed on 

the preceeding night, heartily wished himself 

back again in bis own family circle, whose 

grief, at his supposed loss, be felt, must be 

overwbekmng. This wish however, was perfectly 

fruitless* He was obliged' to remain three 

days before any hopes of delivery presented 

itself. During this time he supported life by 

eating the fruit of a tree, which, in all bis^^bm 

mer peregrinations tliroogb the island, had 

escaped bis notice ; and at night bis eyes wens 

gratified with the . re-appearance of the same 

heavenly toitms wbicb stood before him on his 
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first arri?ah Oa the second night, howevert 
they were far less brilliant than the first, and 
on the third, they were hardly distingnishable; 
for the moon was no longer full, and the de- 
creasing size of this resplendent planet, seemed 
not only to abstract from the brightness of 
those unearthly figures, but to change their 
very nature, and they became little better than 
indistinct shadows ; so that Holm grew wearied 
with watching their movements, and began to 
feel the solitude of the island in all its force* 

In the mean time Henry von Roskild la- 
mented over the loss of his son. The day after 
the festival had made him acquainted with the 
sad event. Amid the joyful recreations of the 
evening, Holm had not been missed ; but the 
discovery of his absence led to an investigar 
tion, which only ended in an almost certain 
conviction that he was gone for ever. The 
fragments of his boat were found upon the 
beach, whither they had been cast by the sea, 
and it required little int^enuity to devine the <\ 
fate of their youthful owner. 

But it is long ere the mind becomes recon- 
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ciled to the inapombflity of tmiorenng a costly 
treasure suddenly snatcbed away fVom us ; we 
search and enquire with restless activity, al- 
though reason constantly obtrudes upon us 
the unwelcome truth, that all research is folly ; 
we at least desire to be held up for a few short 
momeAts by hope ere we sink, at once and for 
oyer, into the depths of despondency and des- 
pair. Such was the case here. Holm's father 
felt all the improbability of recovering hia 
son, although his wishes gave a denial to this 
conviction. There was a possibility that he 
might have been stranded upon one of the 
neighbouring islands ; every boat was put in 
requisition for the purpose of making the 
strictest search ; and it is a little extraordinary 
that ErMsland should be the last spot visited, 
where the lonely youth was now spending his 
fourth day. 

The son was now brought back to the arms 
of his disconsolate father. The joy of their 
meeting maybe better conceived than des- 
cribed. From this day forward Holm became 
silent and contemplative. H6 made no com- 
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muDieation of the Timoii he bad seen upon tbe 
bland) bat it constantly recurred to his memory. 
Id comparison with the splendour and brilliant 
tints which he had there seen, every things 
around him appeared to be but common-plaoe 
and insipid. His eyes longed for a renewal 
of their former bliss; he stood both day and 
night gazipg upon the islandt-<«-he even found 
means to spend a night there, but he saw 
nothing; till dwelling upon this extraordinary 
scene and every tbijpg connected with it, his 
former dream recurred to his recollection, and 
he then vemenjbered tbe charge at that time 
given him, of visking the island only on the 
night of the fuH moon. 

Having connected this with the period when 
he was so miraculoosly conducted thither, he 
resolved to await the first opportunity; smd, as 
soon as the moon had attained the fullness of 
her orb, a boat lay ready in a retired bay, and 
Holm pulled across in secret to his enchanted 
island. His expectation was not disappointed ; 
for he passed tbe night 'in gaoing upon the 
same objects wBich had previously enraptured 
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htniy which now seemed the only scene on 
earth worth beholding, and which, as the 
morning dawned/ he unwillingly quitted to re- 
turn home. « 

He would gladly liave 'renewed his yfaiit on 
the succeeding night ; btlt he knew that the 
beaoty of the spectade diminished with every 
change of the moon's phase ; he feared his re- 
peated absence might excite suspicion and en- 
qntry» and he resottred to husband his enjoy- 
ment by stealing across only once a month. 

This plan was pursued for a whole year; arid^ 
who Can describe his grief when a clouded sky, 
stormy weather, dose observation, or any other 
impedimetit deprived'bim of his wonted hap- 
piness. 

Young, as he was, he conld only tbink on 
the pleasure which, in these years, we all derive 
from looking'upon agreeable colours or graceful 
forms ; it never oceurred to him that there might 
be other soorees of gratificatioumsucb scenes^ 
besides the mere contemplation of them; arid 
if occasionally, as these aerial images passed 
before him in the dance, the idea struck his 
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miDd, that there nast be delight in mingliDg in. 
their festive circle, a gentle tremor always held 
him back, and he remained tranquil under his 
roae-bush beside the grave, and which stiil eon*, 
tinned his favourite spot of observation* 

After a time Henry von Roskild found his 
son to be a mere visionary, who, with increas*. 
ing years, fulfilled little of that ejipectation, 
which his lively, ardent disposition in child- 
hood had promised. Scarcely a single day in 
the whole month exhibited a trace of his former 
buoyant spirits ; his activity and diligence, of 
which such striking marks had been given in 
earlier times, had yielded to a gloomy, indo^ 
lent carriage, with which his father was ex- 
tremely displeased. It was only in the busi^ 
ness of the island that he exhibited any por- 
tion of his former zeal. This spot he always 
resorted to with evident satisfaction, though sure 
of not meeting with the only sight for which 
existence gave him any pleasure; but he was 
at least upon the theatre of those glorious 
scenes which were celebrated upon every re- 
turn of the moon to her plenitude. In this 
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mfinDer he would have mused his whole life 
through, had he not been forcibly withdrawn 
from the spot which thus crippled his energies. 

At the instigation of bis friends, Holn/s 
father resolved upon removing him from Zea- 
land, where every object seemed to afford en« 
couragement to his indolence and visionary 
speculations. He sent him to Roskild, Henry's 
native place, which, at that, time, was con- 
sidered the first commercial city in the north, 
and even maintained a superiority over Zea- 
land itself. King Harold Blaatand, who then 
swayed the sceptre of Norway, regarded it as 
tbe brightest ornament in his diadem, and had 
contributed very considerably towards increas- 
ing its splendour. He resided there for the 
greatest part of the year, an^cl on the ruins of 
an ancient castle, which king Rae was said to 
have inhabited, had built a most magnificent 
palace, whose equal might have been sought 
for in vain, in the then habitable globe. 

Henry's expectation from the influence of a 
change of place were not deceived. Holm 
grieved for a time over his separation from the 
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•enchanted island ; he then sought to distract: bis 
thoughts by other amusements, and other ob- 
jects of less brilliant but more natural attrac- 
tion ; and, at length, found a temporary substi- 
tute in the diversions of Harold's splendid 
court, and the calls of his father's extensive 
concerns. 

The latter he now pursued with unremitting 
attention, though he felt no pleasure in the oc- 
cupation. This continual chace after profit and 
commercial gain appeared an object beneath 
his aim ; his bosom panted for higher and more 
honourable employment. The name of hero, 
warrior, a nation's deliverer or benefactor were 
.titles which he now aspired to, and an early 
.opportunity of gratifying his desires was not 
denied him. * 

The coast of Zealand at that time was very 
much infested by pirates. Holm's father bad suf- 
fered considerably during some of t^eir incur- 
sions, and a desire of avenging a parent's 
wrongs now fired the young roan's bosom. His 
wishes were expressed with so much earnest- 
ness that Henry became transported with joy on 
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Seeing his mm*n former love of activp pursuits 
r^rivef and directed to a course which promised 
to be productive of wealth; He not only cou' 
settled to gratify his request, but fitted out a 
ship, in which no expense was spared tp^ render 
it equal to the service in which it was to be 
^emplayed. 

Holm had no^ reached his eighteenth year^ 
his manly stature and daring courage bespofce 
the warrior born to command, and his early edu- 
cation lit home, and frequent vpyages to the ad- 
jacent coast while at Roskild, had fitted him 
lor the duties of a seaipap. His first adveq- 
ture against the pirates saw him return laden 
with booty ; his second gained a victpry, whose 
influence was acknowledged in the immediate 
security of his country's commerce. Shortly 
after this, several vessels united in ap expedi- 
tion against the principal port frequented by 
the pirates; the command of the combined 
squadron was conferred upon HoJm» and the 
attack was conducted with so much skill, the 
contest maintained with such daring resolu- 
tion, and the fruits of the victory so far surpass* 
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ing all former naval engagements, that the 
fame of the youthful leader extended to the 
remotest regions of the north. 

Success now followed upon success; Holm's 
thirst of fame became insatiate; his only joy 
was in the^din of arms, and he might thus have 
consumed his whole life amid the tumult of 
battle, had not fate conspired, by a single blow, 
to change his whole career, and check him in 
his path of glory. 

The inhabitants of Greenland on that day 
spread the same terrors over the northern 
waters that the Algerines now excite in the 
southern seas. With one of these vessels, 
lifter a long and tedious search. Holm at length 
fell in; the fight was obstinately maintained on 
both sides ; the victory, which declared itself 
for the Zealanders, was dearly purchased, but 
the booty promised an ample renumeration* 
On inspecting the spoil with a view to the cus- 
tomary distribution among his followers^ Holm 
found his principal treasure to consist in 
what few men are disposed to bestow upon 
others, without some regard to their own 
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claim. Two youtbfal female slaves were 
brought before the victor, to whom, on ano- 
ther occasion, he might instantly have granted 
their liberty, with permission to chuse the spot 
where they would land, but for some reason 
they were ordered to remain as captives, not- 
withstanding their request of dismissal. There 
was, however, something in the manner in which 
this request was preferred by the fairest of the 
two, which seemed to imply, that such a wish 
had only been cordially felt the first time it was 
urged, and that the second and all subsequent 
repetitions of it were only made for the sake of 
decorum. 

On the fourth day after the victory, while 
Holm and his beautiful captive were sitting 
watching the blue expanse of the water, he 
turned to her, and said : — **Edda," for such was 
her name, ^* if you conceive yourself in bonds 
of my imposing, you are deceived ; from this 
hour you are as free as the breeze which pUys ck- 
around us. Name the happy land which gave 
you birth, and my sails shall instantly be di- 
rected to it, although it should lie in the azure 
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sea, which washes the shores of the south. 
But when you are returned to those who love 
you, to those who share your affections, when 
these eyes no longer behold you, what will be- 
come of me^ Only tell me who you are, who 
thus could gain my heart at what appears a 
first interyiew. Who thus could exercise a 
power over my soul,' which assures me we do 
not meet for the finst time, that' we have seen 
each other before." 

Edda made' no reply to this address, except 
by calling up the tears to her large blue eyes ; 
but seeing this ambiguous answer only per- 
plexed her lover, she said:— ** Whether we have 
met before, or whether 1 see you now for the first 
time, is more than I can venture to assert ; but 
I will frankly own to you, my captivity has 
been a pleasing bond, that our separation will 
cost me pain, ^ay more, I would * willingly 
prolong my stay, if I knew this could be done 
consistently with things, of which 1 have a 
knowledge, though you have none. But who 
will win my thanks by solving these doubts!" 

** Your doubts," rejoined Holm, ** might be 
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jspeedfly removed. Without questioii tbey 
only rest upon tbe very natural fear of iucjar- 
iog a parent's duspleasure at thus becoming^ 
mine without permisifuon. Let us hasten to . 
your homey*— Holm of Zealand need not fear 
a refusal from the most distinguished of Scan- 
dinavia's princes." 

'* Oh ! no» no/' exclaimed the damsel, ** will 
you thus coldly deliver me up to a power from 
whom you can never retrieve me ?" 

Holm interpreted this into an unconditional 
assenty and the ceremonies of those times being 
widely different from the present, the nuptials 
were instantly celebrated. Holm led his blush- 
ing bride to the prow of the ship, itndt in the 
face of heaven and the fading glory of the 
setting sun, noW sinking into the western main, 
swore eternal fidelity to his Edda. Thulisy the 
bride's companion, and Holm'sr faithful fal>- 
lowers were tbe witnesses of tbe cbmp^ct, ti|e 
former mwntaining a serious and silent ex* 
pression of regret, while the latter, filled the 
air wiA loud acelanuiitions lo the happiness 
of tl|e newly^marjried pair.- 
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^ Ob ! Edda, what have you done f ' said 
Thulis to her friend, the first moment which 
found them alone. **1b this a connexion wor- 
thy of your illustrious descent ? and how will 
you be able to justify the deed to that severe 
and scrupulous judge, so 'well known .to us 
both, and who must eventually learn the factf* 

^ Hush I hush," exclaimed Edda, ** 1 implore 
you ; lest some wandering spirit catch the 
sound, and bear him the tidings of an event 
which he cannot learn too late: ^hat love has 
done, love must teach me to defend." 

<*Oh Edda !" rejoined her companion, ** you 
who aspired so high, who might have chosen 
between the thrones of Scandinavia or Mona's 
sacred isles, to what are you reduced ?" 

It was not envy that roused the fair stranger 
to this remonstrance with her friend, but a sin- 
cere attachment to her welfare and interest. 
A further discussion only produced a unity of 
opinion, as to the merits of the youthful war- 
rior, with whom Edda had connected her 
destinies, and the generous Thulis resolved 
to share the fortunes of her friend, by re- 
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maining with her through every chance of weal 
or woe. 

Holm knew nothing of what was passing in 
the councils of the females* and if any part of it 
had met his ear, he would have found it quite 
as enigmatical andinexplicable as we are forced 
to leave it for the present. He felt all the joy 
of possessing in his newly acquired bride, the 
most beautiful and attractive form his eyes had 
ever beheld, without a single drawback on his 
happiness, and though his bark had borne him 
far from the coast of Zealand, though impeded- 
by storms, in .one of which, the whole booty of 
the cruize was thrown overboard; yet the hours 
passed rapidly on, and his present voyage 
seemed scarcely of longer duration than one of 
his former excursions to Erl Island. 

The recollection of this spot now incessantly 
reverted to his imagination* What had for* 
merly floated before his juvenile mind, in ob- 
scure and in distinct imagery, appeared to be 
realized, and brought home to him in the pre- 
sence of his Edda. How his lovely bride and 
ibis enchanted island could be connected, was 
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a mystery, upon which he nerer allowed him* 
self lo reason, but his imagination willingly 
united them as two kindred sobjects, whose 
influence o^er bis soul, seemed to spring from 
a similar nource, and whose sway was equally 
extensive atid irresistible. It might be, that 
Edda inclined a more willing ear to all be said 
relative to this enchanting spot, than any one 
else had deigned to vouchsafe; for all his 
previous hints on the subject, had only been 
met with scorn and derision by his companions, 
* as the fancied of a disordered brain ; but Eddiai 
eagerly listened to his recital, and entered into 
all his enthusiastic admiration, and love of the 
sacred island. 

The marriage contract between Holm* and 
Edda had lieen coupled with few stipulations. 
There was, however, one which the bride had 
proposed on the day of their marriage, with a 
solemnity of manner, atid utged with an earnest- 
ness of persuasion,, that however disagreeable 
to her admiring bVidegrobiB', could not be re-- 
fused to her supplications. ** The day,*' said she, 
** which first saw me condemned to slavery, and 
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Prom which you have resetted me^ will be an ever 

memorable aerain the story of my lifc. I have, 

therefore, resolved to observe it by devoting 

myself iaimiing and prayer^ the eight and 

Iwenitieth day pf^ very moon. Four and twenty 

hours before and as many aftep t his^ period, 1 must 

•A, 
remain invisible to you ; I shall sei^ret^myseif ia 

my chamber, and will put your Ifwe to tbe test, 
by enjoining that you make no attspipt to dis- 
turb my solitude/' This singular' stipulation, 
Holm had consented to, though (t threatened to 
deprive him of ]^da'« society,. nearly a twelfth 
part of the whole year* 

Their confinement at length drew to a close, 
and Holm perceived the dusky cliJBTs of his 
native shores. . During the voyage^ he had as- 
sured his wife of the attachment borne hini by 
his countrymen, of his father's tender regard 
for him, and the consequent; warm: reception 
-which she might; e<xpect from i^ach. 

In the first of these he was not wholly dis- 
appointed. The news' of bis arrival after se 
long an absence, brought n tnultitude t6 the 
beach, to bait his Vetiiin^ and ta inspect the 
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booty, which in all hia previous craizes, had 
been the reward of his enterprize, and who 
came not withoat a hope of sharing^ that libe- 
rality for which the youthfal commander was so 
distinguished, fiut, when they learned the 
true state of the case, when they saw his dis- 
mantled ship, which had suffered much from 
storms, when they heard the whole of the 
booty acquired, had been thrown overboard 
to lighten the vessel, and save the lives of the 
crew ; their joy became quickly modified, their 
tumultuous approbation wholly subsided, and 
instead of attending as on former occasions, their 
gallant defender to his father's house, they 
permitted him to seek his paternal dwelling 
alone, and only accompanied by his Edda and 
her companion Thulis. 

If Holm's reception by the people was cold 
and disheartening, his father's conduct was infi* 
nitely more surprising and painful. He first 
complained that the successful hero of former 
voyages, had brought home nothing^ and then 
heightened the keenness of the reproach, by 
declaring he had brought too much. It was in 
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Tain that the youngs man dwelt upon liie charms 
and accomplishments of bis bride. The ava- 
ricious heart of Henry was deaf to such repre- 
sentations. He only regarded the poverty of 
array in which she had arrived, which had been 
heightened by the length of the voyage, and her 
previous captivity ; and was wholly insensible 
to personal beauty, when cloathed in m^an 
attire. Holm's declaration to his mistress when 
preferring his love, that be need fear no re- 
fusal from the most distinguished of Scandi- 
navia's princes, was a truth doubly felt by 
Henry von Koskild : and this son on whom he 
had founded every hope of aggrandizing his 
house, had now cast himself away upon a slave 
and a beggar. 

These were the names Henry bestowed upon 
the lovely Edda, when alone with his son. 
Courtesy forbade a repetition of -them in her 
presence, and, in addition to this, there was a 
dignity of deportment in the fair stranger 
which inspired a restraint upon his feelings, 
and excited awe in his breast, though no at- 
tachment. 

Holm was exceedingly grieved at thus in 
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curriDg his father's djspleosurei but no (en- 
treaties could prevail upon btm to abandon bis 
£d,da. To ber tbis cold reception, and con- 
tinued indifierence, was a source of painful 
regfret, but she concealed ber feelings from ber 
husband. A small house on the sea shore was 
now allotted them, where they retired to coo- 
duct their household on those principles of 
economy, which their circumstahci^s required. 
Edda permitted nothing to come iiiniss, she 
resigned herself with admirable patience, to 
this sad change in ber fortune, and bore all 
her privations with exemplary fortitude. Tbulis 
wept in the retirement of her own apartment, 
but forbore to oppress her friend by reproaches. 
Holm alone remained full of hope, and with 
undaunted firmness. ** Mv circumstances, " 
said he to himself, ** must change. My father 
cannot continue thus displeased with me for 
ever ; a single enterprize at sea may retrieve 
my fortunes, and while .1 relieve my Edda 
from the poverty which now besets her, I nlay 
recover the affection of my fellow-comtrymen ; 
and the attachment of my father." 
These expectations, however^ were notful- 
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filled. It is trae, he collected the remains of 
hid shattered fdrtunes, to fit out* his vessel, he 
proceeded to sea, aud was engaged in several 
affairs with the pirates, bat he always returned 
the vanquished party, and booty was of course, 
ont of the question. 

Love and esteem are the never failing at* 
tendants of success ; the latter had wholly 
abandoned faitn, and it was brut in obedience to 
the natural coarse of evenfts, that the former had 
also quitted him. The people looked with in- 
difference on the necessities of their former 
preserver; and the' heart of Henry seemed 
daily to grow nipre obdurate; Neither the suf* 
ferings of Holm, the beauty of Edda, or the 
smileis of a grandson, which she now placed in 
his arms, could excite feelings of affection in 
a bosom which appeared to thirst alone for 
wealth and grandeur. . . 

During theise times of distress arid privation^ 
Edda was allowed to pliss her days of prayer 
and fasting without censure- and without op» 
position. Holm willingly granted her the un- 
inlerropted occupation of her chamber, that 
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be too ID his own might have the free inddl- 
gence of his sorrows, which in her presence he 
felt compelled to restrain. 

The obdarate father now chose to make the 
sufferings of his son a means of exacting con- 
sent to those plans which his own ambition 
had framed. A band of spies was placed round 
the humble roof of Holm, whose duty consisted 
in reporting every thing that transpired be- 
neath it. The periodical observances of Edda 
"were now made the ground work of open ca- 
lumny. ^ Why does Holm,'' said one of these 
lurking wretches, under the mask of friendship, 
'< why does Holm endure the yoke of poverty, 
and a father's just indignation, for a woman 
wholly unworthy of the sacrifice f Who is Edda, 
that her husband should call down on himself 
inevitable misery and ruin, merely to preserve 
her lovef Has she ever communicated to him 
the story of her birth and parentage ? Can he 
boast of the smallest token of confidence from 
this practised dissembler? What is her occupa- 
tion during those days and nights of secret 
retirement ? She fasts and prays ? A mere idle 
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Story ! Let Ifoim bat once obtrude upon her 
solitude and be will discover anothej* kind of 
tale." 

It is impossible to say how far these prac- 
tices with time and constant repetition might 
faa^e gained upon the young man's better judg- 
ment ; he might have fallen into the insidious 
snare, had not a friendly hand warded off the 
evil. 

The faithful Thulis perceived the gathering 
storm and informed her friend of it. ** Edda/' 
said she, ** some evil genius is at work to se- 
parate you and your husband for ever. I know 
you cannot, I know you dare not ^pardon any 
attempt to fathom your secret, and yet he has 
already stretched forth his hand to remove the 
sacred veil that covers it I avoid his pre- 
sence on account of the strange enquiries with 
which he always meets me. These daring 
questions will be followed by deeds of equal 
boldness, unless your ingenuity supply some 
means of averting them." 

Edda became lost in thought. — *' Well !" she 
exclaimed, after a considerable pause, *^ let 
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the die be cast^ while 1 have «o long* struggled 
to retard. It ie better to solve the mystery at 
a time when Holm is still worthy of deriFihg 
advantage from fta knowledge; it is better to 
close the evil conditioft in which we' are, ere 
pur mutual patience be exhausted,, than to 
delay it a moment longer. I feel indeed 
courage within me, on Holm*s account to endure 
for many years all, and eren more, than has 
hitherto befallen us : I even triumph in the 
consciousness of the sacrifices 1. hereby make; 
but has he^ resolution and strength- to-^ndure 
equally with me ? And whurt have you done, 
my beloved Thulis, to deserve this long parti«- 
cipatioD in my misery ?'*' 

A discussion now arose as to the best mode of 
i^airytng their iatentioBs into eflfect;.but upon 
which they found some difficulty of agreement, 
when Holm, the following morning, made a pro- 
posal that rendered further proceedings un- 
necessary. 

This truly kind and devoted husband, who 
was far from xsommitting the breach of his 
nuptial promise, the prudent feans of Thalisbad 
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imagined, thas addressed his wife :-*•<< Edda,'' 
said he, ** I can no longer support the thought 
of knowing you thus poor and wretched ; these 
arms must change your destiny, if we cannot 
succeed in the way most natural to our wishes, 
some other ought to be attempted. I have 
formed a plan, which, in a few days, I shall 
proceed to sea for the purpose of putting in 
execution." 

** What !" said Edda, in a tone bordering on 
pointed raillery ; ** can Holm resolve to leave 
his wife, her own inistress fofweeks and months, 
of whose virtue he is hardly assured when 
locked !n a solitary chamber f*' 

^ Listen to my intentions," rejoined Holm 
who either understood her not, or resolved 
not to understand her. *<AII I possess, ex- 
cept you, is yonder bark : my poverty prevents 
me from equipping her with either arms or 
men, suiBcieht to renew my former expeditions 
against the pirates, and, in addition to this, my 
evil star is against me in such undertakings. My 
present resolve is, to enter into the service of 
some powerful sovereign. The name of Holm of 
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Zealand is -sufficiently notoribos' to* eitodre me 
a favourable' receptioii and liberal- pajpt Ibis 
will be enough for oar presebt wants $ for the 
future, mj sword must ba my saft^ttord ; tb# 
powers abore will one dayr^ard me with -a 
more fevoarable dispositibn/ and endow my 
arm with its ancient power. Pray for me^ 
thou pious supplicant, pray, darings n^ absence, 
that thy Holm may again become the terror of 
bis country's foes/* 

Edda was moFcd to tears by this address; 
how could she entertain 'against such a man 
either suspicion or anger? Was not every 
word he uttered a denial of her alarms f 

'* My dearest husband," she < replied, while 
her lovely countenance resumed all its wonted 
expression of affection, ** may your Edda ven- 
ture to enquire what sovereigin is .fo be so for« 
tunate as to retain in hisls^rvice Hphnof Zea-» 
land? Not the King pf Scandinavia? Ofa avoid 
the sanguinary warrior's court who reBerv:es 
to himself the ihoaour, fanbe, aad speil of 
war, and awards his followers only- scars «nd 
death.'* 
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^< And to whom obe shouM my aid be pro- 
ferred?'' emiiiired- Holm-; -^Ike king of the 
northerti realoui ha»«urely the fiiit claim lipoD 
my sendees/' 

^ There are other 'northern princes, my 
dearest husband; bare you not heard of the 
venerable King ^of Thnl^, a prince of .infinite 
wisdom,' fialoitr, and generosity; worthy to fill 
the proud^l throne on earth;- bnt^who.yet re*' 
maios contented with theragged batten moiril- 
tains of his native soil*" . 
.. Holm was 8urprizM.^at the ittaHnth '?«ith 
which his. wife ^pgiiket of thje distaiii; •pfitioe^ 
whose name bad hardly reached 4be Bialtic 
shores ; fot the fame 6f p'eaceful soFejeigos 
seldom exteods beyobd ^faebl^undftries of tb«^ 
dominion, Edda gave him lo uCidetstfiiiid^^lit 
she had beard much of -the Bang of Thule ilnf- 
ing her stay .with the'Greenlandvpirates«(and 
added so many hononrable testimonies of bis 
character, that. Holm became equally strode 
with his worth, atid vowed his sword ahonikl'lBie 
. devoted to no one else. 

u 2 
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Finding her husband thus resolved, she con- 
tinued : ** In the country which gare rae birtby 
another Zealand like yours, the people place 
considerable importance on having a fortunate 
symbol at the stern of the vessel. I hold it 
for undeniable, that yours has been of an op- 
posite character, and hence the cause of your re« 
cent unsuccess. Let me beg of you this time 
to remove the odious monster which now dis- 
figures the stern of your ship, and place in its 
stead, portraits of me, my boy, and my friend 
Thulis. Rely upon it, the charm will operate, 
and I shall secure your eternal gratitude/' 

This singular fancy was assented to with a 
smile, and Holm's father, who had his own 
private reasons for wishing his son's absence 
from Zealand, now offered his aid in expedi- 
ting the vessel, which was soon ready for sea. 

The parting scene, between Holm and his 
wife, exhibited more tender grief on his side 
than hers. Edda seemed supported by her 
happy expectations of the future, and while 
she gazed upon the cheering hopes which 
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floated before her in the distance, overlooked 
the abyss which was ready to yawn beneath 
her feet. 

' Henry von Roskild only awaited his son*s 
departure to put his hostile intentions against 
bis daughter-in-lawy into execution. The swel- 
ling sails were scarcely lost in the horizon^ be- 
fore the inhuman father ordered the unof- 
fending Edda, her child and friend, .to be 
placed in a boat, charged with a scanty stock 
of proyisiouf and the whole to be transported 
to Erl-Isla'nd, until he should make up his 
mind as to their further destiny. 

This proceeding did not pass unobserFod by 
all the inhabitants of Zealand; there -were 
many who bestowed their commiseration upon 
Holm's defenceless wife, and who formed no 
favourable surmises as to Henry's ultimate inten- 
tions. She, however, only smiled and endea- 
voured to move the lovely Thulis, who seemed 
less disposed to mirth, to share in her joy. ** Do 
but observe," she said in an under voice, ^* how 
kindly fortune treats us : it seems as if she 



' 294 THB brl-king's 

betiself bad prompted to owr foe, the spot chosen 
for our banwhrneot" 

While these things were passing athome^ 
Holm's vessel pucsa^d her eovise over the 
trackless ocean, • and soon readied>the Ticiiutjr 
of her destined port.' At that time the Northern 
Atlantic was rendered extremely insecure by 
the piracies of the celebrated Naddock, who 
tfirected'his attacks against the subjects of 
the peaceful king of Thulci and it would be 
difficult to say, how far this powerful rover 
might have" preVrailed, had not a happi^ de- 
stiny sent a deliverer to *the^ inhabitants Af the 
fhozen isle. 

We do not wish to be asked how the hero 
of Zeahmd, with a single ship, could possibly 
gain a victor^over this powerful opponent; 
for, if we were, we could- only 'reply that the 
early history of the north abounds with such 
incredible events. It is enough that' Holm 
did gain a victory, at least so* far» as to compel 
the inveterate fbe of Thale to retire from 
its waters, and seek a refuge nt ' the Island 



ot*Ati»nii^ from whfm^h^ wa^.ope day to 
CQlpm with recruited forced and redoubled 
terrors. 

• il WAS by DP iir^ii9a part of HoIid's plan to 
punoe the ejoemy; M J^ft bii9 IB f«U poaaea- 
i^ioQ. of that golden bridge, which, isi aaid to 
stand prepare for ^very flyivgl {idveraarjt 
aud directed hiscaufae lotbe capital of Thule, 
where the newa of) histatehievement had pre- 
ceded hia anri?el« Filled with joy .at the cer* 
taioty o/ deliverance froQEi Naddock'a dreaded 
attuckf and grateful to the heroic stranger 
who had .effected it; 4he inhabitants pressed 
to greet him as be landed on the shpresi and 
proffejred a nore. eub8tantJ9l rewarjd in return 
for bis important, serifiees^ ,.But the victory 
oyer, l^addock- bad not been without its booty, 
which, enabled him to decline their offer, while 
this unexpected trait , of magnanimity tended 
materially to enhance his reputation. The aged 
fnpnarcb of Tbule was delighted with Holm's 
atchievement, his noble, conduct and heroic 
atatatei and "nrheo he modestly asked permission 
.to enter intQ.his service, the venerable prince 
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declared with emotioiiy that be would rather 
have made him hk son than an officer of his 
court. 

The good old practice of the North was 
then in fall observance, which unites with all 
public rejoicings, the festive enjoyments of 
the table* Holm was now invited to a succes- 
sion of splendid entertainments, and after re- 
peated visits to the royal palace, conceiving 
that decency required some return on his part, 
solicited the king and his court to honour him 
by partaking of a seaman's fare on board his 
ship. The invitation was accepted, and the 
delicacies of the marine entertainment were in 
no way inferior to those of the royal table. 

After the guests had been regailed at a board 
plentifully supplied, and had united in com- 
mending the wines, found among the booty of 
the recent engagement, the king felt a desire 
of examining more minutely Holm's ship, 
which, as the workmanship of a nation, wholly 
strangers to him, contained a variety of contri« 
vances that excited his surprize and curiosity. 
The wish was no sooner uttered than complied 
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with ; Holm led bis guests over every pari of 
his floating dwelling, and, haying exhausted 
the marvels of her interior structure^ proposed 
a view of her external arrangements from the 
water« A boat was lowered, and the royal 
party was conducted roond the ship, to gaze 
upon the trim, yet eflicient disposition of her 
rigging, and the bird-like fonn of her hull. On 
reaching the stern the figures depicted on it, 
immediately caught the attention of all ; and 
the aged monarch, overpowered by surprize, 
uttered a shriek of apparent dismay* His 
courtiers, who shared his astonishment,' and 
seemed perfectly aware of the cause, main- 
tained a respectful silence; but Holm, who 
read in the countenance of all a sudden 
change of feeling, which he interpreted to his 
own disadvantage, applied to the king for an 
explanation of this mysterious conduct. The 
monarch only pressed his hand, in assurance 
of his continued esteem, and begged to be 
transported home, whither he requested Holm 
would follow. 
On reaching his palace, and having dis- 



296 THE erl-king's 



bb-altendaiitSy he tunied to the wonder-- 
ittg^'ZeainBdery aDd said in a voice still strug- 
gling to suppress the emotion of his bosom :— 
*^ Tell, me, Holmp the real purpose which has 
brought jroii to my shores V\ 

^ A desire of fame and bononri a desire of 
entering into your service, because report 
had celebrated you- as a kind aiid beneficient 
master." 

*< Then wherefore have you shewtt me the 
picture /which decorates the stem of your ves- 
seir 

** i did not; shew it rhow could I- believe 
that you would feel. any inter^t in viewing it? 
you saw it by the ^same bhance which gave 
you a sight of every thing else." 

** Holm ! Holm •! do not thus sport with my 
feelings; tell one, I beseech you» all. yoii know 
of the persone there represented." 

^ I know no more of their history than brieOy 
this, that theyrepresent my wife, her friend, and 
m[yson." 

** Heavenly powers ! your wife i your son { 
•Oi^ht 1 to mourn or ought I to rejoice? Joy ! 
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joy ! be to me^nd OFiioei for h^vea has en* 
dowed yoa with a prkieely beart, bas gathered 
rocmd yoqt name a pmncely fame by yoar 
heroic deeds." 

Hobnwasat i^ loas to comprehend the old 
ktiig*8 /transports, and oonceived it best to re^ 
mainoideiit in an affair whioh he did not under- 
stand. 

'• Tell me then/' oeotinued the king, ** tell 
me which of these females is your wife T* 
• « TfaefairCTt !" 

' '< The fafarest ? she who stands leaning on 
her friend T 



f 



**tiol she on whose knees the child is 
seated." 

At this declaittfcion the king's countenance 
beeame .chaBged i again ta an uncertain ex* 
pression qf either ihoreased or diminished joy, 
as' Holm might di^oBe to. interpret it. After 
a paiise^.he aflbctionalely seised the young 
mmA haqd^atadMd'sr^*^ Holm^ you are not so. 
neavly^ allied td ^e as I expeoted, yet suffi- 
ciently near for me totsatote you by that en-»* 
dearing^ appellatioiiy which h formerly e^^ 
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pressed awkb to confer on yoa. It is now 
more than a year since my daughter and my 
niece were torn from me by pirates ; to you 
1 sball owe their restoration. Tholis is my 
child, yoar Edda but the daughter of the 
Erl-Kingt yet still a princess, of whose posses- 
sion you may be proud, if you know how to 
maintain your claim.** 

** To maintain it," exclaimed Holm ; ^ main- 
tain possession of my Edda ? for that my sword 
shall be my security. Besides, my son will be 
another and a sufficient pledge ; for bow can 
a mother be separated from her husband, with- 
out entailing disgrace both on her and her off- 
spring." 

** In that," rejoined the king, ** you have 
seized the subject by its right side ; your son 
may be the bond which will assure you pos- 
session of your wife. But place no reliance on 
your sword : you do 'not know the'Erl-King, 
or you would; not speak thus. 1 might have 
granted you the hand of my beloved Thulis, 
and should have joyed in my infant g^randson ; 
but the father of the lovely Edda !— however. 
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' do not let your courage sink, and now tell me 
all that has befallen the unhappy captives, that 
I may devise the best means of restoring Thulis 
to my arms, aind of assisting you and your 
wife/' 

Holm and the aged monarch passed the rest 
of the day in discussing these important matters, 
aod the father of Thulis made him better ac- 
quainted with the £rl-King*s family,— a know- 
ledge which only increased his anxiety in pro- 
portion as it became more extensive. In re- 
turn Holm imparted to his royal relative the 
distress in which he had left Edda and her 
^ friend, a communication which led to the re- 

. ^^ solution of dispatching an embassy on the fol- 

lowing morning, for the purpose of conducting 
home the unhappy princesses. 

Holm now proceeded on board his ship to 
^ ' make the necessary preparations for the voyage, 

incessantly repeating to himself :—-<< And this it 
was, thou dearest Edda, for which thou madest 
me seek the shores of Thule !— This was the 
fortune which thy- image was to secure me 
from the best of princes !" 
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On the fotlowiDg moniiiigthe ships of Tbuie 
which were to accompany Holm, aailecl oat of 
the harboar with him ; a finroutable wind 
shortened their voyag^, and they* reached the 
coast of Zealand without interruption '.from 
storm or pirates. The appearance of itbis gallant 
•fleet excited surprise ia all the inhabitants of 
this island. Holm's flag was insiaatly re6og- 
nizedy bat who were the strangers ¥ii**-atKl aa 
tbe embassy now landed, i^nd as the king^s 
name who had -dispatched it, and the eause of 
their arrival became kaown^ joy and astonish- 
ment pervaded the faces of samei "-while others 
held down their hetfds in' shame aadt vexation. ^ 

Henry von Roskild was scarcely aMe to cast 
a look upon his 'Son, as he detailed .and endea- 
voured to justify his iniuiman cohduotitovards 
the defenceless 'i£dda. - But the dutiful* Holm 
used every means to reiiere bis^ fathdr's con- 
fusion : to soothe the pangn of Henry's agoniaed 
conscience^ and 'perfectly happy iu'kfaowing 
all farther persecution must <cease, be east a 
veil over the past, and perftoaded the ambas- 
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sadors of Tbiile» that Ed da had ooly been 
removed to the Erl-Island^ for greater security, 
apd ID compliance with her own wisfaes. 

A general eagerness now prevailed for visitp 
ing the desert island. The patricians of Zear 
landy with Henry von Roskild at their head, 
attended the ambassadors in their pasiiage across^ 
all equally desirous of oflfering their congrata** 
lations to the newly discovered princess, and of 
repairing their former neglect, by the excess of 
their present ad^ilatiou. . 

It is difficult in the moment of success,^ to 
repress contempt for those who ha?e grossly 
injured us in misfortune; but Edda, whose 
iloble nature, soared above vulgar prejudicci 
received all alike, with marks of pleasing con^ 
decension, and thanks for their interest in her 
welfare; This conduct confirmed in the minds 
of the ambassadors. Holm's previous assurance; 
and Henry von Roskild, who had. alternatively 
floated in a sea of fear and Jby,. tt the recollec- 
tion of his gross barbarity,* bnd the importante to 
which he should be raised .byhis alliance with 
Eddaii becanote wholly redig«ed to the latter im-i 
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presaion. Oo one point, howeFer, he found 
bis daaghter-in-lawy inex^orable, nothing* could 
prevail upon her to remain a single day longer 
in Zealand. The desire of being again onited 
to her familji was too powerful to admit of a 
moment's delay. Henry begged to haye his 
grandson left behind, to console him daring 
their absence: but even this hypocritical re- 
quest was delicately declined; She immediately 
went on board, and left her oppressors to the 
pleasure of their own reflections. 

Holm and Edda were overjoyed at meeting 
again under such circumstances; but nothing 
could equal the transport of Thulis, at being 
released from the miseries she had endured 
for no advantage, for no purpose, of her own ; 
and the joy with which she looked forward to 
a return to her native land, from whence a 
feeling of the purest friendship had so long 
separated her. 

One evening as Holm and Edda were seated 
on the stern of the ship, reflecting on their ar- 
rival at Thule, with mingled hopes and fears 
the latter communicating to her husband cer« 
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fiuti' «ire«in8ti|Dcefil, of her life, of whidi sfais 
p«r<teii^e8' he' was 'too oondderate to* demand 
fifnv ekplftfiatitob, b«t cotio^ming whichi fail 
corioM^ was taAanifeBtfy Wfitien in h]» looks* 
< flW MAti'eloddedtfkrjr^kliUied liBltio expanse 
of<i)Alm ^Bi»MiityV&'g^eiitIe brMEe^Ve'aa alibust 
imperceptible motiohito the (reasM, aoditbe pale 
and 'bean^iess'BiiDoprwas^iieen 'risii^iriboTe the 
boranmy TioJt in thevfull.rofainditj' of her*0|-bi 
littt'.like the taper cuiKre of a* ailvw' sicklef a 
syaibDralways ipo6l'faMeii(ableilb'Hbl|a's.eon* 
fidcntiaHBtere^urse- With bis- wife. / ,: : . 
•M^ My^'deitfeit {iorm/^/saiil -tbef^atle E^dda, 
^* 1 ' ibee>' the exli^em^ anxiety yon:'haFe to jmk 
a's^Atttidn of mbnynbingbj of mSiichfyott possess 
a tistnr^l right t» * be lAade ' acqvaiiited' ; • andi 
while i acknowl^getbe delicacy wfaioh bithortfo 
has checked yon^ enquiries, let me now make 
a ftiU disdosure bf^aM^you can be dfesirena-of 
bearingf. . 

*f That I am the Erl-King's daughter, is a 
eircuinstauce that hbs all-eady been told yon by 
the king of Thule ; bat, whatever idy kind 
and excellent untie diay' think or say, my fa« 

Vol, III. X 
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ther is not that inconsiderable prince, wbicb 
his relation is pleased to represent. Happy be, 
tbat in his contracted imaginatiobt the frozen 
isle is of more importance than tbe bound* 
less realm of tbe Erl-King, which extends over 
the fiice of the whole earthp and is most power- 
ful in those districts, which are unknown lo 
yon mortals. I might expatiate upon these 
mysterious topics for a time, and in a manner 
beyond your ability to follow me, but for the 
present, I will only dwell upon what comes 
immediately home to you* We are a race 
of spirits, only half allied to mankind ; our 
dominion extends oyer the desert islands of 
the ocean, and those places on the earth, where 
that tree grows which bears our name. We love 
the human race and willingly enter into con- 
nexion, and alliance with it. The majority of the 
northern kingdoms see seated on their thrones, 
princesses of our house: a similar destiny await- 
ed me in the crown of Scandinavia, and in this 
lay my misfortune, and perhaps yet may lie. 

'^ No female creature can be vainer of her 
beauty and noble birth, than 1 was ; no earthly 
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being appeared of sufficient wortb, to merit 
the hononr of my hand ; I would gladly have 
sought an alliance with the spirits of the air. 
1 knew our race, as well as your own, was 
subject to the dominion of death; that the 
boon of immortality was only to be gained by 
certain observances ; these I knew not, for 
they remain a secret to most of us ; but I felt 
perfectly satisfied that a connexion with the 
feeble, frail, and ephemeral sons of earth, could 
not be the way to secure it, and hence arose my 
contempt for the crown of Scandinavia, which 
was to be purchased by an union with a'mortal 
hand. I withstood my father's wishes as well 
as I could ; I sought for delay and peace of 
mind, amid seclusion and retirement ; the £rl- 
King had invested me with the sovereignty of 
the lonely island opposite the coast of Zea- 
land, and here I lived in the society of my 
damsels, unobserved by the grosser sight 
of men, and wholly invisible to them, except 
upon those brilliant moon-light nights, when 
we hold our dance. For the substantial form 
in which we show ourselves, and in which 

x2 
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you now behold me^thoiigb the perfect imiifew' 
of the e^reri forfii. cgofeired iipoa us by 
nature, ie but a ooaner oovering^ aeeumed 
for the ptnrpoee of exhibiting ourselves to 
you* ' ' . . } . . 

^ I lived in this tnioqnil retirement,, solely 
ocenpied in stndying. those transceedent nieans 
which lead to immortality* I knew that several 
£ri-prioces were seated aronod me, but' T- 
thought little about it; stiU lessdid l.tbink» 
that any evil would arise from tbeir contigai^^ 
and yet fate had so decreed that the destinies 
of one should become intimately interwoven 
with mine; and Heaven only grant that hie 
influence be now at en end« 

<< The prince of ihe? jsle of Mona had heard 
of my retreat, and came secretly to see me |^ 
my beauty charmed his eyes, my exalted 
rank flattered his pride, and my well known 
dislike of a moi*tal union, only served to 
nourish his hopes. It was not long before his 
importunities became offensive to me. I sent 
my father intelligence of my situation, and bOf 
to whom an alliance with one of his vassals. 
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was equally revoltiDg as to me« bAslened to my 
assmtancie. HedtetecledMhe itttriider as he 
holered around my. td^mlliDg, Heai^en knows 
witkwbat'iBtentibO) iohisigrosser carnal form* 
Pun&hmenfe was instaiiiiy inflicted ; and, as the 
prince of Mona felt beneath ' tny JGEitber's band^ 
he uttered a dyfaig:i imprecation upon me: 
'May thy pride lie hmnhled l>y a union with 
thie commonest f^ nature's .e«nbly ciiildren, 
and oh! that 1 «buld lire ;tQ revenge myself 
by promoting the (degrading hond.' 

'< My father consider^ it best, that I should 
abandon my inlahdibr a tima fie jcarried me to 
the king of Thule^ one of my maternal relations* 
It was here I first 'became! acquainted with the 
human raDe^ <^reatiiries: whoml' never befpre 
had seen. My heart- entered- into a^bondof 
warmest fiieif dship, * with the Jo v<rfy Thulis, my 
uncle's danghter ; we vowed eternal friendship 
to each' otheri in all the chances of weal or woe : 
we have observed the conditions of our voW, 
mid the mutual ' jstacrifices It entailed^ have not 
been few. 
** I became so mudh attached to my cousin 
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that I resolved, for ber fake, to abandon my 
•olitade. 1 only vkited my favourite island in 
the full of tbe moon^ finom an irresistible 
necessity of celebrating certain mystic rights in 
the districts where we rule. Whenever I as* 
sumed my light etherial form for the purpose 
of floating through the air to the island, my 
corporeal covering, which, to please my 
friend, I constantly wore, remained with her 
as a pledge of my return. During my absence 
she watched, over it with the pious care of a 
sister, for it is the injury tbis earthly frame 
receives, that entails upon us death. 

** I found every thing upon my beloved 
island much the same as when 1 quitted it. 
My damsels, whom I had left behind, had some 
time before discovered traces of human visits ; 
and they now informed me that these visits 
were become much more frequent, and thatsome 
rash and senseless mortal, had even ventured 
to pass the night there. 

** At tbe first celebration of our mysteries^ 
1 became convinced of this profane intrusion ; 
I saw the daring offender secreted behind a 



dAOqhter* 811 

rose-bush, observing all our movements ; his 
doom was instantlj pronouuced, and, at the 
first approach of dawn, I hastened to the spot 
that I might execute it upon his impious he^d. 
But oh! Holm, how shall I relate what ensued; 
without creating suspicions which may be injur« 
ious to the delicacy of my sex. I saw a youth of 
exquisite beauty, still bordering on childhood, 
almost a boy, stretched asleep upon a turf of 
grass* His countenance beamed with all the 
freshness of the youth of heaven ; innocence 
and heroic yirtue were pourtrayed in all hir 
tender features, the rose-bush under which he 
slumbered had nearly covered him with the 
leaves of its flowers, as if desirous of with- 
drawing him from my sight— -perhaps it had 
been better if my eyes had never beheld him ! 
—my just indignation became disarmed, and 
I probably felt, in that moment, the first emo*. 
tions of a passion with which the prince of Mona 
bad cursed me. — I saw the beautiful invader 
of our rites about to move as if roused from: 
his sleep and I fled with my airy suite, fearful 
of being perceived. Let him remain unmo- 



819 THB- BRIrKIHO's 

Ictfted, 1 «aid to my followera; h^iB biU a:bojr ; 
from him, we uhM casperielic^ Mitber iiyiuy 
nor profieiDatioQ* . 

. ** After tbifl» fyl^ nights of tlie fall mow )pm^ 
fd» in which I did not'8ee4he 'yoliA^ nuoi 
sea^d beside bis fos^rbttsb; I eiven momned 
If upon any odcasion be^ werenbrienl;' ^and 1 
anftteipdted (the timti of mfy nezi depdrtilre htm 
TbttletiBd ddayed my iretJDm*;'. I found 'iCanflie^ 
for. dommendation in the yottthfalitranger!^; 

modesty, winob cdnHenled -itself with .gaziagpr 
without ventonngptO' joiniB'Oov festive danoe ;. 
and h Sberet' wisb. aiosewitfaio' me,, ttiat^ be 
mi|g^ht drop biil ooy.'OeseHte^aiid.gi^e.nle an 
opportiliiity of. becoming aoq(aaiiitedrwilb'iiim&.'' 
■ /^ -My mobthl^ journeys fcoaalTbide .to the 
island Vadnbt exceeded a jeair's duntiofa . be^^ 
fore the specliltorjof our nigbdywgies' entirely 
foraook'tiS ;- 1 no rlongsriakw hiai': s^biedt. be-^ 
neath his rosen^adh 'imd ^b islaad Bowfiooame 
atdreary waste td md4-i'*bdbleoBd my^vetaml 

^'^ Wbatwas it Hohnt^bKb/nt tfaitr:timelfelti 
for one who is no'strabger to you? itcouki 
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'fiot be lovef Oh ! do. Ibis passion I had to 
karo at a future period. 

** Tears now passed on. The fair boy^ wbo.tn 

. tno longer sfiW| might as ThuUs thpugl»t, have 

growniuta manhopd; and liv^ tQitlii^eateii iiijr 

heart with &r more serious. ^og^rSf.should fate 

throw him in.my way. My coiisia freq^iently 

Tallied me- upon the sul^ect as if itihad beei^^a 

senoi|S ,passioni and I. iiecepted her rn^ry c^ 

.young girls mostly do; we .commeoteid ^pon 

•the adventure, arrayed it in circnuifiitaiic^y 

laughed at ouitfolljr.and^f^NTgot it. 

! .^ The tin^e, however^ aitived wjben we were to 

tfor^^ .this* and every pUier playful Qoo^p^tion 

innder^he pressure of misfpetunei -Weh^d one 

day visited one <of thq^' w^rni springs which 

•abound.in my^uncle's realiii,i and .had. amused 

4Hir$dve& with obsietying the singular producr 

tiotis of nature. in these districts* Ol^ oqr. return, 

a beautiful -lawo of arjomatiq gnuis' filled me 

with a'desire of. walking, ^n iU. 4t laydoleber 

sidethe seaauida piratei^ whosetship was moored 

behind arpQk^^re^oIved^to make us hisipffey. 

In thia lonely 'spotft removed from our atten* 
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danti, oar penom were qaickly mastered, aod 
before our loss coald be known at the court of 
Thule, we were borne away many miles at sea. 

*^ We became slaves, slaves of Naddock the 
most insolent and cruel of all the sons of plun- 
der. He had long entertained designs against 
the frozen isle, and the possession of the heiress 
to the throne filled him with more aspiring 
thoughts. Thnlis was now incessantly tor- 
mented by his disgusting profession of love ; 
she was his slave, and was to purchase her 
freedom by the sacrifice of her hand. 

<< We suflTered much from the cruel persecu- 
tions of our proprietors, and, without me, Thulis 
would probably have been exposed to still 
greater hardships. But Naddock suspected 
in me something above a common nature. He 
had a species of dread of my presence, whose 
cause 1 could better comprehend than he did : a i 

single word from roe wasever sufficient to scare 
him back, within the limits of decorum, whenever 
his passion for my friend might have impelled 
him to overstep them. — 1 know not how long 
this feeling of the presence of a being of a 
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higher order might have cheeked the conduct 
of a wild unprincipled maDy but a kinder des- 
tiny speedily provided for the termination of 
our sufferings, and cast us^-into your hands. 
With the rest you, Bolmi are sufficiently ac« 
quainted. I saw you ; my eyes no longer re- 
cognized your person, though my heart in- 
stantly acknowledged its influence. My pre- 
vious attachment to the boy on Erl-Island was 
now transformed into an irresistible affection 
for the hero of Zealand. My heart, I knew not 
why, seemed only to beat for you. I became 
yours and could not devine what had thus im- 
pelled the haughty daughter of the Erl-King to 
the speedy union with a mortal being. 

** You related to me the adventures of your 
youth, 1 compared them with my own and 
every thing became clear to me. We were old 
acquaintances, whom fate had long decreed to 
join in mutual love. Heaven only grant that 
the destiny still hanging to us may be a favora- 
ble one. I do not fear the prince of Mona's im- 
precation can have any influence here ; for 1 do 
not love in Holm a mere » common mortal, but 
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the noUait and most «zalt«d of bis race* 1 
did not coDceivie , i^ rigbl to infoffm y6n of the 
connexioa between oor* histoiy^ or to tellyoe 
that yoa lojred in me a being of a higher sphere; 
as yet I was- not auffici^nlly acquainted with 
your worth ; it was necessary yoil sbMdd un** 
dergoa trial of which, if you had not stood the 
test, we most hare patted for ever. 

^ I feved you with an affection which made 
me dread tUs separation more than death ; and 
I therefore, considered it .best» as some doubts 
arose in my mind with regard to lyoar firm^esSf 
to solve, the* enigma- ere my etoemi^e should 
stir you u^i to a.deed, which it lay not in my 
own power tofoi^ive.f 1 th^pefore. suggested 
the Yoyi^e to Thule» because I knew ita excel- 
lent prince would reoogniize his daughter in th^ 
portrait; that every thing else would follow on 
this discovery ; and I elbo. knew . that he alone 
would intercede for us with my fether, and 
that his application ' might, perchance, be sue* 
cessfnl. Itwas^'on this account thai L looked 
«pon your departure with feeMngs of • the most 
tmimated hope, little thinking that^ at the very 
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notneBt I' win " tnakiog ■' ibis sacrifice, misfer- 
tane and misery were prepariag for me by the 
frieads of one, for whom I bad hazarded a fa« 
ther'a love, the throne of Scandinavia, and 
eveiy hope of immortality. 
^ ^^ I could not fiithom the extent of yonrfatber^a 
designsagainstine; whether hetSonght by deaths 
or imtended to oeli meas. a slave in' some distant 
land; or, whlit would hav^been still mike over* 
whelmingi to ddiver me up to the prince 'of 
Mona. For I have hot beeb without suspicions 
for* some tisie past that my-antient persecator 
f-heaven knows by what cbande^is istill Jn exis« 
ten<ie ; and in udecret accord with the 6ld'mer« 
chant of Zealand* He certainly has not resi- 
gned all hii intentions agrainst.me; he wishei^ to 
possess either me or my son ; thus much standilt; 
distinctly beforie me, the remiiinder is enve* 
lopped in the mist' of uncertainty. Holm !- 
Holm, beware! you are bat « short sigh'ted< 
child 6f inortalrly, and he perhaps may attempt 
to make your own hand the in'sirument for car^ 
rying bis plan into effect/' 

Edda said this with strong emotion and, as 
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abe spoke, a few sparkg of fire flashed from her 
eyes, an appearance Holm had nerer before 
observed ; and which was far from exciting 
pleasurable sensations.— He however manag'ed 
to conceal his dislike and having given her an 
assurance of his determination to be guarded she 
continued : ** Happily your father chose a mis- 
taken mean for attaining his end ; in this par 
ticular his ally must have misinformed him. 
He transported me, for security, to my beloved 
Erl-Island, a spot froni whence no power of 
man or spirit can remove me without my own 
consent. Thulis knows the joy with which 
I saluted my antieat territory, knows the days 
of endless pastime which we there passed 
in the society of my own species. It is a pity 
that Thulis is but a mere human maiden ; she 
accommodates herself as entirely to all our 
habits as if she were one of ourselves, and as 
such she is beloved by us all." 

** Our ceremonious removal from ErKIsland 
you saw ; your father's pressing entreaty that my 
son might be left behind you also witnessed ; 
at this moment the moderation 1 had so pain*- 
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fully maintained almost forsook me, for I too 
clearly perceived in this request the malice of 
the prince ofMona* Once more, Holm, I exhort 
you beware! beware lest the machinations of 
this arch-traitor seduce you to become the in- 
strument of our joint misfortune: an indistinct 
misgiving floats before me that you have once 
already fallen into his snares/' 

HoJm felt gratified that the second warning 
of his wife was pronounced in a softer tone than 
the first and he promised all she asked. There 
was nothing of which he felt a stronger con- 
viction than of his fidelity to her, although 
he could not avoid thinking, that his happiness 
would have been greater, if his lovely Ekida 
bad been a creature of middle earth, rather 
than one of a higher sphere. The fear of tbi^ 
reflexion had been ever present to the Erlr 
princess, and this it was which prevented her 
from making an earlier disclosure of her con* 
dition. 

Holm, endeavoured as well as he could, to 
forget the exalted nature of his wife, and she as- 
sisted bis attempt by every means in her power. 
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She latd aside the aaCulvl lofty depoHmeiit of 
ker churacfert became mild obedieoti. and 
unaAstiiiiing, and exhibited alii those endeairni^ 
quatitiea which ooostkote thie<cbanD» of ai| 
eahhty feasale* Sheperfeoily^kllew:tbe/maiD^ 
spring of affectionilhatwe-most not dazzle 
trhere we desire to please, Mid thai the €oy re^ 
serve of reyerential awe can bOFer be wmited 
with the threbe of impassioned love. 

Whh the most tender sympathy she entered 
into all his joys and affiictieosf the latiier of 
which might be said to^Bpriiigfrbm asborceiof 
cbmmon anxiety. All their fearbwere now di<^ 
r^ted to their approaching^ receptinni at 'Ilrale* 
Wonld the ErKKing be tfaevef ' Would the 
ilither of Thulis have made tfaeirpeace?' Woald 
the BrI-Kiog have abandamd'his' former plaii 
of making Edda queen* of Scandinavia ; and 
would' be receive her and^ her Holm, with a 
fafh^i^s* kindness'? l%ese< were^ the qmstimis 
which constantly obtruded themselves upon die 
minds of the tender pair; which formed the 
theme ef their daily converse, and hourly specii* 
lation, till their tedious voyage drew to an end* 
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At length they reached the capital of Thale, 
and Edda's joy knew no bounds, as she beheld 
her father and her uncle, waiting on the beech 
to receive them. While the latter poured out 
his transports on the recovery of his darling 
Thulis, the ErI-King was profuse in his marks ' 
of affection to £dda. There was ibomething 
cold in his reception of Holm, but towards his 
daughter and his infant grandson, his kindness 
was most parental. It was quite dear, that 
Edda's child was the sole cause of his ac- 
knowledging an alliance, which could not be 
expected to please this haughty monarch's 
ambition. 

Holm was as happy as he wellcould be, though 
be did not feel quite at ease with the thoughts 
of his high connexions. He was particularly 
displeased with an odious habit of the Erl- 
King, who upon almost every occasion, flashed 
sparks of fire from his eyes ; for those passions 
which in the human countenance only manifest 
themselves, by the blood mantling in the cheek 
were with him, displayed by a coruscation of 
azure flame, from the organs of vision. Holm 
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liad once perceived this appearance in his 
Edda, and found little pleasure in the sight ; 
still less was he satisfied in observing it in a 
being whose presence, only excited dread, 
rather than love. Coartesy, however, forbade 
him to offer any marked demonstrajt ion of his 
disgust; he concealed it in the recesses of his 
own bosom, and resolved to be upon his guard 
against the anger or machinations of his Exalted 
father-in-law. f 

After a six weeks residence in Thule, the 
ErI-King said it was time to think of carrying 
his daughter home, and shewing his son the 
marvels of his capital. Holm had little desire 
to enter on this journey, but he felt it: would 
be an impeachment of his valour to decline 
complying with the ErI-King's wish. 

The aged monarch of Thule, who saw deeper 
into the young man's heart than any one else, 
endeavoured to remove his fears, and Holm 
ascended the ship somewhat tranquillized in 
his mind, though ignorant of the situation of 
the ErI-King's kingdom* 

He frequently took occasion to make enquiries 
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of bia fftiheiviti-la^ onihia^ubjecttbiiC he always 
rec*eived sonie ^vaaiFe. qr uaaatiafactoiy reply. 
One ' day aa th^y alood;l»}kiiig oealr the reaaers 
ptowy aud apparaody in. perfect harmony, 
Holm f biHigbt the pi^aaeat occasion a favoarable 
one for repeaiiilg ! hii iineatianK bbt the Erl** 
King, who pel*caiFed.th^y. wer^. quite aloOei now 
resolved ou putting a design into execution 
which he had long. entertained, and to which 
be felt prorjOked by the . opportunity and the 
peraerering nalurei of : the enquiry.' ^My ca- 
pital/' exclaimed he, ^<. shall mever tneet thy 
^fgbt; away aud ae^it^ in th(i\ depths of the 
Ocean.^' , v J 

: With these words he gave £dda*8 hapless 
husband a violent Uirus^, which hurled him 
many yards' over'tfie vessel'a aide^ when he in« 
stantlysank ihto,the fathomlelw deep. 

While Holm pursued bis downward course 
in the abyss of waters, the ErI-King' uttered 
repeated shrieks of disniay, oyer the catastrophe 
which had.lbefallen his 8on-in*Iaw. His only 
object, now, was to remove every suspicion 
from his daughter's mind, that he had been 
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accearary to the deed. He therefore aeeamed 
an air of deep distress, every thing in the ship 
which could float, was instantly ordered out 
to assist in recovering the unhappy victim, he 
even descended in a boat, to superintend the 
exertions of his people, and for the first time 
since their acquaintance, bestowed the most en- 
dearing epithets upon his absent son*in-law. 

The grief of Edda on this occasion may be 
more readily conceived than depicted. A 
mere mortal wife, with similar feelings, would 
have rushed into the waves to share her hus- 
band's fete. But to her, this proceeding would 
have availed hut little; the life of an ethereal 
being is not thus easily destroyed in the ocean, 
and yet how willingly would she have resigned 
her own, to have rescued Holm. Immortality 
had lost all its charm, for her since she had 
descended from her fantastic eminence, to fall in 
love with a child of humanity. 

In the mean time. Holm was not so aban- 
doned as his Edda feared, and his father-in- 
law believed. The same power- which in. his 
youthful days, had rescued him from a watery 
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{^rave, was still watchful over his life; to raise 
him from the devouriiig gulph into which he 
had been plunged. He felt himself suddenly 
borne to the surface of the water, with his 
body half emerging from it, and carried along 
over the foaming billows without exertion, and 
almost without a perception of the rapidity 
with which he moved. 

In this manner he pursued his course, over 
the drear expanse, the whole day through, 
till towards evening he saw the land gra- 
dually rise out of the main, and shortly after- 
wards a returning wave gently deposited him 
upon the shore. The spot where he landed 
Was a small island of most enchanting ver- 
dure, but which on nearer observation appeared 
totally destitute of inhabitants. 

After a night of refreshing sleep, the first 
thought which met his waking mind, was the 
cheering idea of his safety ; but this was soon 
dispersed, by others ofjle^s^ pleasing nature. 

His whole soul reverted to the situation of 
£dda, of her grief, her defenceless condition 
ill the hands of her tyrannical father, and the 
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orerwhelmiog dubioug thought whether they 
should erer meet again* Buitheued with 'these 
reflexions, he wandered through the whole 
island. For one needful care, the apprehen- 
sion of finding a subsistence in this deserted 
spot, he found sufficient consolatioil. "Trees 
laden with fruits and edible plants of every 
kind, were seen in most abundadtproftisfon; 
cooling springs and shetored coi^ert% for de- 
pose or dwelling, were met in evei^ direction ; 
no beast or reptile, hostile to man, appeared Id 

find a harbour with in it, tiut^" this wi(s alK 

For hopes of another kind,' no^bcouragebetit 
was given. A chilling deathlike sdliunle per-^ 
vaded every spot ; no tracd dr sound of animal 
life was distinguishable i while -the desert 
stillness of the land^ was otily iiit^#rapted by 
the hollow moads of the* sUrgts opou' the 
beach. Arouhd and above the 'imiDeaisitrabK^ 
surface of the oceto, and the*' boundless 
vault of heaven, both spoke wHh irr^iVagable 
certainty the impo^sibiNty 6f 'iseein^ ikida 
again. . . ' ^ ' • 

Two long and tedious years were tbas spent 
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in solitary exile, when a kinder destiny sbone 
upon the fortunes of our hero. Holm was one 
evening pacing the strand of the sea, a custom 
he had always observed, as the sun was about 
to sink ioto the ocean, when he perceived a 
human figure approaching at some distance 
from him. In the first moment of surprize he 
was disposed to believe it a mere illusion of 
the sight; but the figure coiitinued to move in 
a slow and measured step, and soon drew suffi- 
ciently near to leave no doubtof itsreality. Holm 
now saw standing before him, a man of a tall 
majestic form, whose solemn pensive exterior 
had something unusually impressive in if. fiut 
overjoyed at the appearance of a human being 
in whatever shape, he hastened towards him, 
exclaiming : *' Is it possible ! do I once again 
behold, and upon this desert spot, a being of 
my own species. Oh where have you been 
during these two sad and lonely years, that we 
never met before.^' ** You," replied the stranger, 
** have been the only inhabitant of this island ; 
my arrival has but this instant taken place. 
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I came to apeak with yoa concerniDg tbingn 
which deeply interest yoiu*' 

** How !*' replied the aatonished Holm, ** you 
are but jiiat arrived. Where then is your 
ship r 

^ 1 came by ways anknown to you, thoug^h 
your affairs have brought me hither. Your are 
DO stranger to me, Holm of Zealand, I know 
the whole eventful story <if your life, the 
wrongs inflicted on you by the ErI-King, and 
I am now come to tell you, that he is about to 
put the crown upon his injustice, by forcing 
his daughter to a marriage with the king of 
Scandinavia. The morrowing day is appointed, 
for the nuptials, which you must prevent by 
your presence. To secure your rights, you. 
must instantly leave this place." 

** I^ave this place f how can that be 
doner 

** 1, who twice have rescued you from the 
billows of the ocean, may find the means of 
bringing you where I wish you to be. Yet, 
the service I am now about to do you, is no 
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mean obe; what will you bestow on me aa 
a proof of your gratitude *' 

<* Oh ! eyery thiugr every thing, take my 
life, take all that is dearest to me on earth." 

** That would be too much ! I owed you some* 
thing for an antient piece of kindness, which 
I have fairly liquidated by twice saving your 
life. For my future favors I shall exact a 
payment, though not so great as you now 
proffer me. J will only receive half of what 
you so dearly prize." 

** Oh! cease these painful stipulations," 
exclaimed the distracted Holm, ** and instant- 
ly bear me to the presence of my beloved. 
Edda !" 

** It is yet too early," said the stranger^ 
with the same solemnity of manner he had 
first assumed, ** the sun must descend ere we 
begin our journey. Be seated, and give ear 
to what you must previously be acquainted 
with, in order to execute this important affair 
as I wish." 

Holm immediately placed himself on a stone. 
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opposite the stranger, who comtnenced a nar- 
ratire of which his eager auditor heard not sf 
single word ; for, strange as it may seem, the 
former had scarcely opened his lips, before 
Holm began to ctdse his eyes, and at last sank 
into a deep sleep. 

No person could 'have felt less inclination 
for sleep than Holm, as he .was thus suddenly 
overpowered by if* His whofe soul was sweU 
ling with impatience to visit the spot which 
was to deprive him of his Edda. A thousand 
anxious thoughts pervaded his breast as to the 
feelings with which she regarded this event } 
whether this treason to his memory was a vo« 
luntary, or compulsive act ; did she in fact de- 
serve his compassion, or must he load her 
with contempt and anger? There is no condi* 
tion less favourable to steep than this stormy 
state of suspense; and yet, with the first sound 
of this important tale. Holm felt himself seized 
with a degree of drowsiness which scarcely 
allowed him to sit upright. His eyelids now 
slowly closed and re-expanded in wearisome 
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succession ; he only dimly percei?ed tfae stran- 
ger standing before him: be scarcely heard 
the dying murmurs of his voice ; at length all 
sensation left biro, of what he saw and beard, 
and he fell down perfectly entranced; This pro- 
bably was a part of the stranger's plan, who 
might have feh no disposition to reveal the 
unknown way by wbicb he had Hpproached 
the island. 

As Holm awoke, bis feelings told him he 
must have slumbered a considerable time, 
during which his mind had been visited by 
the most extraordinary dreams; but 6ven th^ 
visidns of his sleeping moments failed to fill 
bim with more surprize than the place in 
which he now perceived himself. At drsi he 
ccfticeived all he saw to be duly a continuation^ 
or^ rather a fresh scene in his former dream ; 
but having fully assured himself of the reality 
of all around him, his astonishment knew no 
bounds. Instead of the verdant 'fields of hrs' 
lonely island^ he sa^ before him a magnifi-i 
cent palace: the green sward upon Which he 
had been accustomed to recline. Was excbangedf 
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for the liiarble pavement of an extensive court : 
and the deathlike stillness of his solitude, 
*which was only disturbed by the sullen roar 
of the ocean, was superseded by the busy hum 
of human voices. He now rose to enquire 
the name of the country, to which he had 
been transported, but forgetful of the change 
in his own condition, his application was made 
with an eagerness and in a tone of authority, 
which only produced rebufTet from some, s^nd 
taunts from others. 

The cause of this soon became appa- 
rent to our hero upon casting a look at the tat^ 
tered condition of his raiment. His two years 
residence upon the island, had so entirely des- 
troyed his apparel, as to excite even a smile 
in himself, when contrasted with the authori-; 
tative tone he had assumed. The only relic 
of his former state which bespoke his rankj 
was his trusty sword whose hilt was decorated 
with a costly stone. This had been a present 
from the King of Thule ; it was highly valued 
for the donor's sake, and on that account had 
been his constant companion on all occasions^ 
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and bad graced his thigh when hurled into 
tho water by the £rl-King. As he glanced 
at his thread-bare garb, his eye was arrested 
by this monument of his former glory, and the 
contemplation of it, seemed to instil him with 
hopes of better fortune. 

He now perceived the necessity of shaping 
his conduct in stricter uniformity with his at* 
tire ; and modestly applied to one of the ser- 
vants passing, for a draught of water. 

" Aye now indeed," replied the latter, " you 
may succeed ; you will find courtesy a much 
more current coin in this part of the world, 
than insolence. Come with me, and you shall 
quench your thirst, but not with water ; there 
is to be no water drank here this day." The 
servant presented him with a goblet of wine, 
for which he returned thanks, but his benefac- 
tor quickly gave him to understand, that a meed 
of barren thanks was not the requital expected 
of him. The servant now ordered him to take 
a bucket and draw the water from a neigh- 
bouring well with which he was to sprinkle 
the marble court, prior to the appearance of 
the king and the princess. 
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** And pray/' said Holni, '< who may the 
king and princeM be^ 

*' Who nay they bef Who can they be 
but our royal master, the King of SGanditiavia 
and his bride, the daughter of the King of the 
uninhabited islands." 

Holm now saw ^very thing in its true 
light. He was no stranger to the pompous 
title, occasionaUy assumed by the ^rl-Kingi 
and the ICing of Scandinavia, was known to 
every inhabitant of the North. He now per- 
ceived, that the intelligence. he had received 
on the previous day,, was not, a mere caprice 
of his Qwn fancy ; that £dda was about to 
become the wife of another, and that he was 
placed by some ui^known power in the courts 
yard of the palace to interrupt the ceremony. 

He was occupied with tb^sa and similar 
thoughts, when a female figure glided before 
him which he instantly recognized. It was the 
fair Thulis, who was hastening into the garden 
to gather a bridal garland of flowers, for ber, 
friend. To her. Holm resolved to make him- 
self known, and accordingly on her return, 
placed himself immediately before her. 
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^ What r' exclaimed the astonished damsel, 
^ Holm of Zealand in this disguise and at this 
hour? Oh where have you hitherto concealed 
yourself? It is not long? since we bare had 
reason to believe you were in existencey but 
your absence, your eternal absence f" 

** Perhaps/' replied Holm in a tone of half 
smothered emotioUf ** my absence ought to 
have lasted still longer. To a wife, who holds 
herself a widow and is about to enter into a 
second marriage, the appearance of her former 
husband can hardly be> agreeaUe.'' *< That/* 
rejoined Thiilis, ^ you shall speedily learn ; 
only let me hasten to inform the disconsolate 
bride of your arriyal." 

JHoIm made a fruitless attempt to check her 
progress, as he cautioned her to be prudent in 
communicating the discovery, but Thnlis 
rosbing rapidly beside him, disappeared into 
the palace. Edda was seated at her toilette, 
the patient subject of decorations unwillingly 
submitted to, when the breathless Thulis en- 
tered li<er appartment, and utterd the name of 
her long lost husband. Without regarding the. 
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condition in which «he sate, with her hair 
banging in loose disorder, her garments only 
half arranged, Edda darted out of the room 
and followed her friend into the coart, where 
she was to meet the first and only mortal who 
could boast of enjoying her love. 8be rushed 
into his arms, and bedewed his breast with 
tears of ardent affection. 

The novelty of the fcene soon collected a 
crowd of wondering domestics around them, 
and the three monarchs, the King of Scandi- 
navia, the £rl-King, and the aged King of 
Thule, made their appearance at a balcony. 
They had heard the rapid footsteps of the fe- 
males as they descended the stairs; the subse- 
quent disturbance in the court*; and filled 
with curiosity, had left the festive-board, to 
gaze upon a sight which could not have been 
desired by two of these distiguished sove- 
reigns. 

The King of Scandinavia assumed an air of 
mingled Wrath and contempt, the ErI-King 
poured forth a continuous stream of azure 
sparks, the venerable monarch of Thule, alone 
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GODsidered it best to repress his anger till the 
affair should become more iotelligible. The 
name of Holm, which was incessantly repeated 
by his enraptured wife, soon solved the mystery, 
though it was insufficient to restore tranquillity. 
With the Erl-Kingy it only served as an in- 
creased cause for his demonstrations of anger. 
It is impossible to say what might have hap- 
pened in such a moment of uncontrolled indig- 
nation, had not the King of Thule, who exer- 
cised a considerable influence over this un- 
earthly prince, taken him aside, to remonstrate 
with him on the impropriety of his conduct. 
Having in some degree, succeeded, he then 
descended to the court, to ascertain the iden- 
tity of the stranger. 

Of the events immediately succeeding Holm's 
recognition and its consequences, it will be 
sufficient to say that, the intercession of the 
King of Thule effected an arrangement, with 
which all parties were contented, or, were 
compelled to be so. Every law, both human 
and divine, forbade the separation of Holm 
^ ' and Edda* Even the aerial polity, acknow- 
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iedged by the Erl-KiB|{;» deelared for the 
iodissdoble oalure of the bond ; w]uch had be- 
come doubly obligatory by the existence of 
ibe infant Holmr Tlie Kioj^ of Scaadinavia 
reoooaoed. all claim ta his bride, Jn wham 
another posaessed an earlier md better r%bt ; 
and be •did ^is with a promptitude which re- 
flected benor en his liberality and sense of jus- 
tice. For he was by oo m^ns the matignaat 
prifice, which £dda in the dread of his em- 
biiaces^ had formerly described him to her 
bttsbawL The Erl-King sheltered himself un- 
der a sullen dignifie^d silence ; be feared Holm 
sugfat hetriBy the treacherous deed which had 
beein tbe source of all these strange events; 
but his dislike of a connexion with a common 
mortal* who possessed neither crown .or Idng- 
dom, was easily perceptible amid his silence. 

The King of Thule discovered the thoughts 
revolving in the mind of* his :relative, and de- 
termined on rdieving the newly united couple 
fromtfaeconseiiuenceslhey seemed tolbrebode. 

«« If,** said he,^ the hero^Uofan of Zealand, be 
held unworthy of being allied to the King of 



the oiiNihalHted iskuids^ a belter chanee may 
befall the heir to the crowD of Thole. The 
lawB of the fiosran iade, exehode my daughter 
from ^' the saecefisioii; she mast poeeees that 
throne her fotore husband may bring ber$ mine 
must pass away lo a etranger. That stranger 
shall be Holm ; though neither I or my peo- 
ple can justly give Jiim sucb a title; he has 
raeritorionaly gained the lov« 'Of «is both, and 
deserved that reward which I had altotted him 
long before the occurrences of the present 
day wenB thought of. Hail ! therefore, to the 
fiiture monarch of Tbaie, the delrrerer of my 
daughter, and my kingdom^ the vaUant Holm 
of Zealand!^ 

In this acclamation of their beloved sovereign, 
aH the nobles of Thnle, who were present, 
united ; the lovers sank to his feet, and saluted 
.him as their father; the ErNKing dismissed 
Ae frown from his brow, and the King of 
Scandinavia directed that, the fesf ivaK in ho- 
nor of the reunion of HoNn and his Edda 
should that evening be celebrated with the 
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aame pomp and solemDity as if it had been for 
his own wedding. 

. All now resigned themselves to joy and 
festivity; the palace resounded with accla- 
matiotts of mirthful revelry. The approach- 
ing night was banished by the artificial 
glare of a thousand lamps, the board was 
spread with every delicacy, and the cheering 
goblet passed to the health and prosperity of 
the happy couple. 

Suddenly the eyes of all were directed to 
the centre of the hall, and to an object which 
excited universal alarm, though the cause of 
this dismay was rather felt than evident. A 
stranger was seen to stand there, whose person 
was perfectly unknown, or the means by which 
he had entered. With a solemn measured step 
he approached the upper end of the table 
where Edda and her husband were seated^ 
and said :— << Dp you know me, Holm of Zea- 
land ¥ I am he, by whose assistance you enjoy 
your present happiness. I come to claim my 
reward ; you cannot but remember the pro* 
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mise made me yesterday, that I should possess 
one half of all you hold dearest on earth." 
* ^< Name iV' replied Holm, who foresaw nothing 
sinister in the request, and who alone remained 
composed amid the general consternation, 
** name it; 1 am prepared to keep my word. 
My present store of wealth enables me to re- 
sign one half my treasure without feeling my- 
self impoverished." 

. "Indeed!" rejoined the stranger. "Well 
then, since it is so, I know there is nothing you 
more highly, prize than your wifeandyour infant 
child. 1 will not act with cruelty towards you, 
choose you which of the two you prefer ; / wilL 
rest content with what you reject.— You hesi- 
tate ! can you deny the pledge was made V* 

During thi^ conversation £dda had tot Jn 
mute astonishment; she now found words to 
give her thoughts an utterance. 

" And could you make such an engage- 
ment?" she exclaimed, as she turned to Holm. 
And did you know Aim with whom you made 
it ? Ob ! Holm, Holm ; thoughtless, rash, iin- 
prudent mortal ! how justly did I charge you 
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on m foimer oeeaftkn to beware ! TMs is the 
prince of Mona, oar aatieiit and BiTetemte foe, 
against whom I so fruitleBBly warned yo«, into 
whose snare joa haFO now fallen, and froa 
which no earthly power can rescue yoia* Belli 
Ina&mj child mist follow yon into the abyss, 
we ase all irrsTOcably lost;'' 

Holm sate aarore dead than diye, both at the 
stranger's request and his wife's address* A 
nniTertnl terror perraded the whole assembly. 
Some wepi orer the suddea shipwreck of the 
fortmMs of the newly united coople, others who 
wen ignorant of the prince of Mona'spofwerra^ 
sorted to threats of Tengeance, and oAers proC^ 
fored wealth, lauds, and eveiy ealmtaBtial tfiea* 
sure to induce him to forego hio ckimr But 
the stfanger remained inifxorable. « Yes/' ex- 
elainied Edda, <* io this n^ fears are but too 
fatally confirmed. I knew you would not rest 
tiH you had repaid me for your disappointed 
passion, till yoo had made me wretched be* 
yond redemption. Ye heavenly powers by 
wiiem must his thmt of vengeance be allayed 
by me or thi» uneffendrag child f^ 
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^ I rejoice," replied tke stranger in m 
scorufiil tone, ** that you acknowledge both the 
came and the justice of mj revenge ; yet if 
the lovely Edda should for a menent think 
that I seek poseessioB of her irreaiitible 
charms, she will lamentably deceive . heiielf. 
Mo, I willingly resagn her, and her attraetions 
tei their rightfuL loid and, oontent myself widi 
Aim child whom I now shall bear otk the 
road which {wought me hither. Adiett I We 
never meet again.'' 

With these weeds he aeaed the infant Holna 
whom Iris weeping wodier, fruitkesiy oa-* 
deavored to detein, and whom her bnsbaad 
who was fettrfal of leosing hm wife^ beheld 
in the stranger's power with less painfel, feel« 
Rigs, than if his election had fiiHeu, otbefwise. 

** Be comforted EddaS" be said to big 
agonised wife ; *< thin man wW do out child 
no injury. Whether he be the prmce of 
Mona^ whom yon so nufch dread, is beyond 
my knowledge to declare f but thin I know 
foil well, that be is the sanle being, who hae 
twice rescuied me fron the jftws of death; 
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the same to whom I am indebted for iny 
restoration to your presence. Can yoa be- 
lieye . sach a man will contribute, to our 
eternal misery." 

^ And is this your serions opinion of me/' 
enquired the stranger. 

** Well then I now attend to mine. You 
know me, but not all that it concerns you 
to know. If I have preserved j^oicr life, you 
too have preserved mine. As this cruel prin« 
cess and this blood-thirsty tyrant, this mo- 
narch of the uninhabited islands chose to 
reward my love ^ for an ungrateful girl, with 
the loss of life, it was you who rescued me 
from destruction by confering upon my corpse 
the boon of a little earth. To you I vowed 
a lastiflg gpratitude, to her eternal revenge, and 
1 thought to acconiplish this vow, by one and 
the same means. 1 contrived to let you see 
each other ; Iofo kindled within your bosoms, 
love to an etherial maiden, love to a common 
mortal,. and what more effective means could 
hare been chosen to exalt the one, and debase 
the otherf Whatever since has befallen you, my 
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band has been active in directing your desti- 
nies. In bumbling tbe lofty pride of the scorn- 
ful beauty, I hare in some degree succeeded ; 
I freely own, my inclination would have often 
led me to visit her with a severer lot, but my 
gratitude for Holm, checked my desire of ven« 
geance, whose happiness was too intimately 
connected with hers, to admit of all my plans 
being executed. For her husband's sake, my 
heart by degrees became softened towards her, 
and ere this perhaps, would have fully relented, 
had not a new passion intervened to fan the 
flames of the old one/' 

** Yes, Edda I confess myself in love — ^but 
no longer with your charms ; my heart only 
beats for your friend, the gentle, guileless, 
generous Thulis* You know my secret under- 
standing with Henry von RoskUd, but his 
gross conception was too impracticable, to admit 
of a full compliance with all my wjsbes. Per- 
haps in this, a superior power interfered for 
Edda's preservation. Instead of .wholly re- 
signing his daughter-in-law into my hands, he 
transported her to a place, where l^ could only 
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delight myself witfa gazing cm her beauty; aa 1 
hastened to fulfil my intentions on the island of 
her retreat, I saw the lorety ThnliiBy and found 
every other irisb, absorbed ii^ my desire of 
possessing her. In this all ray future hopes of 
happiness tie, and can she resign her expec- 
tations of a mortal throne, to share mine with 
me, this shall be the last hostile act I wiU in>- 
flrct upon her fnend. The child shall fnstenfly 
be restored to its anxious mother. 1 entertained 
no eril design against him, I would have made 
him heir to the throne of Mona, and the 
islands of the tranquil sea. But why should I 
seek a stranger's ^hild, when the lorely Thulis 
may present me with sons of iny own T^ 

With these words every eye was directed to- 
wards the daughter of thefcing of Ibtrle, who sal 
beside the krng of Scandinavia, orer^belmed! 
with confusion, and unable to utter a word. Holm 
and Edda cast a look of implorrng agony on 
her, as if hanging on her decision for their future 
happiness, the friendship of the powerfal prince 
of Mona, and the possession of their cbiUI. 

Thulis delayed her reply. Her heart 
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had akeady spoken bat too diitinctTy in 
f»FQf of the generotw prince who sate beside 
her ; he was yoting, handsome, and ainiable^ 
the prince of M ona serious, atlent, and soI^did, 
and mm*eoFer, a being of that omniotis rade 
which ettrtUy maidens rarely bestow their love 
o.. Her eyes wandered with a»«ou. enquiry, 
from the infant Hokn« who still trembled in the 
arms of his fearftil claimant, to Bdda, and she 
read in the eager implorii^ gaze of her kins^ 
woman, and the swelling tears which coursed 
down her cheeks, a mother's hopes, and a 
friend's request The appeal wasirresistiUe; die 
thought on the many sacrifices she had already 
tnade in proof of her sincere aflfectlott and kve 
for Edda, and she resdved tbaf^ this thelast 
and greatest^ the crown of all, idiould not be 
wantii^. 

She rose, and no one mistook her pnrposey 
)cest of all the prince of Mona, whose face be* 
came irradiated with a look of extaticjoy,and 
who received her rising as a signal for deliver** 
ing the infant Helm to his dis^essetf, and 
breathless mother. The kk^ of Thnle placed 
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bis daughter's band in tbat of his exalted son- 
in-law; an alliance less revolting to the aged 
monarchy than to the trembling Tbtriis. 

The festire scene was now renewed, and the 
King of Scandinavia, who was thus twice in 
one day deprived of his expected brides 
yielded to the happier destinies of his more 
fortunate rivals, with a becoming grace ; and 
entertained his guests in a round of unceas- 
ing pleasure, till they sought their respective 
homes. 

Reason and reBexion soon allayed the fears of 
the gentle Thulis, and reconciled her to the gene- 
* rous sacrifice she had made ; and with time, the 
love and gratitude of her delighted husband 
tended. to isoften the repelling severities of his 
exterior. What he wanted in those pleasing 
graces which fascinate the eye, were amply re- 
paired by his exalted wisdom, and the dignified 
superiority he maintained among the beings 
of his own race. . In his arms she might hope 
to attain immortaility, while Edda by her •• mar« 
riage with a mortal husband, was daily has- 
tening towards the shades of dissolution. 
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Years of uninterrupted love, and unceasing 
happiness^ crowned the sufferings of Holm 
and his £dda : but at length the time of 
painful separation arrived, a separation of but 
short duration— for the same day which saw the 
expiring flame of Edda's existence, also wit- 
nessed the decease of Holm. 

With Holm of Zealand, died the glory of 
Thule. His son, whom the Erl-king never 
suffered to leave him, and who was to succeed 
to his grai^d-sires throne,was at that time absent. 
The pirate Naddock came from the distant 
Atlantis ; took possession of the vacant throne 
of the frozen isle, and changed its name to 
Iceland, by which it is known to the present 
day. 
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